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OIC criticises G-7 over Bosnia 
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Palestinians slam G-7 call 

AMMAN (R) — A Palestinian .leader said Saturday the seven leading 
industrial nations call to end the Arab economic boy con of Israel was 
premature. “It is premature and 4 sort of provocation to come and ask the 
Arabs to end the boycott while Israel is escalating (violence) everywhere, 
especially in Jerusalem," said Faisal AJ Husseini. coordinator of the 
T'alesiinian Middle East peace teams. Wednesday's call by Group of 
Seven (G-7) leaders at the end of their summit was hailed by Israel as a 
turning point. Mr. Husseini said such a move could not be made ahead of 
a comprehensive peace and before Israel agreed to return Arab lands it 
occupied in 1967. "Let us start to understand what the principle of peace 
will be and Israel's readiness to start imptemeting the withdrawal. Then 
we can talk about steps like ending the boycott." The Arab boycott has 
been in force since the establishment of Israel in 1948. In addition to 
banning Israeli products in Arab countries, Arab states boycott foreign 
companies doing business with the Jewish state. In 1991, the G-7 
supported an Arab offer to end the boycott in return for a freeze on 
Jewish settlement in the occupied West Bank and Gaza -Strip. The latest 
declaration made no such link. 
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3j* Mubarak inquires 
JV after King’s health 

LONDON (Petra) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Saturday re- 
ceived a telephone call from 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak inquiring about his health con- 
dition. The King, currently on a 
private visit to London with Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, thanked 
Mr. Mubarak and wished him 
good health and happiness. King 
Hussein was Thursday discharged 
from hospital after being treated 
for an irregular heartbeat prob- 
lem. 

King plans to visit 
China in September 

AMMAN (R) King Hussein 
plans to visit China in September 
for talks on Middle East peace 
and bilateral ties, official sources 
said Saturday. His visit to Beijing 
will be his second official trip to 
China — one of the five perma- 
nent U.N. Security Council mem- 
bers — since 1983. 
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Israel arrests 3 in 
Gaza 

OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP 
jkAFP) — An Israeli army under- 
cover unit arrested three wanted 
Palestinians including a military 
chief after a shootout overnight, 
Palestinian sources said Saturday. 
TroojK_surrounded the house 
where Majed A1 Helu, aged 21, 
and two other men were hiding in 
Jabaiya refugees camp on the 
Gaza Strip. After a brief ex- 
change of gunfire in which the 
house owner was wounded, Mr. 
Helu, Hassan A1 Amudi, 21, and 
Emal Sheikh Khalil, 20, surren- 
dered- and walked out with their 
hands up. Mr. Helu was Gaza 
City head .of the Hawks, the 
combat unit of Fateh. 

U.S. helps Kurds 
to have phone link 

ERBIL (AFP) — Kurdish- 
controlled northern Iraq will be 
linked to the international com- 
munications network as part of an 
agreement signed Friday with a 
Los Angeles firm, a company 
spokesman said. John Early of 
u^ Telemobile Inc. told AFP that 
?• Kurds will be able to make 
■domestic calls as early as October 
and international calls several 
months later. The first phase of 
the project will cost about 
$250.(100, he said, adding that the 
U.S. State Department approved 
the deal between the Los 
Angeles-based Telemobile Inc. 
and the Kurdish “government” in 
northern Iraq. “The State De- 
partment has offered to contact 
both the United Nations sanc- 
tions committee and the Turkish 
authorities to get the necessary 
permission'’ to go ahead with the 
project, Mr. Early said. 


Qatar ‘favours 
strong Iran’ 
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i ICO SLA (R) — Qatari Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben Jabr 
A! Thani said Saturday he 
favoured a strong Iran, the Ira- 
nian news agency IRNA re- 
ported. “The Qatari foreign 
minister said the presence of a 
strong and powerful Iran is in the 
interest of the whole region,” 
IRNA quoted Sheikh Hamad as 
saying in Tehran. He flew to Iran 
Saturday at the start of a regional 
tour during which he will discuss 
bilateral ties and easing regional 
tensions. IRNA said Sheikh 
-Hamad stressed that Gulf states 
were keen on improving ties with 
Iran, adding, “I hope that any 
likely misunderstanding between 
some Arab countries and Iran will 
be removed.” 

18 held in 
H Cairo bombings 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
security forces arrested 18 Islamic 
militants suspected of involve- 
ment in Cairo bombings and 
seized 35 weapons Saturday north 
bf the Egyptian capital, police 
said. The operation took place in 
the Nile Delta province of Minu- 
fiya, where the militants sought 
refuge after five unclaimed bomb 
attacks in Cairo since February 
that killed 20 people, including 
two foreign tourists, and wound- 
ed 80, police said. Egypt's radical 
Gamaa Islamiyah, which has led a 
campaign to overthrow the secu- 
lar government, has denied any 
responsibility in the attacks. The 
audiorides have to date failed to 
identify ’those behind the bomb- 
ings. Police said the suspects were 
^tranferred to Cairo to be interro- 
^gated by the state security ser- 
vices. 


Royal Decree sets in 
motion campaign ‘93 

Dissolution of Parliament, changes . 
to Election Law expected soon 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The announcement 
of a Royal Decree that “elections 
will ^ be held according to the 
law,” has set in motion the begin- 
ning of the 1993 campaign for the 
12th Parliament. 

The Royal Decree, which was 
announced late Friday night, is 
the first in a series of steps that 
will involve dissolving the current 
Parliament, setting a date by the 
government for the elections and, 
as has been largely expected, 
issuing a new temporary law for 
those elections. 

The government is about to 
announce Nov. 8, which is a 
Friday, as the new date for the 
first multi-party elections since 
1956, according to informed 
sources. The official announce- 
ments on the date and the dis- 
solution of the current Parliament 
will come within a week, after 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Ma- 
jali has briefed his Cabinet on 
proposed amendments to the 
Election Law, the sources said. 

According to the Jordanian 
law, the government will have to 
finalise all constitutional and leg- 
al steps leading to the elections 
before July 23, exactly four 
months before the end of the 


current Parliament's mandate on 
Nov. 23. 

Dissolving Parliament before 
setting a date for the elections or 
announcing changes to the cur- 
rent Election Law would preempt 
a move by deputies to call for an 
extraordinary session of the 
House to discuss the changes, 
which many of them oppose. 

This opposition stems mainly 
from the fact that many of the 80 
members at the Lower House 
were voted in largely due to the 
bloc-voting system of the current 
Election Law, but also because 
they think it is wrong to issue a 
new, albeit temporary, law with- 
out consulting a sitting Parlia- 
ment. 

“But the government cannot 
tie its hands down by allowing 
Parliament to use the expected 
amendments to the law to create 
electioneering slogans,” a source 
-close to the government said. “It 
is my understanding that a Royal 
Decree dissolving Parliament will 
be issued soon so that the govern- 
ment can enact the new tempor- 
ary law," the source added. 

Assurances that the legislation 
would be changed only after thor- 
ough consultations with repre- 
sentatives of all political groups in 
the country have fallen short of 
the deputies' demands that any 


amendments to the law be passed 
by Parliament. 

Sixty-two deputies last month 
issued a statement in which they 
said they will call for an extraor- 
dinary session of the House in the 
event of the government 
announcing its intention to 
amend the Election Law. The 
Constitution stipulates that an 
extraordinary session be held at 
the request of 41 deputies or 
more. 

Well-informed sources said 
that proposed amendments to the 
Election Law would not touch 
current district distribution but 
Would require voters to cast only 
one ballot for their candidates. 
This is the one-person-one-vote 
system that His Majesty King 
Hussein first mentioned' in his 
letter of acceptance of former 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran’s 
resignation in 1991. Another 
.amendment to the law would 
lower the voting age from 19 to 
18. 

But even supporters of the 
one-person-one-vote system 
argue that the formula would not 
work if the current voting districts 
are not redrawn. 

“The formula would not be 
suitable” if the current voting 

(Continued on page 10) 


Ross upbeat after Cairo talks 
on ideas to break deadlock 


Combined agency despatches 

CAIRO — Egyptian and Amer- 
ican officials huddled for nearly 
five hours Saturday over new 
ideas that the United States has 
offered to resolve obstacles to 
progress in Middle East peace 
talks. 

Both Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa and Dennis Ross, head of a 
visiting U.S. State Department 
delegation, expressed satisfaction 
with the meeting and indicated 
efforts to push forward the peace 
process were at a crucial stage. 

“We are hopeful that over time 
we are going to succeed in our 
common objectives of making 
peace,” Mr. Ross said after the 
talks. 

He told reporters he had "de- 
tailed, intensive and useful dis- 
cussions” during the talks with 
Mr. Musa, and Osama Al Baz. 
President Hosni Mubarak’s top 
political adviser. 

“The Egyptians and Americans 
are working very well together. 
We are truly full partners in this 
effort ... we are making every 
effort to make progress, to find 
ways to narrow the gap between 


the parties and I am very satisfied 
with the discussions that we have 
had today,” Mr. Ross said. 

He would not say if his con- 
sultations had produced a break- 
through in the deadlocked talks. 
“We are at a stage in the process 
where these kina of discussions 
and other discussions that we're 
involved in with the other parties 
are going to be most productive if 
we keep the details private at this 
stage.” Mr. Ross and his team 
flew to Cairo from Israel, where 
they held talks with Israelis and 
Palestinians on Thursday and Fri- 
day. 

More talks were scheduled in 
Israel with Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and the Palestinians. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher repeated on Friday 
that Washington was ready to be 
an active broker in the 21-month- 
old talks, but only if the dead- 
locked parties made concessions 
“to show they care enough to 
justify our time and energy and 
commitment” (see page 10). 

Mr. Ross, State Department 
coordinator for the Middle East, 
met Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, Foreign Minister Shimon 


Peres and a Palestinian delega- 
tion. He was to return to Israel 
late Saturday for more talks with 
Mr. Rabin and the Palestinians. 

Mr. Ross refused to elaborate 
on the nature of the discussions, 
stressing however that Egypt and 
the United States were working 
together “to narrow the gaps 
between the parties” engaged in 
the peace talks. 

Mr. Ross is also to visit Damas- 
cus and Amman. It is not known 
if he will visit Lebanon, which is 
also a party to the peace talks 
with Israel. 

Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Musa 
have held talks in the past week 
with Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad, Mr. Peres and Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
officials to break a deadlock over 
a U.S. draft on Palestinian self- 
government in the Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

The draft aims to establish a 
framework for negotiations on a 
five-year interim period of 
Palestinian self-rule to be fol- 
lowed by talks on the final status 
of the territories. But the Palesri- 

( Continued on page 10) 


Husseini rejects Peres’ offer to specify 
‘self- rule’ land without Jerusalem 


Combined agency dispatches 

AMMAN — The leader of the 
Palestinian peace talks delegation 
Saturday rejected an Israeli offer 
to specify territory the Jewish 
state was willing to concede in 
exchange for keeping Jerusalem 
off the agenda. 

Faisal Husseini told reporters 
here that “Jerusalem is part of 
the occupied territories, Jeru- 
salem is the capital of the future 
Palestinian state, and any dia- 
logue that mil attempt to exclude 
Jerusalem is totally rejected.” 

' Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres Friday suggested 
Israel might reverse longstanding 
policy and negotiate /leariy de- 
lineated areas for autonomy in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

In exchange, he said, the 
Palestinians would have to agree 
not to discuss Jerusalem. 

Previously, Israel was willing 
only to discuss limited self-rule 
that would give Palestinians con- 
trol over activities such as educa- 
tion and local government but 
would not include geographic 
boundaries. 

Mr. Husseini ridiculed Mr. 


Peres’ insistence that Israel and 
Palestinians were closer to agree- 
ment than most people thought. 

“As long as Israel does not 
change its logic and deals with us 
on the basis of Resolution 242, 
this process cannot continue,” he 
said. 

“Jerusalem is holy for us as 
much as it is-for- Peres and he 
cannot have monopoly over it,” 
he said. 

Asked about remarks by Avra- 
faam Kahila, deputy Israeli mayor 
of Jerusalem, that Jews now out- 
numbered Palestinians in East 
Jerusalem, Mr. Husseini said: 

“The annexation of Jerusalem 
is illegal and so are all settlement 
measures in Jerusalem. There- 
fore, all what is based on some- 
thing illegal is illegal.” 

Mr. Husseini also said that 
Washington was considering 
altering U.S. compromise prop- 
osal on Palestinian autonomy. 

The U.S. State Department’s 
Middle East coordinator Dennis 
Ross told Palestinian negotiators 
in Jerusalem on Friday that the 
United States “were ready to 
examine new formulations about 
the geographic depth (of Palesti- 
nian autonomy) and Jerusalem,” 


Mr. Husseini said. 

“In any case they should think 
about it if they want to achieve 
results,” Mr. Husseini said. 

The Palestinians will reject any 
new U.S. proposals if they fail to 
conform to U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 242, which stipu- 
lates a iand-for-peace exchange, 

-he added. 

' Palestinian sources said that 
Mr. Husseini could meet Mr. 
Ross on Monday or Tuesday in 
Jerusalem. 

The U.S. compromise proposal 
for breaking the deadlock in the 
Israeli-Palestinian talks would 
allow Jerusalem to be discussed 
after the period of interim 
Palestinian self-government. 
Israel has rejected such a call. 

Mr. Ross, the U.S. coordinator 
of the peace negotiations, held 
talks Friday and Saturday with 
Israeli, Palestinian and Egyptian 
leaders to try to resolve differ- 
ences that have resulted in 10 
futile rounds of negotiations (see 
separate story). 

In Syria, Farouk Kaddoumi, 
head of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) Political 
Department, spoke to reporters 

(Continued on page 10) 




His Royal Hfigliiigss Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Prime 
Minis ter Abdul Salam Majali and other senior officials Saturday 
await the arrival of a plane carrying the victims of a bus accident in 


Yemen. (Right) Soldiers bring down the coffins of the nine 
Jordanians who died in the crash (Petra photos) 


Victims of Yemen accident brought home 

Senior diplomat, 8 dependents killed in bus crash 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The bodies 
of nine Jordanians — a senior 
diplomat, his wife and four 
children and four dependents 
of .other embassy staff — who 
were killed in a bus crash in 
Yemen were flown home 
^Satur day. . • 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Al Majali, and senior officials 
received the cream-coloured 
coffins, draped in Jordanian 
flags, were brought here by a 
military aircraft. Nine other 
Jordanians injured in the acci- 
dent Friday while on a private 
bus tour also arrived on the 
plane. 

The bus overturned in rug- 
ged terrain on the Sanaa- 
Hejjah highway, 115 
kilometres from Sanaa, foreign 
minister official Jamal Abbadi 
told the. ‘Jordan Times. 

Crown Prince Hassan 
accompanied by top govern- 
ment and' palace officials, con- 
doled, more than 300 men at 
the airport — all relatives of 
the victims who come from 
leading tribes and families. 

Most of the injured, some 


King condoles families of victims 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein Saturday -sent-a message- to -His- ■ 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, expressing deep 
sorrow over the deaths and injuries of Jordanians in the accident in " 
Yemen and asking thr RegenrtO 'Convey~his condolences to the 
families of the victims. 

“I received with great sorrow the news about the accident which 
caused the death of a number of our embassy staff in Sanaa and the 
injury of others," said the message of the King, who is on a private 
visit to Britain. 

The King also expressed satisfaction with the measures taken to 
offer treatment and care for those wounded in the accident. 


walking on crutches or lying on 
stretchers, were immediately 
taken by helicopter to the Hus- 
sein Medical Centre. 

The dead diplomat, Othman 
Al Abbadi, served as the 
embassy’s first secretary. Be- 
sides his family, the wife and 
daughter of the medical ser- 
vices attache and the son and 
daughter of its military 
attache, also died in the acci- 
dent. 

An Iraqi victim of the crash, 
Suleiman Daoud, a doctor, 
also returned on the plane en 
route for burial in Baghdad. 
His wife and four children 


were also taken to hospital for 
treatment. 

The bus was carrying the. 
diplomats and their, families on 
an excursion 'when it over- 
turned, killing the nine along 
with the Yemeni driver, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

Those killed in the accident 
.were: Othman Al Abbadi, 
counsellor at the embassy in 
Sanaa, his wife Hikmat 
Quteishat, his children Firas. 
Ahmad, Samar, and Sahar, 
Zein Majali, the wife of health 
attache Suleiman A1 Fayez, 
and Fayez's daughter Lujein, 


and Sakhr. son of military 
attache Fayaad Al Zaben. 

The injured _ included Dr. 
—Suleimani-Al- Fayez, his son 
Sanad, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fayyad AL Zaben and his wife 
" Sabah Izzat Al Hadid and their 
children Suheib, Seif and 
Rawan, Mahmoud Abbadi and 
Yaqoub Abbadi, children of 
Othman Al Abbadi, and secur- 
ity officer Tayseer Al Zoubi. 

The deceased will be buried 
in Amman Sunday. 

Along with the Regent to 
receive the injured and the 
bodies were Hts Royal High- 
ness Prince Ghazi Ben 
Mohammad, Royal Court 
Chief, Khaled Karaki and 
other officials and relatives of 
the deceased and injured. 

Petra said the Regent had 
directed the health authorities 
to offecihe injured all the. care 
they require in Jordan and 
abroad if need be. 

The Regent Saturday even- 
ing received a telephone call 
from Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh who offered 
his condolences to the Regent 
over the death of the Jordanian 
diplomat and dependents. 


Rockets 
fired at 
Israeli 
positions 

TYRE (AP) — Resistance fight- 
ers fired .five Katyusha rockets 
Saturday at Israeli positions in 
South Lebanon on the third 
straight day of hostilities. 

There was some material dam- 
age, but no casualties, security 
offidals in Lebanon said. 

Three Israeli soldiers were kil- 
led and eight wounded in shelling 
Friday claimed by the Muslim 
fundamentalist Hizbollah. 

A day earlier, two Israeli 
troops died and three were 
wounded in an ambush claimed 
by the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine-General 
Command (PFLP-GC) headed by 
Ahmad Jibril. 

Israel Friday sent helicopter 
gunships to bomb a PFLP-GC 
base in retaliation and has 
threatened further action if the 
violence does not stop. 

Saturday's Katyusha attack was 
claimed in a communique issued 
in Beirut by a Palestinian fun- 
damentalist group that calls itself 
Islamic Jihad-Beit Al Maqdis. 

Security officials said that one 
of the Katyushas hit an Israeli 
army . .radio station near the 
coastal area of Ras Al Biyad, 
about eight kilometres north of 
the Israeli frontier. It caused only 
minor damage, the offidals said. 

Another rocket struck a water 
tank belonging to the Fijian 
battalion of the U.N. Interim 
Force in Lebanon, a U.N. officer 
said. 

The Islamic Jihad-Beit Al Ma- 
qdis said it had fired two salvoes 
of Grad rockets at a military 
target near Nahariyya in northern 
Israel, “destroying it and causing 
casualties." 

The group, which is led by 
Amman-based Sheikh Assad 
Bayoum Al Tamimi, has claimed 
several operations against Israelis 
in the .past, including two bus 
attacks that left 16 people dead. 

A communique issued here 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.N. team confident of Iraq task 


Combined agency dispatches 

BAGHDAD — A team of Un- 
ited Nations arms inspectors ar- 
rived in Baghdad Saturday and its 
leader said he was confident the 
Iraqis would allow it to seal mis- 
sile test sites. 

“I have every confidence that 
they will allow us to install the 
seals,” Mark Silver, an Amer- 
ican, told reporters. 

Mr. Silver, a veteran of eight 
U.N. missions in Iraq, said the 
sealing of the stands Iraq used to 
test its missiles was an interim 
measure. 

The U.N. ordered the sites 
dosed after Iraq rejected a Secur- 
ity Council demand to have moni- 
toring cameras installed. 

Asked why he thought Iraq 
would accept the missile sealing, 
Mr. Silver said: “I have no reason 
not to believe at this point." 

Mr. Silver, 41, was with Nikita 
Smidovich, a senior U.N. inspec- 
tor who failed after a month of 
waiting to persuade Iraq to have 
the monitoring cameras set up ai 


the rocket sites.' . 

Mr. Silver said his optimism 
was not shared by the U.N. Spe- 
dal Commission which is over- 
seeing the scrapping' of Iraq's 
weapons. 

“This is a personal point,” he 
said. 

Mr. Silver said he planned on 
going Sunday to the firing ranges 
to seal equipment there and pre- 
vent Iraq from using them. 

But first he would hold talks 
with the Iraqi authorities. 

If Iraq blocked his mission the 
three experts would inform the 
U.N. commission charged with, 
disarming Iraq and leave Bagh- 
dad immediately, Mr. Silver said. 

The task of sealing the sites 
could be accomplished in one day 
and if all goes well the team could 
leave Iraq on Monday, added the 
U.N. expert. 

He also reported that the Iraqi 
authorities had .dismantled “fix- 
tures that are used to attach the 
engines’ of missiles at the test 
sites. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 


Christopher warned Friday that 
the United States was ready to 
use force if Iraq refused to allow 
the inspectors to complete their 
task. 

Baghdad said it would only 
allow surveillance cameras to be 
installed if it received concessions 
in return. It is seeking an end to 
U.N. sanctions imposed after the 
invasion of Kuwait three years 
ago, arguing it has complied with 
Security Council resolutions. 

Mr. Christopher warned that 
“the use of force is entirely possi- 
ble” if Iraq blocked the latest 
mission, emphasising that the 
U.N. Security Council would 
have to authorise any attack. 

Iraqi Information Minister 
Hamed Yusef Hummadi said 
Saturday that Mr. Christopher 
and President Bill Clinton had 
been “ill informed” about the 
camera row. 

Baghdad has not refused to 
allow their installation, but asked 
for a postponement because the 

(Continued on page 3) 


Nezzar replaced as 
Algeria defence chief 


Combined agency dispatches 

ALGIERS — Khaled Nezzar, 
reputed strongman of the Alge- 
rian government, has been re- 
placed as defence minister, a 
communique from the presidency 
said Saturday. 

Former General Lamine 
Zeroual was named defence 
minister but the communique 
said Gen. Nezzar remains a mem- 
ber of the High State Council, 
Algeria’s ruling council which is 
fighting a wave of Islamic militant 
violence. 

Gen. Mohammad Lamari, 
head of Algeria's anti-terrorist 
units, was appointed army chief- 
of-staff, replacing Gen. Abdul 
Malek Guenaizia, who was 
“given other duties." No new 
anti-terrorist chief was named. 

Generals Nezzar, Lamari and 
Guenaizia all played an active 
role in the departure from office 
of former President Chadli Ben- 
jedid in January 1992 following 


the landslide victory of the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) in legislative elec- 
tions Dec. 26, Z99I. 

The military-backed .council 
has run Algeria since' January 
when the second round vote the 
FIS was poised to win was cancel- 
led. Hie FIS was later banned. 

Gen. Zeroual had quit as assis- 
tant army chief-of-staff in 1990 
because of disagreements with 
Mr. Benjedid. becoming ambas- 
sador to Romania. 

Algerian newspapers said the 
new appointments were part of 
the High State Council's drive for 
“renewal,” which -was also high- 
lighted in a speech by head of 
state Ali Kafi marking independ- 
ence day July 5. 

The independent newspaper Al 
Watan and Le Matin reported the 
changes in their Saturday edi- 
tions, sayihg others were in the 
works but providing no details. 

There was speculation the 
shakeup may presage a new 



I .amine Zerpul 

approach to the problem posed 
by fundamentalists who have 
taken up arms Against the lead- 
ership. The crackdown carried 
out under the state of emergency 
has failed to quell extremist 
attacks, which have recently in- 
creased and broaded to include 
intellectuals and figures con- 
nected to the regime among 
targets. 

Gen. Nezzar, who suffers from 
serious vascular problem, was the 
object of a failed assassination 
attemp last February. 
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Tighter sanctions 
on Libya unlikely 


CAIRO ( Agencies) — Western 
and Arab diplomats said Satur- 
day tighter U.N. sanctions on 
Libya were unlikely soon despite 
recent consultations on the issue 
between the United States and its 
allies. 

“Even if (the Americans) got 
Britain and France to agree, 
there's still Russia and China 
among the permanent (Security 
Council) members and then all 
the others. It's still very unlike- 
ly," said one Western diplomat. 

Limited sanctions were im- 
posed in April 1992 over Libya's 
refusal to hand over for trial in 
the United States or Britain two 
Libyans suspected in the bombing 
of a Pan Am Jumbo jet over 
Lockerbie, Scotland in 1988. 

Libya also refused to cooperate 
with French investigations into 
another airliner bombing over 
Niger in 1989. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher told reporters at the 
Tokyo summit of the Group of 
Seven (G-7) leading industrial- 
ised nations be had spoken to G-7 
foreign ministers about banning 
the sale of oil equipment and 
freezing some Libyan assets when 
U.N. sanctions come up for re- 
newal on Aug. 25. 

But diplomats said many de- 
veloping countries, led by a vocal 
Arab and Muslim lobby, would 
object to what they saw as 
another instance of Western dou- 
ble standards in international 
affairs, and other states were not 
prepared to push the issue. 

Many Arab and Muslim states 
are already outraged at what they 
view as Western indifference to 
the killing of Bosnian Muslims by 
Serbs, compared with the ready 
use of force to make an Arab 
state like Iraq comply with U.N. 
sanctions. 

“I can only say there is a 
distinct impression of double 
dealing by the West," said an 
Arab diplomat. 

The diplomats said the wording 
of the G-7's political communi- 
que was significant because it 
bracketed Libya in the same 
category as Iraq for violating 
international law. 

“We are determined to keep 
up the pressure on Iraq and Libya 
to implement all relevant U.N. 
Security Council resolutions in 
fuD," the statement said. 

But the diplomats said strong 
U.S. statements on Libya were 
aimed mainly at persuading the 
American public that the Clinton 
administration is tough on per- 
ceived international terrorism at 
a time when the issue is hot at 
home. 

“They’ll be able to say ‘at least 
we tried.' I think that's what 
they’re aiming for,” said one 
diplomat. 

Arab and developing country 
support for Libya has actually 
hardened since the sanctions 
were last reviewed in April. 


A summit of African leaders in 
Cairo last month criticised the 
suffering caused to the Libyan 
people by the sanctions and 
praised Tripoli's offer to hand 
over the two suspects in the Lock- 
erbie bombing for rrial in a netu- 
ral country. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Friday the Un- 
ited States wants tougher sanc- 
tions against Libya. 

“I talked to my colleagues ab- 
out stronger sanctions against 
Libya for the Pan Am 103 raid," 
said Mr. Christopher in a U.S. 
television interview from Tokyo. 

Under U.N. Resolution 748, 
Tripoli has until Aug. 15 to extra- 
dite the two suspects in the bomb- 
ing to either Britain or the United 
States. 

“There can be more oil-related 
sanctions. There could be freezes 
on their assets," said Mr. Christ- 
opher. 

The secretary of state declined 
to say how U.S. allies had re-, 
sponded, but said he was optimis-’ 
tic that there would be “some-i 
thing new m place” when the 
deadline expired. 

Mr. Christopher said that he 
had met with French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe, with addi- 
tional discussions expected in 
Paris. 

Some European nations, parti- 
cularly, France, Germany and 
Italy, have com me rrial interests 
in Libya. U.S. oil companies are 
also present in Libya in the form 
of European subsidiaries. 

With existing penalties set to 
expire no August, “that's the 
kind of deadline which means 
-they will either be extended or 
hopefully they will be increased 
or toughened,” Mr. Christopher 
said. 

Possibilities indude an embar- 
go of various oil equipment, like 
production or refining equip- 
ment, and also asset freezes 
might be effective, he said. 

Mr. Christopher expressed 
hope that Libya would finally 
comply with the U.S. and U.N. 
demands. 

“They send out a lot of emis- 
saries offering various olive bran- 
ches but none of them seem to 
develop in a way that would give 
any assurance that they want to 
comply,” he said. 

Clinton, Mitterrand meet 

President Clinton raised the 
issue of expanding sanctions- 
-against Libya during his bilateral 
talks in Tokyo with French Presi- 
dent Mitterrand, presidential 
counsellor David Gergeu said 
Saturday. 

“There has been some discus- 
sion... about the possibility of 
moving on the oil., or putting 
some greater financial pressures 
on the Libyans," Mr. Gergen told 
reporters. He said he would anti- 
cipate further conversations with 
France on this issue. 


Security 
beefed up 
in Cairo 
after 

hangings 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Police 
have deployed reinforcements 
around mosques and embassies in 
the Egyptian capital after the 
hanging of seven Islamic militants 
sparked threats of reprisal from 
the outlawed A1 Gamaa AI Isla- 
miyah (Islamic Group). 

The group, which has 
spearheaded a campaign to over- 
throw the secular government, 
warned Thursday that President 
Hosni Mubarak was “digging his 
own grave” by executing the mili- 
tants. 

Mr. Mubarak was “providing 
good reason to kill him" by going 
ahead with the executions, a- 
Gamaa communique said. His 
assassination would be a “legal 
act of justice and vengeance.” 

Security was beefed up around 
mosques and embassies in Cairo, 
notably the U.S. mission, where 
several police cars were parked. 

Guards checked the bags of 
cinema and theatre-goers and 
1 similar precautions were taken at 
shopping centres across Cairo. 
Cars in parking lots of five-star 
hotels were searched. 

The militants hanged Thursday 
were found guilty of plotting to 
overthrow the government and of 
an attack on a tour bus in the 
southern region of Qena in which 
six Germans and two Egyptians 
were wounded. 

The Egyptian press applauded 
the bangings, saying they under- 
lined the government's deter- 
mination to crush a Muslim fun- 
damentalist campaign that has 
killed around 170 people and 
crippled tee vital tourism indus- 
try. 

The executions, carried out 
without prior notice between 7 
and 10 a.m. appeared to mark the 
largest group of persons executed 
for politically related crimes in 
Egypt's modern history. 

The executions are clearly 
meant to persuade tee Islamic 
Group, Egypt’s most active 
underground Islamic movement, 
to hut its violent campaign to 
overthrow President Mubarak's 
securlar government and install 
an Islamic state. 

Two other militants were 
hanged last month, and 13 others 
sentenced to-death at recent trials 
are Hkely to have their sentences 
carried out over the next two 
months, accordmgto a report last 
week in tee semi-official Al 
Ah ram newspaper. Scores of 
other militants are on trial for 
capital offences. 

Islamic Group supporters, 
however, jsaid they regard the 
hangings as evidence of the gov- 
ernment’s weakness, and they 
warned that the executions wil 
intensify their fight... 



EXTREMIST VIOLENCE: Relatives keep watch 
Friday over the bodies of an agricultural engineer 
and his wife, both former communist activists. 


gunned down in front of their three young children 
in their isolated farm in the Boufarik region ha the 
south of Algiers by suspected Islamic militants 
(AFP photo). 


Brotherhood opposes 
Mubarak reelection 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The fun- 
damentalist Muslim Brotherhood 
Saturday opposed a third pres- 
idential term for Hosni Mubarak, 
blaming him for an economic 
slump and growing Western influ- 
ence on Egypt. 

The Brotherhood is the first 
opposition group to come out 
openly against the president. 
While it is unlikely to affect Mr. 
Mubarak's expected reelection 
unopposed, it reflects public dis- 
content over the economy. 

Though officially banned, the 
Brotherhood still is allowed to 
operate. Like other Muslim 
groups, it demands implementa- 
tion of Islamic law, but it has 
rejected the violent campaign by 
Islamic extremists to topple Mr. 
Mubarak's secular government. 

In a written statement. 
Brotherhood leader Hamed Abul 
Nasr listed a string of problems 
that he claimed Mr. Mubarak 
failed to solve during 12 years in 
power — unemployment, high 
prices, growing Western influ- 
ence, instability. 

Mr. Abul Nasr did not specify, 
but the instabilify is due to the 
extremist campaign teat has left 
more than 180 people dead in the 
past 18 months. The campaign 
also has badly damaged the eco- 
nomy by crippling tourism. 

Mr. Mubarak, who came to 
power in 1981 after Muslim ex- 
tremists assassinated President 
Anwar Sadat, has refused to say 
he will accept a third term but is 
widely expected to do so. 

He blames many of his prob- 
lems on the extremist campaign, 
which he says is supported by 
Iran and Sudan. He also argues, 
in reply to fundamentalists, that 
90 per cent of Egyptian law 
already is based on tee Sharia 


Islamic code. 

The National Assembly, or 
parliament, is expected to con- 
vene July 21 to nominate Mr. 
Mubarak. Since opposition par- 
ties boycotted the last general 
elections, his National Democra- 
tic Party holds a majority in the 
454-member assembly. 

More than two-thirds of legisla- 
tors already have signed a letter 
nominating Mr. Mubarak for a 
third term. That likely assures his 
reelection by referendum since 
no opponent can get the needed 
one-third parliamentary support 
to be nominated. He is expected 
to be swom in for a third term 
before October. 

Mr. Abul Nasr, whose group 
runs in parliamentary elections 
under the banner of the Socialist 
Labour Party, said the Brother- 
hood feels the electoral system is 
stacked in Mr. Mubarak's favour. 

“We oppose the nomination of 
Mubarak for the presidency a 
third time, especially since the 
nomination comes from an 
assembly which we consider un- 
constitutional and not properly 
representative of the nation," 
Mr. Abul Nasr said in his state- 
ment. 

He said that in 1987, when 
more than two-thirds also nomin- 
ated Mr. Mubarak for reelection; : 
opposition parties demanded the 
president implement Islamic law, 
change the electoral system and 
remove all restrictions on opposi- 
tion political parties. 

Mr. Abul Nasr said none of 
their demands had been met. 

Cairo newspapers on Saturday 
quoted Parliament Speaker Fathr 
Sorour as saying 441 out of 454 
deputies signed a petition to put 
Mr. Mubarak's name forward in 
the parliamentary debate- 


Yemen looks to Gulf neighbours for economic recovery 


By Nadim Kawasta 

Agence France Presse 


ABU DHABI — Yemen is 
seeking a way out of its econo- 
mic problems by mending 
fences with its wealthy Guff 
Arab neighbours that were its 
main source of income before 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, 
diplomats say. 

Yemeni officials are hopeful 
the gap with tee six-member 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), created by Sanaa's 
alleged support of Iraq, is nar- 
rowing and aid could flow 
again after a suspension of 
nearly three years. 

“Yemen knows it cannot re- 
main isolated in this region. It 
needs its neighbours at this 
particular time when it is en- 
gaged in economic reforms, 
which need financing and in- 
vestment," a Gulf-based Arab 
diplomat said. 


“The merger of tee two Ye- 
mens remains in danger with- 
out economic recovery, which 
was promised by the govern- 
ment at the time of the merger. 
The recurring riots reflect pub- 
lic disappointment with those 
promises.'* 


GCC states — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — were Ye- 
men's main aid donors before 
the 1990 Iraqi invasion, provid- 
ing the bulk of the $11 billion 
the Red Sea country has re- 
ceived in development assist- 
ance since 1970. 


When North and South Ye- 
men united hi May 1990, GCC 
countries quickly pledged to 
pump in aid and investment to 
support tee new state. This 
encouraged the government to 
press on with economic re- 
forms. 

But the pledges did 


not 


materialise because of Ye- 
men's attitude during the Gulf 
war. According to diplomats, 
GCC countries virtually gave 
nothing to Yemen after the 
war while teeir investments 
have remained unchanged at 
around S500 million, mostly in 
oil and farming. 

The Gulf Arabs accused Ye- 
men of siding with President 
Saddam Hussein, while it said 
it only opposed the use of 
U.S.-led foreign forces to oust 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait. 

The halt in aid has exacer- 
bated Yemen’s economic woes 
although it has gradually 
boosted oil production to near- 
ly 280.000 barrels per day 
(bpd), earning it more than SI 
billion a year. 

Deficits in its budget and 
trade persisted, standing at 
SS74 million and S900 million 
respectively in 1991 while it 
remains saddled with a debt of 
S6.2 billion and a service pay- 


ment of $237 million. 

The problems were compli- 
cated by the return of more 
than one million Yemenis who 
were expelled by Saudi Arabia 
during tee Gulf war. 

Diplomats said Yemen had 
the potential for economic 
prosperity given its large farm- 
ing and fishing sector and oil 
reserves of about four billion 
barrels. Its gas reserves of 4.6 
trillion cubic metres are also 
among the top 10 reserves in 
the world. 

“Yemen's energy sector 
could steer it into economic 
recovery but it needs large 
funds, especially for gas. which 
has yet to be tapped," one 
diplomat said. "You can see 
the implication of Yemeni- 
Gulf cooperation." 

Yemen's ties with tee GCC 
began to improve after it set- 
tled a long-standing border dis- 
pute with neighbouring Oman 
and its foreign ministers visited 


the UAE and Bahrain recent- 
ly. It has also opened negotia- 
tions with Saudi Arabia to re- 
solve a similar border problem. 

Omani minister of state for 
foreign affairs, Yusef Ben Ala- 
wi Ben Abdullah, said after a 
visit to Sanaa this week the two 
countries would discuss econo- 
mic links when their new joint 
commission meets in Septem- 
ber. He said the talks would 
cover projects to build a road 
link and set up a joint free 
trade zone. 

Kuwait itself however has 
rebuffed Sanaa's overtures. 

Despite that, tee Yemeni 
ambassador in the UAE, 
Mohammad Al Khawi, told 
AFP: “You can say relations 
between Yemen and sisterly 
Gulf states are back to normal 
and a new chapter is opened.” 

"This will open the door for 
strong political and economic 
cooperation for the benefit of 
the whole region." 


Rocket 
attacks 
kill 2, 
injures 25 
in Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Rocket volleys slammed into re- 
sidential areas of the Afghan 
capita], killing two people and 
injuring 25, state-run Kabul 
Radio said. 

At least 44 rockets fired from 
the southwest of the city, which is 
controlled by tee minority Shi'ite 
Hczb-c-Wahdat party, hit Kabul 
overnight and Friday, the radio 
monitored in Islamabad said. 

Several houses and a mosque 
were destroyed, it said. 


Missile ransom sought 


The Afghan abductor of two 
Chinese hydrologists has deman- 
ded three Stinger missiles and 
payment of more than $220,000 
for teeir release, official sources 
said in Pakistani town of Quetta 
Saturday. 

He has also demanded the re- 
lease of his brother jailed in 
Pakistan for gun running and the 
return of other weapons seized by 
Pakistani .troops in.a.raid on his 
camp' earlier this year, they said. 

The Chinese, identified as 
Weng Chin Ping and Zheng Hong 
Pao, were abducted from the 
Bostan district, in southwestern 
Baluchistan province, on June 22. 

Mullah Abdul Sal am, nick- 
named “Mu! la Rocketi,” who be- 
longs to the Hezb-e-Islami faction 
of Afghan Premier Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, conveyed his de- 
mands to an Afghan jirga 
(mediator team) which met him 
this week in the Afghan province 
of Zabul. 

The abduction was to retaliate 
for Islamabad's alleged failure to 
pay the cost of his U.S.-supplied 
Stinger missiles as promised and 
their subsequent raid on his camp 
at Badini near here to recover tee 
weapons. 

Mullah Rocketi claimed that 
the Pakistani militia troops had 
also seized six million rupees 
($222,000) from his house, be- 
sides some light arms in their 
raid. 

The shoulder-carried anti- 
aircraft Stinger missiles, costing 
$20,000, were supplied to the 
Afghan guerrillas by the United 
States for use against the former 
pro-Soviet regime deposed after 
14 years of war in April 1992. 

Reports from Washington said 
the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency was now buying back the 
Stingers lest they fall in tee hands 
of anti-American countries, parti- 
cularly Iran. 

Mr. Salam is also holding hos- 
tage seven Pakistani government 
employees since last winter, 
saying he would also free them 
once his demands were met, the 
sources said. 


MEWS IN BRIEF 


Yemeni and Bahraini labour ministers die 


r A HR AIN (AP) — The labour ministers of Bahrain aiid Yemen 

octdisdosed-So^ 

i familv speaking on condition of anonymity, say 

Hdsts tightened their control. He was ^n^hhr^Bytan m 
Einrat where he survived two assassination attempts by pramen. 
Mr/Haithem, 53, had served only six weeks as Yemen s minuter of 
labour, social affairs and insurance. 

PLO students divided over Israeli contacts 

TUNIS /r) Divisions arose Saturday within tee General Union 

of Palestinian Students over a meeting test month in Sweden 
between its leaders and the youth group of the Israeli Labour Pafty. 
She of the 10 members of tee Palestinian union s executive 
committee said in a statement teey were opposed to tee meeting. 
Tis a normalisation of relations with the institutions of (Israeli) 
occupation ... and a violation of the national consensus, they said 
in a statement. 


7 killed in Sudanese attack on Kenyans 


'f 




• : 'i 


NAIROBI (R) — Seven people were killed when hundreds __ 
Sudanese cattle raiders fought with villagers in northern Kenya, 
police said Saturday. More than 300 Sudanese armed. with 
automatic weapons stormed the frequently troubled region on 
Friday and seized 1,000 head of cattle and 1.300 goats, a police 
statement said. In tee ensuing fight with Kenya s TJirkana villagers, 
four of tee raiders and three local people were killed, it said. The 
government rushed police and the paramilitary general service unit 
to pursue the cattle thieves, thought to be from femme-struck 
southern Sudan. 


Iran, Ukraine sign transportation accords 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran and Ukraine have signed a series of 
agreements on road, sea and air transport, officials said Saturday. 
The agreement signed here on Friday between Iranian Transporta- 
tion Minister Mohammad Saidi Kia and his Ukrainian counterpart, 
Kelim Pushch, would allow Iran access to Ukraine’s road network 
for sending goods to Western and Central Europe. The new r 
which passes through Azerbaijan, Ukraine and Russia, would — 
ease Iran’s dependence on its western neighbour Turicey for links I 
Europe. Iran signed similar agreements with Azerbaijan aodJfcussia±_J 
m the past year. “This new route is shorter and much less costly for 
Iran," said Mr. Saidi Kia. Tehran and Kiev have also agreed to 
consider establishing weekly flights between the two countries and 
to use each other's port facilities to expedite transportation. Iran 
and Ukraine have also reached major accords in the field of oil and 
gas. 


Turkey demands compensation from Swiss 


ANKARA (AFP) — The Turkish Foreign Ministry has demanded 
compensation from Bern claiming Swiss authorities failed to protect 
teeir embassy during an attack by Kurds in which one person died, 
a Turkish diplomatic source said Saturday. A note delivered Friday 
to Swiss Ambassador Paul Andre Ramseyer said the compensation 
was for “negligence by tee Swiss authorities in failing to protect tee 
Turkish embassy in Switzerland.” One of the Kurds died in the 
attack as shots were fired from- the embassy premises. The note 
followed a protest by Swiss authorities delivered Wednesday to' the 
Turkish Ambassador in Bean Kaya Toperi, in which they criticised 
tee shooting at tee Kurds on June 24 and Ankara’s lack of 
cooperation. Turkey’s reply said teat the Swiss protest was 
unacceptable and “if the embassy had been well protected at the 
time there would have been no attack on the building.” Turkey has 
withdrawn four staff from the Bern embassy, accused by the Swiss 
authorities of having caused the shooting, and has refused to lift 
their diplomatic immunity. 




Italy blocks machinery export to Iran jra 


VENICE (R) — Italian customs officials said Friday they had 
blocked the export of machinery to Iran because it contravened a 
ban on the sale of high-technology equipment outside the European 
Community. Antonio Cutolo, customs chief in the industrial port of 
Portomarghera in tee Venice lagoon, said the consignment con- 
sisted of six heat exchangers. The Italian company exporting the 
merchandise, worth an estimated $200,000, had declared it as 
machinery for the pharmaceutical industry and had 10 days to 
appeal against the customs decision, Mr. Cutolo said, “the 
machinery is not for this purpose,” he said by telephone. He 
declined to say whether the equipment might have a military or 
nuclear use. “The merchandise is banned from export," he said. He 
declined to identify the company involved. But Paolo Cosulicfa, a 
senior official at I CM, a Venice-based firm that recently overhauled 
the equipment, named it as BV Pharmes, a small company in the 
Milan region. 


Lebanon indicts six in bombing plot 


BEIRUT .(AP) — Military prosecutors on Friday ch« 
^ uslims with attempting to bomb a gathering of 
and Orthodox prelates, apparently to avenge the killing of Miidims 
in Bosnia- Herzegovina. A Muslim man was killed and two others 
were wounded on June 14 when the bomb they were setting at a 
crossroads exploded prematurely. Those to be tried include the two 
men who were wounded and four other suspects, the army said-in a 
statement. No trial date was set. “Investigators have concluded that 
the six suspecte conspired to stage the bombing ... thinking there 
were berb md Croat prelates participating in tee Balamand 
contevence , the statement said . Catholic and Orthodox derics met 
ror a week at the Balamand monastery in northern Lebanon to 
of r^y^g ^ ?*-h century split between the two 
S^SS*iS n 5» of C ? nst,a " it y' s earliest schisms. The conference was 
S ed b l 37 Palates, but the Orthodox church in Serbia and the 
Catholic church in Croatia did not send delegates. 
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Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church. Td. 

632785. 

St* Joseph Gmrch Td. 624590. 
Charch of the Annunciation Tel. 
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De k SaHe Church Td. 661757 
Tenrasancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the AnaaodatioB Td. 
623541. 

AngHean Charch Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Charch Td. 77 1751. 
Amman Inlematkmal Charch Tel. 
652526. 
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824328. 


The Charch of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824. 654932 
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WEATHER 

Buttcon supplied by the Dqxrtmou of 
Meteorology. 

It wil] be fair and winds will be 
northwesterly moderate, in Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

Mm. /Max. temp. 

Amman 18/29 

Aqaba 26/37 

Desens 13/31 

Jordan Valley 23/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 30. Aqaba 38. Humidity readings; 
Amman 42 per cent. Aqaba 30 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Mohammad AI Azza 752971 

Dr. Yousef Abdo 694916 

Dr. Mohammad Labadch 6835R5 

Dr. Mohammad Imran 612232 

Fiias pharmacy 66191 2 

Fertknvs pharmacy 778336 


Al Ascma pharmacy 637053 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644045 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

KB ID: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu ( — ) 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQAr 

Dr. Hisham Hiyasal 982440 

Khafifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 6ft I II I 

Oil Defence Immcdialc 

Rescue 630341 

CMI Defence Emergency W 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pnftfc Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871)1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls OIU230 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repaid 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Walcr Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen AliB Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medieal Centre 81381302 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabul Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. j. Amman 636140 

Palatine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

Univcnily Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abflali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AhMuhajrccn 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital A0224D50 

Amol Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Alinkma Modem Hospital (09)990990 


IRSID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital .. (02)279555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)3 14 ill 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royvl 
Jordanian (RJ) intormaiioa depart- 
ment at the Ouccn Alia International 
Airport Td. (08IS3200-5. where it 
Should always he verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

9*15 Aqaba (RJ) 

•h* Damascus (RJ) 

1M° Jeddah (RJ) 

Hfcl# Laraaca(RJ) 

WJO Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

te» Beirut (RJ) 

lid* Doha.Bahrian(RJ) 

lk45 Brands (RJ) 

teli Madrid(RJ) 

IK2S Istanbul (RJ) 

te3d New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

|fcJ 9 Pant. Bonn (RJ) 


| JS London (RJ) 

SS Athens (RJ) 

IlS ViCffluJRJ) 

......j™.... RomeiRJ) 

rrankfhn. Geneva (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

SS Lamca(CY) 

28-sa -Cp«ro tMS) 

Beirut (ME) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1 ) " 

ffS Aqaba (RJl 

Beirut (RJ) 

*2 Turns. Casablanca (Rj) 

AmsteR ton.Ncw York(RI) 
uiS btanbuJ(Rj, 

2i™ 5Wl (RJ ) 

2t-« Jeddah (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (Rj! 

Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 

■teGS Larnaca(RJ 

Doha. Bahrain fcf 

Moscow (SO 

MARKET PRICES 

Apricois 4401340 

Banana 680/680 

Banana (Muluunmar) 620 / 6» 

Beans £20/ 330 

Cabbage ]Q 0/50 

Carrot 28020 

Cauliflower i$y 100 

Chenytred) 75BW0 

Cucumbers (large) I0D/5D 

Cucumbers (small) 170 /BO 

Eggplant 170/SP 

Garlic 200/30° 

Grapes 300(200 

kanon 580 /4® 

Marrow (1,^) 150 /«° 

Manow (small) ........ 250/2® 

Mini — $9 

Okra Soso 

Onion (dry) (40/ W 

Orange 340/2® 

Peaches 6000® 

PfcppcrOiot) 360/3® 

Pepper (sweet) 3®/*® 

Potato 230) DO 

Tomato 130f® 

gweetmefon '24®«|g 

Watermelon - 140/» 
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Regent offers condolences to Emir of Bahrain 

Issa Ben Salman Al Si“ a ? c™riSiL ^ r ° f Bah ™"' Shcikh 
Bahraini Minister of Labour and Social ° c1, r -t* 6 < ^ eal * 1 

Ben Salman Al fcLifoT ^ Affa,re She,kh KI *Iifah 

Princess Rania meets NHF director 

lahAlH^^ P'ghness Princess Rania Abdul- 

tJm wfeS she T£ rl V, t 6 • l w C *?° r A1 Husse * n Foundation 
([vhpj wnere she was familiarised with the foundation’s oroiects 

° f family P^ning cuU^aS 

by 1 In ? m 
national development efforts. Her Roy J^hn^s 
dre role of the foundation and UudSdff dSSSS^SjS? 

Prince Ghazi visits Prime Ministry 

MnKarr^ma H rn r H ™ — S R °y al Highness Prince Ghazi Ben 
M ?S,Tr?tvf p m - d y v^- 51 ■ ed the Pnme Ministry where he had a 
meeting with Pnme Minister Abdul Salam Al Majali 

Agriculture minister returns home 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Agriculture Marwan Kamal 

t°T aft f r a “ e ^ng the opening ceremonv of 
“® Bntesh Royal Agricultural Fair, which was inaugurated in 
Yorkshire July 5. Dr. -Kamal met during his stay in the United 
&ugdom with British Agnculture Secretary and several foreign 
offiaab attending the opening ceremony of the fair and discussed 
with them means of enhancing cooperation between Jordan and 
their countries in agricultural fields. 

Amman to host conference on Arabic music 

AMMAN (Petra) — Representatives of 13 Arab countries will 
gather in Amman next Saturday to attend the works of the 12th 
Arabic Music Academy (AMA) conference, AMA Secretary 
General Munir Bashir said Saturday. At a press conference held 
in Amman, Mr. Bashir said delegates from Jordan, Tunisia, 
Algeria, Syria, Lebanon, Libya, Egypt. Morocco, Somalia, Iraq. 
-Palestine, Yemen and Oman will participate in the three-day 
conference, which will be held at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC). He said the participants will discuss several issues on 
Arabic music affairs, means of developing Arabic music and 
encouraging music production in the Arab World. At the 
meetings, organised by the National Music Conservatory (NMC) 
of the Noor Al Hussein Foundation (NHF) in cooperation with 
Royal Jordanian Airlines (RJ), the participants will elect a new 
presidency and general secretariat for the AMA, Mr. Bashir said. 
He added that the general secretariat will present at the meetings 
a proposal on establishing a centre for bedouin music tradition in 
■Jordan. Mr. Bashir explained that the Baghdad-based AMA, 
which was established in 1971, is an Arab League agency which 
includes all Arab states as members. The academy, he said, 
includes five main committees on musical education, traditional 
musical heritage, popular arts, musical production and historical 
studies, pie AMA also cooperates with Arab and international 
organisations concerned with music activities such as the Arab 
Radio Stations League, the Arab League Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation, the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation {UNESCO) and the Interna- 
tional Council of Music. The AMA’s 11th conference was held in 
1989 at the Institute of the Arab World in Paris. NMC Director 
Kifah Fakhouri commended the good relations between NMC 
and AMA, saying the conservatory in 1990 helped the AMA to 
organise an Arab Music parley, that, she said, encouraged AMA 
officials to hold their conference in Amman. 

Omani, Jordanian TV officials discuss cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the Sultanate of Oman 
Television Khamis Ben Ahmad Al Musafer Saturday met with 
several officials from the Jordanian Radio and Television Cor- 
poration and the Jordan Radio and Television Production 
Company. Mr. Musafer discussed with the Jordanian officials the 
prospects of seconding several Jordanian technicians to woik in 
the Omani Ministry of Health's television production unit. Mr. 
Khamis arrived in Amman Thursday accompanied by Director 
General of the Omani Ministry of Health’s Personnel Affairs 
Department Yousef Al Mujanni. 

Jordan, European bank to discuss water projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing the ministries of 
Planning and Water will Sunday leave for Luxembourg to hold 
talks with officials from the European Investment Bank on 
technical issues related to two water projects carried out in the 
Balqa govemorate through financial help from the bank. Othman 
Al Kurdi of the Ministry of Water said the Jordanian delegation 
will present to the bank designs, tender documents, feasibility 
studies and other papers on the JD 17 million projects. 

50 poultry shops closed 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman Municipality has last week 
ordered the closure of 50 poultry shops for violations of health 
and public safety regulations. Toe closure orders come in the 
wake of an all-out campaign launched against violations of laws by 
■shops selling and slaughtering live poultry. The municipality 
urged citizens not to buy poultry slaughtered outside Amman's 
slaughterhouses on the grounds that shops selling fresh poultry 
meat lack the needed veterinary facilities. 

416 Jordanians employed through Aqaba labour office 

AQABA (Petra) — The Aqaba Labour and Employment 
Department has collected JD 112,000 in revenues during the past 
six months, Department Director Jamal Abu Tayeh said Satur- 
day. Mr. Abu Tayeh said during the same period the department 
has granted 975 work permits and retrieved 153 expired permits. 
He said a total of 456 Jordanian job seekers have contacted the 
department since the beginning of the year, adding that 416 of 
them were employed since then. 

OAF begins vocational training course 

TRBID (Petra) — A course in manufacturing puppets and stuffed 
toys started Saturday at the Princess Basma Social Services 
Centre of the Queen Alia Jordan Social Welfare Fund (QAF). 
Centre Director Nabih Al Rousan said 15 female trainees from 
various soda! development centres are participating in the course, 
which aims at acquainting them with new skills. The course, he 
said, is considered as a good chance for dressmaking trainees and 
women to produce toys of good quality. The course will last for 
two. weeks. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

☆ Exhibition of watercolours fay Jordanian'plaslk: artist Marwan 
Al Allan at the Jordanian Writers Association, 
it Paintings by Salem Al Dabbagh, Himat All ami Karim Rassan 
at the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation Gallery (10 a.m.-6 
P«ni.) 

ft Art exhibition by 26 Jordanian artists at Eshbeelia Art Gallery, 
6th Cirde, Amra Shopping Centre, 
ft Exhibition of ofl paintings by Noeile Shawwa at the Royal 
. Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of art works by Zuheira Zaqtan at Baladna Art 
‘ GaBery. 


Princess Sarvath urges 
efforts to allow Bosnian 
refugees access to universities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath Al 
Hassao Saturday urged the Jor- 
dan Hashemite charity Organisa- 
tion (JHCO) and other con- 
cerned departments to work to- 
wards allowing Bosnian refugees 
in Jordan to enter Jordanian uni- 
versities and community colleges. 

Speaking during her visit to the 
Bosnian residential centre, Prin- 
cess Sarvath said that efforts 
should also be directed towards 
helping the Bosnian families to 
carry out social and recreational 
activities at their premises and 
elsewhere in Jordan. The Prin- 
cess was addressing a meeting 
attended by JHCO Chairman 
Abdul Salam Al Abbadi and 
other officials with whom she 
discussed programmes for the 
Bosnian families who arrived 
here last month. 

The princess toured the centre 
and met with the Bosnian families 
and inspected the handicrafts 
centre which was set up to train 
Bosnian women on dressmaking, 
weaving and knitting, flower 
arrangement and food proces- 
sing. The JHCO has provided the 
knitting and sewing machines and 
also the various articles and mate- 
rials used in the handicrafts train- 
ing programme, according to Dr. 
Abbadi. 


Dr. Abbadi said that arrange- 
ments have been made with the 
^Vocational Training Corporation 
(VTC) to prepare training prog- 
rammes to the Bosnian families at 
the centre. 

The princess lawr toured the 
Khawlah Bint Al Alzwar school 
for girls where the Bosnian chil- 
dren are taking lessons in Bos- 
nian language at the hands of 
Jordanian students who had stu- 
died in former Yugoslavia and 
Bosnian teachers living in Jordan. 

Princess Sarvath’s visit came on 
the heels of a meeting she held at 
the Bosnians Centre last week 
with representatives of non- 
government organisations operat- 
ing in Jordan. The meeting was 
attended by representatives of 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, the U.N. Com- 
missioner for Refugees, the Un- 
ited Nations Children's Fund, the 
International Organisation for 
Migration, the Middle East 
Council of Churches, CARE In- 
ternational and Save the Chil- 
dren's Fund. 

Representatives of these orga- 
nisations voiced appreciation for 
Jordan’s efforts to help the Bos- 
nian refugees and pledged sup- 
port with donations of cash and 
other means. 


Seminar warns against 
environment pollution in 
refugee camps 


AMMAN (Petra) — Health 
Minister Abdul Rahim Malhas 
Saturday opened a seminar on 
health woik and sanitation in 
Palestinian refugee camps with a 
call for the protection of the 
environment. 

“There has been an increasing 
damage to the environment to an 
extent that one can only think of 
appointing special guards to pro- 
vide protection to the environ- 
ment and prevent pollution,” said 
the health minister in an address 
at the opening session. 

The seminar has been orga- 
nised by the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) in cooperation 
with the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA). 
It was attended by sanitation and 
health workers employed by the 
agency in Palestinian refiigee 
camps in Jordan, the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip, Lebanon and Syria. 

“A person is no more trusting 
the food he is eating or the 
nutritional value of food" said 
Dr. Malhas. 

.“Cooperation among world 
organisations to stem any damage 
to the environment through the 
appointment of guards is one of 
the options to fight contamina- 
tion," he said. 

WHO representative Hassan 
Al Baroudi told the meeting that 
the seminar was an attempt to 
familiarise the participants with 
better means of guarding against 
environmental pollution. 


“This meeting,” he added “will 
focus attention on ways to con- 
duct environmental surveys 
covering drinking water, solid 
and liquid waste, combating in- 
sects and rodents and ensuring 
sanitation in schools and institu- 
tions. 

The seminar is aimed at help- 
ing to improve health conditions 
for the refugees in their camps, 
said Adel Arrabi, another WHO 
official. 

Health and sanitary conditions 
in refugee camps, especially in 
the Gaza Strip, is deteriorating 
and environmental pollution is at 
its worst, said Dr. Arrabi. 

He said these conditions pose a 
real danger to human life in the 
camps. 

Dr. Arrabi said that the re- 
fugee camps in the occupied Arab 
lands lack sewerage systems and 
this is a cause of real concern to 
WHO and other concerned au- 
thorities. 

Dr. Arrabi blamed the Israeli 
authorities for refusing to build 
sewerage systems in certain areas 
which prompts the local residents 
to dump the waste in the open 
sea, which in turn causes marine ' 
pollution. 

Participants in the two- week 
seminar will be discussing health 
and sanitary requirements and 
means of controlling the spread 
of rodents and insects among 
other important issues. 


Jordan, Australia to adjust trade balance 


AMMAN (Perra) — Western 
Australia is willing to develop its 
relations with Jordan, increase 
the volume of trade with the 
Kingdom and launch joint invest- 
ment projects in various fields, 
visiting Minister for Primary In- 
dustry and Fisheries in Western 
Australia Monty House said 
Saturday. 

Saying that his country would 
be willing to benefit from Jorda- 
nian expertise in free zones 
affairs, Mr. House said that Au- 
stralia and Jordan can carry out 
joint food processing industries 
and other schemes based on 
Jordanian phosphate and potash, 
said Mr. House at a meeting with 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Bassam Al Saket. 

Stressing the need for Jordan 
and Australia to diversify their 
trade exchange Mr. House said 
that his country was keen on 
importing more of Jordanian 
phosphate and potash in a bid to 
adjust the balance of trades which 
is in favour of Australia. 

He said this can be facilitated 
through the exchange of visits by 
businessman from the two coun- 
tries. 

Ministry of Industry and Trade 
sources said that last year Jordan 
imported JD 9 million worth of 
products from Australia and ex- 
ported it JD 256,000 wonh of 
Jordanian goods, mainly phos- 
phate. 

Dr. Saket emphasised rhe need 
for Australia and Jordan to 
launch joint investment projects, 
espically in food and phosphate 
based industries, urging Australia 
to buy Jordanian pharmaceutical 
products in addition to increasing 



Jordanian and Australian officials Saturday held 
talks on means of enhancing trade and economic 
relations between the two countries. The Jorda- 
nian side to the talks was beaded by Minister of 


Industry and Trade Bassam Al Saket (fourth from 
right) while Minister for Primary Industry and 
Fisheries in Western Australia Monty House 
(fourth from left) headed the Australian si'-. 
(Petra photo) 


its phosphate and potash imports. 

Dr. Saket suggested a barter 
system for exchanging Jordanian 
and Australian goods saying that 
Jordan was interested in pur- 
cashing wheat in addition to live 
sheep and meat. 

The minister also offered the 
Jordanian free zones a venue for 
the joint Australian-Jordanian in- 
vestment schemes which, he said, 
can sell their products to neigh- 
bouring states. 

He also suggested the organisa- 


tion of a Jordanian trade fair in 
Australia to orient the public 
there with the Kingdom's pro- 
ducts. 

The outcome of discussions 
was conveyed to Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali who 
voiced Jordan's keenness on 
promoting its relations with Au- 
stralia and increasing trade with 
it. 

Mr. House, who is due to 
conclude his talks in Jordan Sun- 
day by singing a memorandum of 


understanding, earlier met with 
Agriculture Minister Marwan 
Kamal. The two discussed Jor- 
dan’s imports of Australian live 
sheep. Dr. Kamal briefed the 
guest on Jordan's efforts to prom- 
ote agriculture in the Jordan Val- 
ley and the region's fruit and 
vegetable exports to world mar- 
kets. 

Mr. House, met also with 
Minister of Planning Ziyad Fariz 
who briefed the Australian minis- 
ter on Jordan's economic reform. 


Children to be covered by mothers’ health insurance 


By Ian Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Health is preparing to change its 
health insurance programme to 
allow women employees of the 
government to cover their chil- 
dren and other dependents und^r 
certain circumstances, according 
to Health Minister Abdul Rahim 
'Malhas. Until now, this had only 
been allowed tb male employees 
although the monthly premium is 
the same for both men and 
women (2% of the employee's 
salary). 

Ms. Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, pres- 
ident of the Jordanian Women's 
Union, herself a government em- 
ployee in the Ministry of Health, 
had written a public letter on this 
issue to Dr. Malhas in Al Ra’i 
Arabic daily and then met with 
him personally. 

"This is not a new effort," she 
said. “The Women's Union has 
been working on this for over a 
year and approached various peo- 
ple in the government and Parlia- 
ment." The previous minister of 
health, she said, had made sever-' 
al promises to eliminate what she 
called the inequity over more 
than a year, but nothing was 
done. 

However, she continued, “Dr. 
Malhas made a promise to do 
something. I think he will do it.” 
She said Dr. Malhas is widely 
known as a supporter of women's 
rights. 

Dr. Malhas said that the minis- 
try is now preparing its case for 
the judicial system and the 


Cabinet. “One starts asking 
why." he said, “since she (a 
woman) is an employee like her 
husband and pays premiums, why 
shouldn't she be able to cover her 
children — from a logical point of 
view.” 

Under the Jordanian Constitu- 
tion, men and women are equals. 
However, traditional Islamic law 
and the major body of other 
Jordanian laws consider the man 
to be die sole provider of the 
family. According to both Dr. 
Malhas and Ms. Abu Ghazaleh, 
the reality is that there are fami- 
lies in Jordan that rely on the 
woman for financial support. 

Ms. Abu. Ghazaleh said that 
she and Qr. Jialhas. bad different 
in their meeting on how many 
families are excluded from the 
ministiy's-health insurance cover- 
age because a woman govern- 
ment employee is the only holder 
of a health insurance policy in the 
family. 

Dr. Halhas, she stated, be- 
lieved that this occurs infrequent- 
ly, but she believes that at least 
50,000 women and their families 
fall into this category. 

Dr. Malhas said that under the 
changes he proposed, a woman's 
rhealth insurance would cover 
children who are under 18 years 
of age if the father holds no 
insurance policy, parents or sibl- 
ings if the woman is not married 
and they depend on her financial- 
ly, and the husband himself if he 
is handicapped, disable or unable 
to work. 

He said that he did not want to 
negate the role of the man as the 



Haifa Abu Ghazaleh 

main supporter of the family, but 
he also did not want families 
losing medical coverage if 'the 
man did not hold any -insurance 
policy. 

“We find this very logical,'.' he 
said in reference to modifying the 
insurance programme." not 
necessarily just because we want 
to change the law to support 
women for the sake of supporting 
women, but because there are so 
many illogical laws governing 
women's activities, more than 
any that cover men’s activities,” 
he said. 

One women’s rights activist, 
Huda Fakhoury, strongly criti- 
cised Ms. Abu Ghazaleh's public 
letter to the minister of health. In 
the June 24 edition of Al Ra’i, 
Ms. Fakhoury said that Ms. Abu 
Ghazaleh had used an apologetic 
and pleading tone in her letter 
when she should have stood up 
and demanded what is women's 
unquestionable right. Ms. Abu 
Ghazaleh had represented 


Dr. Abdul Rahim Malhas 

women poorly, she said. 

*‘We are not begging for our 
rights." said Ms. Abu Ghazaleh. 
"We will discuss this first — there 
is no need to open a war with 
people the first rime they come 
into office.” 

Ms. Fakhoury told the Jordan 
Times that besides her disagree- 
ment with Ms. Abu Ghazaleh’s 
letter, there were other things 
that concerned her in regard to 
the women's rights movement in 
Jordan. "... Women have not 
organised themselves properly to 
form a force which is capable of 
wielding any real pressure .... 
(they) get excited about a certain 
issue for a limited duration of 
time and write about it, yet they 
have not, as yet, been able to 
actually have any effect on re- 
sponsible persons ...." she said. 

"The need is for a change in 
the way women view them- 
selves,” she added," so that they 
come to believe in themselves os 
capable of leadership." 


YMCA to build community centre 


By EUa Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Young Men 
Christian Association (YMCA), 
Jordan is setting up a community 
development centre, to promote 
the socio-economic and cultural 
activities of the local residents. 

YMCA Chairman Raouf Abu 
Jaber told the Jordan Times that 
work on the first stage of the 
JTD 836,000 project, started in the 
past week and is planned to be 
completed in 300 days. 

"We awarded the first stage of 
the project to “Al Rafidain” local 


Engineering Firm to set op a 
multi-purpose hall, offices and 
ancillary infrastructure,” said Dr. 
Abu Jaber Saturday. 

The Community Development 
Centre, which will be located in 
Al Yadoudeh south of Amman, 
will benefit the residents of the 
Yadoudeh village and the towns 
of Jawa, Bnayyat, Mqablein, 
Marj Al Hamam, Urn Qsair and 
Taybeh, added Dr. Abu Jaber. 

By setting up this centre 
YMCA aims to help develop the 
social and economic status of the 
local community, promote cultu- 
ral and educational development 


and assist in leadership develop- 
ment activities, Dr. Abu Jaber 
said. 

He said the centre would also 
serve as a meeting place for con- 
ducting Islamic- Christian dia- 
logue in order to promote and 
encourage co-existence 
friendship and understanding 
among the Christian and Muslim 
yontfa in these areas. 

Referring to YMCA activities 
in Jordan Dr. Abu Jaber said 
that the YMCA has been orga- 
nising an annual four-week sum- 
mer camp for Jordanian youth.* 

Each year. 550 male and 


female orphans gather in these 
camps, set up along the Naour 
road on the premises of the Am- 
man Training College operated 
by the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA), said 
Dr. Abu Jaber. 

He said that the participants 
are offered the chance to carry 
out cultural sports and re- 
creational activities and be 
trained in various handicrafts and 
computer work. He said the 
YMCA finances the full accom- 
modation of these children and 
the cost of their activities. 


Rockets fired at Israeli positions 


(Continued from page 1) 


said that it had also fired 
katyusha rockets at an- Israeli 
radar station inside the “security 
zone." 

An Israeli army spokesman de- 
nied that any rockets had hit 
Israeli territory. 

Israeli leaders are weighing the 
possibility of a heavy incursion 
into Lebanon. 

They also warned that the 
fighting could further block the 
already stalled peace negotiations 
between Israel and Syria. 

“The Israel defense force will 
not be placid with this for long," 
Ori Ore, head of the parliamen- 
tary committee for security and 
foreign affairs and former north- 
ern commander, said on Israel 
television Friday night. 

“I don’t rule out the possibility 
of extensive action," he said. 

Israel Television said the 
atmosphere in Lebanon reached 
its boiling point, and quoted army 
chief of staff, Ehud Barak as 
saying,” it is war." 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
together with the chief of staff, 
the northern commander and 
Israel’s coordinator of affairs in 


Lebanon toured the area, Friday, 
media reports said. 

Officials blamed Syria for the 
heated-up situation. 

“Syria is doing almost nothing 
to stop these groupp," Mr. On- 
said. “It could put many blocks, 
but it is not." 

“We could weigh a hinted 
military action. The army could 
go to bases of these organisations 
under Syrian control," he said. 

The violence escalated as U.S. 
State Department envoy Dennis 
Ross met with Israelis, Palesti- 
nians and Egyptians to try to 
break a negotiating deadlock. 

Israelis brought up “Syrian re- 
sponsibility" for the attacks in 
their talks with Mr. Ross, said 
ftamar Rabinovich, the ambassa- 
dor lo the United States and the 
head of the negotiating team with 
the Syrians. 

“The fact that there is violence, 
that Israeli soldiers were killed 
and that apparently it was done 
by the organisation of Ahmad 
Jibril, that happens to be head- 
quartered in Damascus, is a cause 
of serious concern to us,” he told 
reporters after the meeting. 


U.N. team confident of Iraq task 


(Continued 

installation came under the long 
term surveillance phase of the 
disarmament of Iraq under U.N-. 
resolutions. 

This would begin once Resolu- 
tion 687, ordering the destruction 
of Iraq's weapons of mass des- 
truction, was implemented, he 
argued. 

“Baghdad asked that the U.N. 
special disarmament commission 
meet to assess Iraq’s implementa- 
tion of Resolution 687," Mr. 
Hummadi said. 

But a meeting scheduled for 


from page 1) 

Monday had been cancelled by 
special commission head Rolf 
Ekeus “who wants to exert illegal 
pressure on Iraq." 

Iraq says it has implemented 95 
per cent of the U.N. resolutions. 

Mr. Hummadi accused Mr. 
Ekeus and “those who support 
him” of being at the roots of “this 
crisis provoked with the United 
Nations." 

They were seeking to merge 
the destruction and long term 
surveillance phases, Mr. Humma- 
di said. 


TESCO courses in Amman 

Minolta, BEO, Germany, has a ' long-standing tradition of 
convening a yearly technical training course in one of the 
countries in the Midr' 1 -. East. This time, the course was convened 
at Amman Forte Gr. .id Hotel and attended by many participants 
from TESCO and from neighbouring Arab countries. The course, 
which bej*an on July 1993. lasted for one week. The main aim of 
these training courses is to give proper Technical training on the 
new models of Minolta Copiers and to update the engineers on 
the state of the art in copier technology at Minolta. The course 
was ended with a small party given by the hosting company, 
TESCO, where all participants had a taste of Jordan hospitality. 


Meeting to discuss 
administrative procedures 


AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar 
on administrative and financial 
inspection and control will open 
in the Institute of Public Admi- 
nistration Sunday under the pat- 
ronage of Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Al Majali. 

Institue Director General 
Zuheir Al Kayed said the semi- 
nar. to be attended by director 


generals of ministries and heads 
of government departments and 
institutions aims to debare the 
Jordanian experiment in the field 
of financial and administrative 
control and inspection measures 
on the one hand, and defining 
places of inter-relevance and du- 
plication of duties between the 
concerned institutions 


An invitation to 


Earn Your American 
University Degree 
At A College in London 


-- ] : ■ Meetom--' 

■ College Admissions Officer ■ 

Satuiday t .17 July, at 18.00 

" * y Hotel Jordan Intw-Continentel 
Please join us for frKtfvkfuaJ dis cuss ions, 
interviews and a video presentation. 


Study Business Administration, Commercial Art, Fashion 
Design and Marketing. Interior Design and Video Production 

A large number of Jordanian students are currently 
studying at The American College in London. An international 
education could prepare you lor your career, loo. 

Our university puts emphasis on an education ior your 
career with specialized courses, contacts with top professionals, 
famous guest lecturers, and exposure to real world situations 
through our internship program. 

US. accredited and degree granting (university -level 
bachelor's and associate degrees). Housing and job placement _ 
services available. Study abroad opportunities to our sister 
campuses in Atlanta and Los Angeles. 

English as a Second Language program IESL) available. 
For further information or a prospectus, coniaci: 

FT The American College in London 

LJ HO Maryiebone High Street. London W1M 3DB 

C3 Phone: (071) 486-1772 • FAX: (Q7t).93f-8144 

Terms begin August 3. Ociober 4. January 6 
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Worship above politics 


ON THURSDAY, the minister of Awqaf and Islamic affairs 
urged mosque preachers to remain neutral as far as politics 
is concerned and to limit their sermons to ev pbmmg Islam 
to worshippers. Dr. Abdul Salam A1 Abbadi told preachers 
that they should not take sides with political factions and 
should promote dialogue among all people and groups in 
society. Tht ^linister was stressing the role of the mosque as 
a meeting place for aD Muslims of different shades of 
opinion. The dear message was that, in an era of democracy 
and political pluralism, and m an age of uncertainty and 
search for identity mid solutions to earthly problems, the 
mosque should play a more constructive role In advocating 
peaceful debate and tolerance among all citizens of this 
country. 

Bat Thursday quickly gave way to Friday, on which day 
die list of mosque preachers in Amman showed that at least 
half a dozen were leading political figures, mainly Mamto 
deputies. One of course does not expect non-Islamists to 
preach at oar mosques, but the hope has always been that no 
single party, least of all political, should have an edge over 
other parties at booses of worship. 

There have been complaints recently that mosque 
preachers and speakers have used the pulpit to attack or 
demean certain political parties or groups. This places the 
mosque, the most frequented place, on one side of the 
political spectrum extending support to one side and 
withholding it from other Muslins. Minister Abbadi was 
conspicuously less explicit on tins point hot he still warned 
that “the sanctity of the mosques should not be harmed by 
any one or used to serve any personal or factional goals.” 

Now that elections have been set for November tins year, 
the campaign which wffl start in earnest, cannot, by law, be 
condu c ted in booses of worship, be they mosques or 
churches. Words uttered in those places have to not only 
cleanse oar souls of earthly matters and petty rivalries. They 
have to eaconrage leaving politics to be practised by 
politicians in political bouses and arenas. 

It is, t h er e fo r e, the responsibility of the state to ensure 
that file message that emanates from the mosque is pious, 
wise and tolerant. Especially at this crucial time in our 
history, mosques and churches should not serve to favour 
one political faction over the other or take sides. Hence 
politicians and political activists should not be allowed to 
make ose of the fact that they can reach the pulpit and 
others cannot. Minister Abbadi needs to do more than 
preach to preachers; he should make sure that the list of 
preachers that his ministry releases every Friday does not 
mdude politicians of any sort This would leave places of 
worship free from electioneering and guarantee that politi- 
cians are seen as such and operating within then* proper and 
legal context in society. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


DESPITE REPEATED pledges by the U.S. administration that 
it'would play the role of full and active partner in the Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations, nothing has been achieved during the 10th 
round where the Americans failed to live up to expectations, said 
A1 Ra’i daily Saturday. Indeed, Washington played a biased role 
towards Israel rather than playing a neutral role with the purpose 
of helping the two sides to achieve, a just peace, said the paper. 
Furthermore. U.S. Secretary of States Warren Christopher’s 
statement Friday that his country was determined to remove the 
points of differences between the two sides is regarded as a 
warning from the Clinton administration to the Arabs to accept 
Israel’s terms for a settlement, continued the paper. It said that 
the Palestinians are the party concerned here because they have 
been demanding that Jerusalem be placed on the agenda, a 
demand totally opposed by the Israeli government which has been 
responsible for the failure of the peace talks so far. The 
Americans, who are making these statements now are also 
responsible for the failure of the talks because they failed to 
honour their own commitment and also tailed to pinpoint the 
party responsible for the failure, proving to the world that Israel’s 
intransigence is the stumbling block in the path of peace, added 
the paper. The American document presented to the Palestinians 
adopted the Israeli views, disregarded the question of Jerusalem 
and overlooked the question of Jewish settlements, said the daily. 
It said the Palestinians and the Arabs have the full right to 
demand a clear American stand vis-a-vis the talks before agreeing 
to take part in further sessions. 


COMMENTING ON a visit to Israel by U.S. peace talks 
coordinator Dennis Ross. Sawt A1 Shaab daily said Saturday that 
the talks ended in deadlock due to Israel’s intransigent position, 
and so the Ross mission has failed before the envoy started his 
tour of Arab capitals. The daily said that Israel has proven again 
and again that it refuses to implement U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 224 and 338 which call for Israeli withdrawal from 
lands occupied since 1967. including the Arab part of Jerusalem. 
The Israelis have approved the American document, submined to 
the Palestinians and the Israelis, concerning the autonomy rule 
for the Palestinians simply because it overlooked the status of 
Jerusalem, said the daily. It added that the Amefican envoy has 
failed in his mission probably because he tried to make Israel 
budge from its present position and meet the Palestinians 
halfway. The paper said that Mr. Ross will now tour Cairo. 
Damascus nnd Amman to sound out their position with regard to 
the contin .jrion of peace talks, but we believe that the big gap 
between tfe Arabs and the Israelis would prevent such continua- 
tion. The p "er said that the Arab parties to the peace talks with 
Israel which ,ilan to hold a meeting, following Mr. Ross's tour to 
assess the situation, should ding to their coordination and their 
collective demands that peace should be comprehensive on all 
tracks and b d on the exchange of land for peace. It said these 
are the principles on which the U.N. resolutions were based. 


Development can stop immigration 


Tahar Ben Jelioun. a Moroccan 
who has lived in Paris the past 
two decades . is the author of 
seven novels and four volumes of 
poetry. Winner of the 19S7 Prix 
Goncourt. his works have been 
translated into 25 languages. Foi* 
lowing are excerpts "of an inter- 
view conducted last week in 
Rome with Newsweek's Ken 
Shulman: 


violence. The fear the French feel 
is imaginary, chimerical. Pasqua’s 
demagoguery is merely an 
attempt to show the extreme right 
that the government is capable of 
taking a strong position. 


Question: Emigration, immigra- 
tion and racism have always been 
central themes in your novels. 
Answer: I am obligated to deal 
with these themes, as they are 
part of the landscape of Europe 
and northern Africa. Northern 
Africa is a land of emigration. 
And France is a land of immigra- 
tion. 


Q: Not Tor much longer, at least 
according to recent statements 
made by French Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua. 

A: Charles Pasqua is trying to 
appease the extreme right, to 
take advantage of the ignorance 
and prejudices of a certain sector 
of the French electorate that has 
made a connection between im- 
migration and fear among the 
French. This is a total inversion 
of the situation. The troth is that it 
is the immigrants who are afraid. 
They are the ones who are victims 
of attacks, of bombings and of 


Q: Why is the extreme right and 
the National Front so popular in 
France? 

A: Any time there is a crisis, the 
people need to find a culprit. And 
this time the finger has been 
pointed at the immigrants, even 
though economists have demons- 
trated that immigration has no- 
thing to do with the country's 
economic woes. Those are caused 
by the evolution of society, by 
modernity, by technology, by 
having to compete in an interna- 
tional market. Vet these concepts 
are hard to understand, and even 
harder to explain: it is much 
easier to tell an unemployed per- 
son that he has lost his job on. 
account of an Arab. And this is 
not only on the extreme right. By 
now, the equation immigration- 
equals-unemployment-equals- 
crisis has been so widely repeated 
that people all across the political 
spectrum begin to believe it. 

Q: The situation, as you describe 
it, is similar to that of Germany in 
the 1936s. 

A: Jt is. but there are also several 
differences. German society in 
'30s was much more frag- 


mented than that of France to- 
day. It was still reeling from 
defeat in World War I, and there 
was nothing to stem the tide of 
racism once it began to swell. 
Today there are anti-racist asso- 
ciations and groups like Amnesty 
International that offer resistance 
to mass movements of racism. 
Thee was no resistance in the 


France. Germany has no historic 
relationship with Turkey, while 
France has a long and tumultuous 
one with Algeria. In Germany, 
the extreme right movements are 
opposed to foreigners in general. 
This is a more classic form of 
racism. In France, there are still 
memories of Algeria as a French 
colony. Many of the people who 


the 
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Q: How would you begin 
history of French immigration 
With colonialism? 


A: This is quite simple. Immigra- 
tion is obviously a consequent ot 

colonialism. The development of 

France was accomplished thanks 
to the sweat and labour of immig- 
rants. What people tend to forget 


day you’ll find a large percentage^ 
of names that are not French. - 
0 . The immigrant fa mffies you 
describe in your fiction often ssf- 
a 1 »* of cultural Identi- 


ty 


tl 

C 
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“ft is inevitable that the immigrant 
loses his roots • Most of them are 
poor, illiterate people who come from 
remote villages in Morocco or Algeria 
or Tunisia . They arrive in a western 
society with television , cinema, 
advertising, and they are totally lost. 
The situation is even more dramatic 
for their children who are bom in 


France. Their parents are people who 
have been denuded of everything, 
even ot their history. They hare no 
stories to tell, no books to recom- 
mend, nothing they can offer to 
counter the onslaught of French cul- 
ture. Their children end up not 
knowing if they 9 re Moroccan or 
French or something in between • 


1930s. If anything, I see a nostal- 
gia today for an epoch when it 
was easier for a European to 
manifest his hatred of foreigners. 


the 


Q: There may be resistance today, 
but the frequency and intensity of 
racially motivated attacks are ris- 
ing rapidly in Europe. 

A: Here, too, you must draw a 
distinction between Germany and 


declare themselves to be anti- 
immigrants are actually anti- 
Algerian. Asians and blacks are 
more widely accepted in France. 
In both countries, the violence 
stems from ignorance and from a 
lack of information. Today’s 
leaders have not done their his- 
tory homework. The only thing 
they think about is how to remain 
in power. 


is that the French arrived in 
northern Africa with their trucks 
and went to villages looking for 
labour. These men were brought 
back to France to work, and 
when there was a shortage of 
soldiers on the front, they put 
these immigrants into uniform. 
This is something the French 
don’t know. But if you look 
through military cemeteries to- 


A: It is inevitable that the mumg- 
ra ’nt loses his roots. Most of them 
are poor, illiterate people ,wl£ 
come from remote villages # 
Morocco or Algeria or Tunisia. 
They arrive in a western society 
with television, cinema, advertis- 
ing, and they are totally lost. ’Die 
situation is even more dramatic 
for their children who are bom ia 
France. Their parents are people 
who have been denuded of every- 
thing, even of their history. They 
have no stories to tell, no books 
to recommend, nothing they can 
offer to counter the onslaught of- 
French culture. Their children 
end up not knowing if they’re. 
Moroccan or French, or some- 
thing in between. . -T " 

Q: is there an alternative to im- 
migration? 

A: Development. If a country 
develops, it will no longer need toj* 
send its men abroad to work. BV 
may not be in Europe’s interests 
the short run, but in the long run 
promoting development would be 
a good investment. Europe needs 
north Africa, just as it needs the 
southern Mediterranean. And it 
needs (them) now. 



Out of balance 


By Yosef Ben Aharon 

The writer . a former director- 
general of the prime minister's 
office, headed Israel's negotiating 
team with Syria from the Madrid 
peace talks through June 1992. 
The following article is reprinted 
from the Jerusalem Post. 

THE LATEST American docu- 
ment, which aims to bridge over 
the differences between Israel 
and tire Palestinians, bears the 
distinct -imprint of Dennis Ross 
and his close associates, Dan 
Knrtzer and Aaron Miller. 

It is supposed to project a 
balanced approach, that takes 
both sides' views into Considera- 
tion, ostensibly incorporating 
some “constructive ambiguity.” 

In fact, it is a blatantly one- 
sided document that satisfies 
many of the major Palestinian 
demands at the expense of vital 
Israeli interests. 

I hasten to stress that one 
should not lay the blame for this 
turn of events at the doorstep of 
Dennis Ross and his colleagues. 
Primary responsibility for the 
contents of this document lies 
with our government which has 
hastened to make one-sided con- 
cessions throughout the last five 
rounds of negotiations, and was 
rewarded by deadlocks and ever- 
growing demands from the 
Palestinians. 

It is the Israeli government that 
agreed to the inclusion of a Jeru- 
salem Arab in the Palestinian 
delegation. It also agreed to the 
participation of a PLO member in 
the multilateral talks. It informed 
the Palestinians that the areas of 
Judea. Samaria (Israeli given 
names to the West Bank) and 
Gaza will be treated as one ter- 
ritorial unit, thus burying finally 
the Labour Party's commitment 
to “territorial concessions'' in its 
political platform. 

In addition, it accepted the 
concept of “interlock” between 
the interim stage talks and the 
permanent status negotiations, 
thus undermining the importance 
of the interim stage as a testing 
period of coexistence and coop- 
eration between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

All these concessions run coun- 
ter to the letter and spirit of the 
Camp David accords and the 
Madrid formula. 

Furthermore, our government 
abolished the law banning meet- 
ings with PLO functionaries, 
while some of its ministers are 
openly calling on Rabin to meet 
with Yasser Arafat. Other minis- 
ter are intimating that they 
would not be averse to conces- 
sions even on Jerusalem if that 
were the last obstacle to an agree- 
ment. 

Against this background, it is 
not surprising that the American 
“bridging" proposal takes us con- 
siderably closer to the ultimate 
Palestinian demands. 

It has totally eroded the origin- 
al concept of a Jordanian-Palesri- 
nian delegation. The Palestinian 


side is treated on a par with 
Israel, in effect representing a 
sovereign entity in the making. 

For the first time, Israel will be 
formally agreeing to the inclusion 
of Jerusalem on the agenda of the 
permanent status negotiations. 

Contrary to the position of all 
previous Israeli governments, the 
Palestinian self-government body 
will be invested with legislative, in 
addition to executive, powers. 
Both elements do not appear in 
the Camp David accords or in the 
Madrid formula, which were de- 
signed to provide the Palestinian 
body with administrative powers 
only. 


Japanese question 

the miracle 
and its makers 


By Elaine Kurtenbach 

The Associated Press 


“ The latest Amer- 
ican document is 
supposed to pro- 
ject a balanced 
approach, that 
takes both sides’ 
views into consid- 
eration, ostensibly 
incorporating 
some ( constructive 
ambiguity In 
fact, it is a blatant- 
ly one-sided docu- 
ment that satisfies 
many of tbe major 
Palestinian de- 
mands at tbe ex- 
pense of vital 
Israeli interests 


In all previous rounds of 
negotations from Camp David 
on, it was understood that the 
residual authority, as well as re- 
sponsibility for overall security of 
the areas in question, would re- 
main in Israeli hands. In Camp 
David, the Palestinian police 
force was intended to “assist in 
providing... security.” In the 
American document, however, 
there is no provision for the 
retention of the residual authority 
by Israel. 

As for the critical issue of 
security, the document says: 
“The Israelis and the Palestinians 
agree that the security of both 
sides will be respected and streng- 
thened through the negotiation 
process.” In other words. Israel 
and the Palestinians are placed oq 
an equal footing even with regard 
to security. 

In sum, the latest American 
document, which purports to rep- 
resent a set of principles agreed 
to by Israel and Palestinians, is 
nothing short of a stepping-stone 
to an independent Palestinian 
state over all of Judea. Samaria 
and the Gaza Strip, probably 
under the control of the PLO, 
which would also wield some 
authority over Jerusalem. 


TOKYO — Aftqr World War II, 
the Japanese gave up believing 
their emperor was a god and 
transferred their faith to the eco- 
nomy, a benevolent deity that 
offered security and a better life 
as rewards for devotion. 

Now, with Japan's industrial 
competitiveness dulled and the 
political leadership in shambles, 
faith in the economic miracle and 
the institutions that fashioned it 
appears to be waning. 

The defeat of Prime Minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa's. administration 
by reformers, culminating years 
of scandal and disillusion, is seen 
as a turning point that may equal 
the end of the shogun rule in the 
late ISth century. 

Polls indicate many Japanese 
believe their country has been 
moving in the wrong direction. 
The political turmoil has rein- 
forced the conviction that chance 
is needed, and not just in corrupt 
political institutions. 

“The reason Japan was so suc- 
cessful is that each Japanese sac- 
rificed his own pe,rsonal life for 
the sake of big corporations,’’ 
said Masao Miyamoto of the 
Health and Welfare Ministry, 
who has publicly criticised fellow 
bureaucrats' conformist attitudes. 
“That was OK up to now, but 
now we have to change.” 
Scandal upon scandal has re- 
vealed mismanagement that 
gnawed at the economy's finan- 
cial foundations and helped push 
Japan into its worst recession in 
two decades. 

Painful belt-tightening by cor- 
porations has shaken faith in the 
Japanese way of doing business, 
leading even its most successful 
proponents to demand changes. 

“The formula for Japan's eco- 
nomic success, effective and 
appropriate in the 1950s. 60s and 
70s. can no tonger be accepted or 
defended.” said Akio Morita. 
chairman of Sony Corp. Other 
business leaders have made simi- 
lar comments. 

Despite cozy ties with estab- 
lishment politicians, many execu- 
tives have welcomed the possibil- 
ity that the upheaval in the gov- 
erning Liberal Democratic Party 
will result in new policies. 

Mr. Miyazawa lost a confi- 
dence vote in parliament on June 
18. leaving Japan with a lame 
duck government. 

Since then. 56 lawmakers have 
defected from the scandal-tainted 
Libera] Democrats, raising the 
possibility that the party will be" 
forced out of power for the* fiist time 
since it was founded 3S years ago. 

Whether that will happen de- 
pends on how willing the deeply 
conservative Japanese are to 
accept changes they have put off 
for years. The Liberal Democrats 
still are given credit for presiding 
over the seemingly miraculous 
progress from defeat and destitu- 
tion to the world's second largest 
economy. 

By some measures, Japan is the 
most affluent of nations. It has 
the highest per capita income 
($23,801 in 1990) and savings 
($45,118), the world’s richest 
businessman: railroad magnate 
Yoshiaki Tsutsumi. at $9 billion, 
the most expensive real estate, 
and many of the wealthiest cor- 
porations. 

To that can be added some 
matters of national pride: an ex- 
tremely low rate of violent 
crime, high public health stan- 
dards and low unemployment. 


But the wealth amassed by 
business and funneled to the poli- 
tical elite also exposes a sharp 
contrast with the confined living 
and working conditions of aver- 
age Japanese. 

When investigators found huge 
stashes of gold and other illicit 
wealth in the home of Shin Kane- 
maru, the former godfather of 
Japanese politics, popular disgust 
with political corruption reached 
its peak. 

At the same time, economic 
confidence has faded. Unpre- 
cedented bankruptcies and 
layoffs, although small in number 
by western standar’ds;have"led fo' ’ 
worry that the Japanese economy 
may be as subject to stagnation as 
those of the West. 

“Japanese businessmen used to 
pride themselves on having a 
first-rate economy even though 
their political system was third- 
rate, but they have subsequently 
seen how fragile even the eco- 
nomy really is,” said Ryuzo Sato, 
a commentator for the newspaper 
Yomiuri. 

Some economists believe the 
orgy of investment and consumer 
spending in the boom 1980s was 
an aberration that may never 
recur. 

Others, such as Kenneth S. 
Courtis, a senior economist of 
Deutsche Bank, believe the cur- 
rent slowdown is just a breather. 

He argues that Japan will' 
emerge “leaner and meaner," 
having pared down the fat of the 
1980s, when asset prices inflated 
beyond all reason,and companies 
and individuals - overextended 
themselves on easy credit. 

Even if Japan remains immune 
to the “Igirisu Byo,” or English, 
disease, of economic stagnation, 
rising unemployment and falling 
productivity, many commenta- 
tors feel it is becoming hostage to 
its postwar success. * 

Haruo Shimada, an economics 
professor at Keio University, 
cites the “big business syn- 
drome,” a growing tendency to 
conformity and conservatism that 
renders decision-makers incap- 
able of independent thought or 
radical action. 

Mr. Shimada says the Japanese- 
need new national goals: more 
equal distribution of wealth and 
greater emphasis on individual 
happiness, translated into better 
working and living conditions.. 

Achieving those goals would 
require land and tax reforms and 
less catering to special-interest 
groups — particularly to the most 
powerful of those groups, the 
government bureaucracy. 

“It is absurd to produce high- 
quality products when you do not 
live comfortably," said Mr. 
Miyamoto, who has publicly de- 
nounced rhe conformist attitudes 
of fellow bureaucrats in the 
Health and Welfare Ministry. 

In the hard postwar years, the 
bureaucracy carefully nurtured 
selected industries and kept the 
nation politically stable. But now, 
critics say. it stifles the creativity 
that Japan needs. 

Even if the Libera! Democrats 
lose the parliamentary' election 
this month, reformers will face 
great obstacles from bureaucrats 
accustomed to drafting and im-, 
plementing most government* 
policies. 

“In my opinion, the seeds of 
Japan’s downfall lie in what, until 
now, has been the secret of its 
success: immense bureaucratic in- 
fluence," said Kazuo Inamori. 
chairman of the high-tech 
Kyocera Corp. 
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To the Editor: 


4. 


With reference to the letter titled “The ebbs and tides of a ship” 
that appeared in the July 5 issue of the Jordan Times, we, the 
captain and crewmembers of the vessel referred to in the letter, 
would like to clarify the following: 

1. We have no quarrel or legal battle with the Ports 
Corporation. Our claims in salaries were from the owners 
of the ship, Ibn Majed. and we already have won three 
consecutive cases in an Aqaba court which had ordered 
that our claims be settled from the proceeds of the ship’s 
sale. 

2. We, the crew, are in no way responsible for the actions of 
the shipowners, charterer or the agents. The ownership 
claims of the vessels and the episode of changing names and 
registration as cited in the letter do not involve or concern 
us simply because we are paid employees who obey the 
orders of the owner, charterer or agent who represents th 

. .. . jjowner and charterer at every port of call the ship makes. 
Nor did we stand to gain *3ftfrthing from whatever commer- 
cial manoeuvres anyone of them adopted. ’ ’ 

3. . .The ship was auctioned on f Jan. 17, 1993, for a sum df JD 

126,000. The claims of the captain and 10 crewmembers of 
the ship until Jan. 15 amount to $88,945/- plus our air 
passage home under International Marine Law. 

The problem, as we understand it, is the pending cases filed 
against the ship by the Ports Corporation and the agents. 

But we would like to point out here that Article 50 of tbe 
International Marine Law, to which Jordan is a signatory, 
clearly states that the claims of the crew take precedence M. 
over all other claims except the charges for docking? 
piloting, fresh water and other services offered by the host 
port. 

The total amount of the Ports Corporation’s claim, which itis 
entitled to seek under the International Marine Law does 
not exceed more than JD 20,000. But the actually-sought 
for claim in court by the Ports Corporation is more than JD 
110,000 since it has included anchorage charges, which 
under the Internationa! Marine Law, should be or rould be 
paid only after settling the dues of the crew. 

Furthermore under the same law, agents of the ship are 
supposed to be the guarantor for payment of the docking 
charges and other related fees and tbe ports authorities aU 
°" er .world retain bank guarantees from agents to 
ensure this payment. We do not see why the due pLedure 
was not followed in this case. 

In any event, the fact remains that regardless of the 
pending cases filed by the Ports Corpora- 
tton and the age^ts^ the dues of the crew have to be settled 
immediately. Or. at least, the law has to be implemented. 
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Man, nature 
threaten 
^ r Cairo’s 
"history 

" By Mimi Mann 

^ -■* . The Associated Press 

r , 4 

£ CAIRO .— The ravages of man 
rand the rumbles of nature are 
V ** threatening the minarets, domes, 
3^ marches and towers of Islam that 
rJV * have dominated Cairo’s skyline 
-.for 1,000 years. 

Jj y The peril -was accelerated by a 
,dJS * v killer earthquake that damaged 
of,, almost 200 Islamic monuments in 
‘ -" Cairo last October. 

. ’ Alarmed, by the crisis, experts 

n,n S tit ■ . from thtUnited S fates, Europe, 
°?*lk -».TAsia and Egypt — including U.S. 

£ > Specialists in protecting historic 
ne 1 :■ buildings against earl 




3> 


*5 

’ d net} 
neaiu 


earthquake 
damage — gathered last month to 
: explore ways to save the city’s 
historic areas. 

n The key is to pinpoint a build- 
ing’s weak areas and determine 
how to strengthen them. But the 
U.S. National Park Service’s 
e ,X*.: David Look of San Francisco, 
-said scientists can take months to 
. identify a weakness, while “an 
' earthquake finds it in seconds.” 
; Miguel Angel Corzo, director 
“of the J. Paul Getty Conservation 
■ Institute of Marina Del Rey, 
■' Calif., said scientists at his insti- 
tute use mockups of historical 
buildings on “shake tables” to 

- study seismic activity. 

“We’re trying to find ways to 

. safeguard monuments before- 
;haiid, to keep them standing, 

- rather than fix them when they 
fall down,” Mr. Corzo said. 

He said Islamic architecture 
; seems little known or appreciated 
! by much of the world, despite its 
; - beauty and creativity. 
jk Safeguarding Cairo's Islamic 
•• heritage has never received top 
! priority among Egyptian officials. 

; Medieval monuments largely 
have disappeared in Europe and 
, 'the Middle East. But Cairo con- 
! tains the world's largest collec- 
; 'tion; 

! ‘ Engineer James Wight of die 
1 University of Michigan , a spedaJ- 
J ist in seismic threats* to historic 
! 'buildings, surveyed many roonu- 
1 jnents soon after last October’s 
; earthquake. 

! v He said problems arose more 

• ‘from neglect than from quake 

■ damage. 

; ' “Hie earthquake was like a 

■ ■surcharge,” be. said. “Hie monu- 

• meins started to deteriorate, and 
. were allowed to. deteriorate.” 

And Ibrahim Bakr, Egypt’s 
' Antiquities chairman, opened the 
; four-day conference with the 

■ admission that emergency work 

• .done after the earthquake was 
! “insufficient.” 

! “We are doing all what we can, 

■ but at best we can do little," he 
;said. “Sometimes we are working 
«day and night It’s the least we 
San do to say we are doing some- 
thing for the next generation.” 

The Egyptian Antiquities 
Organisation sponsored the con- 
ference with the Getty Institute 
.and the American Research Cen- 
tre in Egypt, which oversees U.S. 
academic and archaeological pro- 
jects. 

Before the quake, the anti- 
quities organisation employed 30 
engineers amlarchitects repairing 
50 Islamic monuments yearly. 
The earthquake damaged '198, 
with scores needing immediate 
repair. 

Several different organisations 
have plans to fix most of the 
■damaged structures, but 26 still 
have nobody to repair them. 
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j|k Emergency work has left some 
the city’s most historic build- 


city 

■mgs in scaffolding. Metal poles 
support portions of certain monu- 
ments. 

Patchwork restoration has left 
parts of buildings in a precarious 
state. Stone decorations, beauti- 
fully painted ceilings and inlaid 
archways are -poised to collapse. 

The rumble of passing traffic 
could do it. Or another earth- 
quake. - Periodic quakes in the 
past have wrought major destruc- 
tion. • 

“The one thing that’s certain is 
that sometime in the future, 
Cairo will have another earth- 
quake,” said David Sykora of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
“It’s posable Cairo has yet to feel 
its most dangerous quake.” 
Last-year’s tremor was centred 
’a few kilometres south of Cairo 
0* .|||. registered 5.9 on the Richter 
niV’ • scale, which measuiles ground 

■ motion as recorded on seistno- 
! graphs. Sykora said Egyptian spe- 
; dalists have little scientific data 

* about that earthquake or others 
' in Egypt’s long history, 

! But they say weak soil in most 
; of Cairo’s 1 historic zones leaves 

■ the monuments vulnerable. 

. , And sewage water from leaky 

I pipes or lack of pipes has been t 
: eating away at the monuments for 
: years. The old city’s first sewage 
1 system is riot scheduled for com- 
; pletioh until 1995. . 

• Forty yeqrs ago, Cairo boasted 
i b22 Islamic'moniiments. Today 
( there are 560, though one would* 

• be hard-pressed to locate some of 

■ them. Most are nestled within 
S medieval Cairns congested, nar r 
1 row alleyways, battered by jjoUu- 

tion and noise from snail factor-: 
... ... r . and passing vehicles, their 
underpinnings threatened bv con- 
stiuction of high-rise buildings. 


Mapping path to heart of cell 


Unveiling growth signals may help treat cancers 


By Natalie Angier 


NEW YORK — With a splendid 
convergence of discoveries from a 
broad range of disciplines, 
biologists at last have sketched 
out the crucial events that tell a 
cell u is time to divide. They have 
traced the pilgrimage of a bioche- 
mical signal from the moment it 
impinges on the delicate skin of 
the cell, through to iu. arrival in 
the cell's deep nuclear soul, 
where the directive to multiply 
can bp fulfilled. 

In understanding this essential 
pathway of life after a quest of 13 
years, molecular biologists are 
now gazing upon a fundamental 
revelation into how the hodv 
grows. 

It turns out the signaling path- 
way of the cell is a kind of 
molecular comedy, in which one 
protein hooks up to a second 
protein that then jointly push a 
button on an enzyme that pushes 
a button on another enzyme thar 
makes this knob slide into that 
hole. 

The design works wondrously 
in overseeing cell growth. -so well 
that it is shared by species as 
diverse as yeast, worms, fires and 
humans. And us u recent deluge 
of reports makes dear, scientists 
are elated at last to have cracked 
the puzzle of the cellular event 
known as the “activation of the 
ras pathway.” 

The pathway is a series of 
molecular reactions that begins 
when a stimulatory compound in 
the blood system tweaks a protein 
on the surface of a cell and ends 
with new cell growth. The ras 
pathway is the principal circuilry 
through which a signal to divide 
reaches central headquarters in 
the cell's nucleus, although scien- 
tists believe that other subsidiary 
growth pathways may exist. 

At the heart of the long, intri- 
cate pathway is the ras protein, 
which is so central to cell growth 
that defects in the protein are 


thought to account for up to a 
'third of all human cancers. In 
some cases, such as tumors of the 
pancreas and colon, from 5(1 to 90 
per cent may result from a muta- 
tional blow io the gene thur 
makes the ras protein. „ 

In the past several months, 
dozens of reports on the ras 
pathway have appeared in major 
journals. At the annua! meeting 
on the genetics of cancer in 
Frederick. Maryland, presenta- 
tions on the ras cascade domin- 
ated the sessions. 

“There is more known now 
about the ras pathway by for than 
about any other pathway in the 
cell.” said Dr. Michael Wigler of 
Cold Spring Harbour Laboratory 
at Cold Spring Harbour. New 
York, an early pioneer in the 
study of the ras gene. “There has 
been a great advantage in having 
so many people studying the 
problem, because there are things 
that come out in the details that 
are precious.” 

Indeed, the details are the 
breath and blood of the story. It 
is one thing to know in hazy 
outline what happens to make a 
ceil divide; it is quite another to 
know which proteins comport 
with which and in what order to 
■ carry out the task. 

“There are still gaps in our 
understanding, and a few links 
are still obscure” said Dr. Robert 
A. Weinberg of the Whitehead 
Institute for Biomedical Research 
in Cambridge. Massachusetts. 
"But I did manage ro draw all this 
up in one glorious wiring diagram 
recently and present it at a talk.” 
The wiring of the cell, he said, “is 
no longer any more inaecessihte 
to study than the wiring of a 
transistor radio.” 

And while much of the latest 
work focuses on a basic under- 
standing of the r:is communica- 
tions system, two papers pub- 
lished in the current issue of the 
journal Science suggest the 
may be swiftly translated into real 


cancer therapies. 

In the reports, researchers 
announced that, in test-tube re- 
sults. they were able to block a 
step necessary for the ras protein 
!o convey a cancerous signal to 
the nucleus. Using small synthetic 
peptides or drugs distantly re- 
lated to Valium, the scientists 
prevented the ras protein from 
finding its proper niche just inside 
the membrane of the cell, a posi- 
tioning essential if ras is to oper- 
ate as the mastermind of a signal- 
ing cascade. 

And while the drugs cun also 
interfere mildly with tfie perform- 
ance of the protein in healthy 
cells, for a variety of reasons the 
inhibitory effect is vastly ampli- 
fied in cancer cells, depriving 
them of the power to divide 
lawlessly and returning them to a 
seemingly normal state. 

in their ability to home in on a 
specific part of a signaling path- 
way in cells, rather than merely 
attacking and killing anything 
that divides, us standard che- 
motherapy drugs do. the new 
compounds approach the silver 
bullet method of which biologists 
and doctors have long dreamed. 

The new therapeutics will not 
be ready for human trials for two 
. ro three years, said Allen Oliff. 
the executive director for cancer 
research at Merck Research 
Laboratories in West Point. 
Pennsylvania, and the prelimin- 
ary observations may never come 
ro anything. Nevertheless, he 
said. “I'm an oncologist, and 
from my viewpoint it‘s the most 
-exciting thing I’ve seen in the last 
15 years.” 

Dr. Oliff and a colleague. Dr. 
Jackson B. Gibbs. led the team 
responsible for one of the two 
science reports. The Other study 
came from a collaboration be- 
tween the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Centre in 
Dallas and Genentech Inc. in 
South San Francisco. Rl sear- 
chers elsewhere arc seeking diffe- 


rent Achilles’ heels along the ras 
cascade. The initial work on the 
ras gene began around 19Sf). 
when scientists realised that the 
gene could contribute to cancer 
and thus merited a designation as 
an oncogene. Like most of the 5<> 
other known oncogenes, the ra*c 
gene was named after the animal 
species and tumor rype in which 
its nefarious effects were first 
discovered — in this case, as the 


cause of a rat sarcoma, or connec- 
tive-tissue cancer. 

Biologists discovered that the 
only difference between a robust 
version of ras that is vital to life, 
and the malevolent version that 
helps cause cancer, is a single 
subunit, or base pair, out of the 
many thousands of base pairs that 
make up the gene. 

Normally, when the ras protein 
is in an inactive state, it clasps a 


small molecule called GDP. 
Upon being elbowed into action 
by a stimulant [ike a growth 
factor, the protein tosses away 
the GDP and picks up a more 
active molecule called GTP from 
the cell's own cache, an exchange 
that allows the ras protein to pass 
its excitatory message along to- 
wards the nucleus. 

Once its transmission chore is 
through, jhe ras protein obliging- 


ly switches itself off. using a bit of 
its own enzymatic machinery to 
transform the active GTP into the 
more sedate molecule. GDP. The 
point mutation destroys this act 

of self-control, leaving ras ulwavs 
gripping GTP and thus in an 

incessantly .stimulated condition 
— whether an external signal to 
grow is there or not — Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. 
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somersaulting pathway of 
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Memories are made of a million million connections 


THE MAKING OF MEMORY 

By Steven Ross 
Bantam Press £16' 99 


As Steven Rose, author of The 
Making of Memory (Bantam 
Press), this year's winner of the 
Science Book Prize, says; “No 
memory within a computer could 
survive such a complete turnover 
of all the machine’s constituent 
parts. Somehow, just as the 
shapes of our bodies persist de- 
spite the ceaseless ebb and flow 
of their molecular components, 
so do our memories, embedded 
in the structure and processes of 
the* - ' brain.” 

Professor Rose, a neurobiolog- 
ist at the Open University, has 
spent most of his professional life 
trying to understand how the 
brain remembers. He works on 
the brans of new-born chicks, 
who at a few days old can be 
trained simple memory tasks, 
such as learning to avoid coloured 
beads from the memory of haying 
once pecked at one soaked in a 
bitter substance. 

Sophisticated instruments that 
can detect minute amounts of 
substances in the chicks’ brains 
help him to compare a chick with 
a certain memory of an event 
with one that has no such mem- 


ory. The results are fascinating. It 
appears from his woTk that 

'7 he truth, no doubt, 
wiir prove more com- 
plex than this. The 
power of the human 
brain remains one of 
the greatest achieve- 
ments of natural 
selection. The mole- 
cules of the brain, like 
those in the rest of 
our body, are 
changed completely 
many times over dur- 
ing our lifetime. The 
connections between 
nerve celis are 
broken and replaced 
perhaps thousands 
or millions of times. 
And yet our memor- 
ies remain, we hope, 
intact. " 


.memories do not stay. put in one 
place after they are formed, but . 
divide into multiple copies of 
themselves* and wander off 
around the brain, perhaps with 
different parts of the experience 
stored in different places, in 
much the same way that a secret- 
ary might photocopy an impor- 
tant document and send copies to 
relevant departments. 

t Scientists now believe in a 
“connectionist" view of the 
brain, where the millions upon 
millions of nerve cells act as a vast 
network or grid. Professor Rose 
and his colleagues suggest that 
sensations, from a bitter-tasting 
substance to the death of a loved 
one, stimulate electrical activity 
in nerve cells that trigger new 
connections to sprout between 


By Steve Connor 


the cells. This constant rewiring 
of the brain, and the need to keep 
it primed for electrical activity, 
could account for why it is such 
an energy-hungry organ. Could 
the new connections also be the 
physical manifestation of mem- 
ory? 

The truth, no doubt, will prove 
more complex than this. The 
power of the human brain re- 
mains one of the greatest achieve- 
ments of natural selection. Each 
of us can, for instance, recognise 
up to 10,000 human faces — one 
Roman general, Publius Scipio, 
was said to be able to put names 
to his entire army of 35,000 men. 

But most of us axe not Scipio- 
like. Somehow the brain carefiilly 
filters out the important things in 
life for long-term storage. The 
trivia gets weeded out, or so we 


"hope. (How many times has an 
idiotic tune-haunted you for days 
on end?) 

For .all- its importance, the 
brain remains an enigma. We 
know it consists of about ten 
thousand million nerve cells and 
there are ten million million con- 
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nections and pathways between 
these cells. We also know a little 
about the enormous amount of 
energy consumed by the brain. 
Despite weighing only a 50th of 
the body’s weight, the brain uses 
about a quarter of the energy we 
need in a typical day. An ounce 


of brain bums more calories than 
an ounce of muscle uses during 
exercise. Being conscious is har- 
der work than running to work. 

This is all very well, but what 
does it tell us of memory? The 
answer is, nothing very much. 
The molecules of the brain, like 
those in the rest of our body, are 
changed completely many times 
over during our lifetime- The 
connections between nerve cells 
are broken and replaced perhaps 
thousands or millions of times. 
And yet our memories remain, 
we hope, intact. 

To complicate matters further. 
Professor Rose also suspects that 
the way we remember changes in 
the transition from child to adult. 
Childrens’ minds, he says, are 
more open. They see and hear 
“eidetically”, meaning they re- 


member in a pictorial form. This 
is lost in older life. A 30-year-old 
man has memories of being a 
10-year-old child that are quite 
different from the way a 50-year- 
old man remembers being 30 — 
even though the time difference is 
the same. 

We thus return to the brain as a 
filter of perceptions. Adults use 
their brains as much to get rid of 
experiences • as to remember 
them. Whether we will ever really 
understand how it does this will 
remain conjecture for some time 
to come. 

Professor Rose believes we 
should eventually learn the sec- 
rets of our own minds, .but only 
by first looking at simpler forms 
of life. "In researching my chicks' 
memories, I can begin to make 
sehse of my own," he writes — 
The Independent. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Tourist Office Manager 

A newly established tourist office has a 
vacancy for a young university graduate 
male or female with the required qual- 
ifications set by the Ministry of Tourism. 

Please call: 654768 - 610647 
P.O.Box 183764 - Amman 


The exhibition is still on 
for Persian carpets 
and European artworks 
at the Regency Palace Hotel 

Daily: from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sponsor: Ata Ai Afghani 
Expert: Saad AI Masri. 
Tel. 622617/638031 
We welcome your exhibits 
Tel. 660000 



Today 17 P.M. The Opening 

SATELLITE EXPO. ’93 


AT \ NIYHRSAI. EXPO CKATR 1 

l niversilv Ko;iJ 


SPECIALIZED COM I ‘A.\ 1 KS 
are PAim<:iPATi\(; 

IN THIS EXPO. 

TO DEMONSTRATE 
Tl IK LATEST TKCMNOLOOY 
Tl I AT I IAS 1 5 KEN ACI 1 1 EYED 
ON THIS I.\I)[ STKY 


THE EXPO. LASTS TILL JULY 15 

A- i ■. ( ..t ."'•vJuksJ' •"'t'WsVi ; i'M.iVi. - 1 3 P.iVj. 

i 6 P.i'A - 21 P.M. 


organized by: AL MADINA INFORMATION 

Tel. 688141, 699271, 699507, Fax. 699508 • 



The Amman Bank for Investments ( ABI ) has recently signed a 
licensing Agreement with ACT Kindle, the internationally Known 
software development firm , whereby ABI will acquire Kindle's 
Bank Master and Branch Power software systems in addition to 
other more specialized systems that would provide ABI with state of 
the art fully automated commercial and investment banking 

operations. 

ABI will be shortly expediting a delegation of specialists to ACT 
Kindle head office in Dublin to be trained for the implementation of 
the agreement which eventually will enhance ABI's capacity to 
produce and market advanced banking services which ABI is 
known to deliver with care and responsibility. 







U.S. president secures Japan’s . 
commitment to cut bulging deficit 


China raises interest 
rates to slow growth 


TOKYO (AFP) — President Bill 
Clinton secured a commitment 
Saturday from Japan for a “high- 
ly significant decrease*' in its 
snowballing current account sur- 
plus in exchange for the United 
States cutting its budget deficit, 
U.S. officials said. 

Clinton administration officials 
said the United States also ex- 
pected Japan to cut its current 
account surplus to less than two 
per cent of gross national product 
(GNP) under a new framework 
struck shortly before the presi- 
dent left for Seoul after a three- 
day Group of Seven (G-7) sum- 
mit here. 

Mr. Clinton said this was the 
“basic bargain" of the two-year 
“framework for a new economic 
partnership" between the world's 
two biggest economies. 

Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa, who faces crucial elec- 
tions in a week, said the agree- 
ment was “extremely important” 
not only for the United States and 
Japan, but also for the “maintain- 
ing and strengthening of the free 
trading system of the world.” 

The framework, which pro- 
vides for talks between the lead- 
ers of the two countries every six 
months, sets out an ambitious 
agenda for talks on sectoral and 
structural issues, focussing on 
opening Japan's markets to more 
imports. 


Future sectoral and structural 
talks will cover government pro- 
curement. especially in compu- 
ters, supercomputers, satellites, 
medical technology and telecom- 
munications. The talks will also 
cover automotive trade plus reg- 
ulatory reforms in the fields of 
financial services including insur- 
ance, it said. 

While it makes no mention of 
Washington’s demand for numer- 
ical import targets, an idea 
pushed by the Clinton adminis- 
tration but strongly opposed by 
Japan, a joint statement said 
“tangible progress must be 
achieved.” 

However, Bowman Cutter, de- 
puty director of Mr. Clinton’s 
National Economic Council and 
the lead negotiator in the talks 
with Japan, said: “We have got 
explicit assurances that this is a 
framework by the government of 
Japan.” 

U.S. Treasury Undersecretary 
Lawrence Summers said the plan 
was to reduce the overall surplus, 
which reached a record $45 bil- 
lion with the United States last 
year, over a medium term of 
around “four or five years.” 

But Mr. Summers said the 
administration was also looking 
to cut the surplus “over the next 
few years" to less than two per 
cent of GNP, or around the same 


level as its historical average over 
the past 20 years. 

The former World Bank eco- 
nomist noted in a speech to 
Japanese economists in Tokyo 
last month that after failing to 1.5 
per cent of GNP in I9JT7, the 
Surplus was now expected to re- 
bound to four per cent next year. 

Progress will be evaluated, 
moreover, by half-yearly assess- 
ments based on criteria which are 
“either qualitative or quantitative 
or both as appropriate.” 

“For years we have had trade 
agreements that have failed to 
reduce our chronic trade de- 
ficits,” Mr. Clinton told a hastily 
convened joint news conference 
with Mr. Miyazawa just before 
leaving for South Korea. 

“Those agreements have not 
worked because they lacked a 
commitment to tangible results 
and they provided no way to 
measure success. This has caused 
resentment to build up on both 
sides, threatening our vital 
friendship," he pointed out. 

Mr. Clinton warned, however, 
that while the “new approach” 
was aimed at "getting better re- 
sults from better trade rules,” 
there would still be “difficult” 
negotiations ahead. “We should 
have no illusions.” he added. 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Miyazawa 
agreed in Washington in April to 


establish a new framework by 
July. But despite two rounds of 
talks and continued negotiations 
since Mr. Clinton's arrival here 
Tuesday, Tokyo had refused to 
yield to demands for import 
targets, seen by Washington as a 
crucial to opening Japanese mar- 
kets. 

Under the agreement, Japan 
agreed to pursue measures “to 
achieve over the medium term a 
highly significant decrease in its 
current account surplus." while 
promoting a “significant increase 
in global imports of goods and 
services, including from the Un- ' 
ited States,” the joint statement 
said. 

The framework also includes a 
common agenda on global coop- 
eration on the environment, tech- 
nology. human resources, 
populations and AIDS. 

Meanwhile, in the first reaction 
to the agreement, EC ambassa- 
dor to Tokyo Jean-Pierre Leng" 
expressed “some surprise” at 
seeing precise undertakings from 
Japan to a single country. 

“If it is confirmed there are 
arrangements providing for mar-* 
ket shares with sectoral targets 
for a given country, backed up by 
periodic monitoring, it is clear 
that would be a worrying de- 
velopment foT international 
trade.” he said. 


BEIJING (R) — China 
announced Saturday it would 
raise interest rates for the second 
time this year in a bid to curb 
runaway economic growth as offi- 
cials admitted the first rate rise 
had failed. 

Xinhua News Agency said in- 
terest rates on deposits would rise 
by an average of 1.72 percentage 
points. 

The rate for bank loans will rise 
by 1.38 percentage points, and 
bank deposit interest rates by 
1.35 per cent, the agency said. 

The new rates are effective 
from July 11. 

“The central bank's decision is 
designed to protect the interests 
of depositors and ensure a heal- 
thy development of the national 
economy,” senior central banker 
Zhou Zhengqing told state televi- 
sion. 

Interest rates for long-term 
savings accounts mcludine three- 
year, five-year and eight-year 
time deposits, will be pegged to 
inflation, Xinhua said. 

"The rise will lift the deposit 
interest rate for terms of one year 
to 10.98 per cent from the current 
9.18 per cent," the agency said. 

Analysts had anticipated the 
latest interest rate rise, heralded 
by a 16-point austerity plan intro- 
duced by the newly-appointed 


central bank director Zhu Rongji 
last week. 

Mr. Zhu, an economic expen 
and a vice premier, was 
appointed July 2 and swung into 
action to untangle the miasma of 
economic and financial problems 
China faces. 

The belt-tightening measures 
included raising interest rates 
from this month, calling in spe- 
culative loans and cutting govern- 
ment spending by 20 per cent. 

They are aimed at bringing 
economic growth down from the 
yearly 14 per cent recorded in the 
first five months to about 10 per 
cent for all 1993. 

Analysts said the measures 
showed China was intent on 
curbing speculation in stocks, real 
estate and other get-rich -quick 
schemes in .an attempt to redirect 
funding to needed projects. 

The first interest rate rise came 
in mid-May when the People's 
Bank of China put up rates by an 
average. 2.18 percentage points 
for bank loans. 

Those rate hikes were consi- 
dered by economists to be too 
modest to curb economic growth 
which was running at dangerously 
high levels. 

Central banker Zhou told the 
television that the first interest 
rate rise in May was well- 


received, but admitted it was not 
enough to curb inflation. 

“The general public reacted 
positively to the first interest rate 
rise, and there has been an in- 
crease in bank savings," he said. 
“However, the rise proved not 
big enough as prices kept rising.” 

Xinhua quoted an unidentified 
senior banker as saying the cen- 
tral bank would continue to give 
preferential interest rates on 
loans for the purchase of grain, 
cotton and edible oil as well as for 
energy, transportation and infras- 
tructure projects. He did not give 
details. 

State radio Saturday aid Vice 
Premier Zhu ordered TO inves- 
tigative teams to fan out through- 
out 20 provinces to oversee banks 
and financial institutions to en- 
sure compliance with his plan. 

“This is necessary to ensure 
macro-control over the eco- 
nomy." Mr. Zhu was quoted as 
telling a State Council (parlia- 
ment) meeting Saturday. 

In new evidence of overheat- 
ing, industrial production in Chi- 
na soared a year-on-year 25.1 per 
cent in the first half of 1993, the 
China Daily reported Friday. 

After a full year of 20 per cent 
annual growth each month, the 
rate is only increasing. Industrial 
.growth in June hit a record year- 
on-year 30.2 per cent, the news- 
paper said. 


Russia , Ukraine 
and Belarus agree 
economic union 


French parliamentarians approve privatisation 


MOSCOW (R) — The three for- 
mer Soviet republics of Russia. 
Ukraine and Belarus agreed 
Saturday to form an economic 
union in a bid to repair links 
shattered by the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said 
'hr mime minister of the three 
nations, meeting in = "•ridence 
outside Moscow, had officially 
agreed on urgent measures to 
integrate their economies. 


I They instructed experts to 
come up with a treaty for signing 
by Sept. I this year. The premiers 
did not reveal details of Satur- 
day’s agreement. 

-“For our nations the signing of 
m r - this agreement ... will be an 


historic event.” Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
said after the signing. “We are 
moving forwards, integrating the 
economies of our countries in 
every way.” 

The collapse of the Soviet Un- 
ion into 15 independent republics 
in late 1991 destroyed many eco- 
nomic links built up over decades 
and plunged most of the new 
states into crisis. 

"At last common sense has 

E revailed,” said Belarus Prime 
linister Vyacheslav Kebich. 
Russian Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Alexander Shokhin said the 
union would be open to any 
country which did not join any 
other economic unions or 
alliances. 


PARIS (AFP) — French minis- 
ters are free to press ahead with a 
massive programme to privatise 
21 state companies, including 
some of the pillars of the French 
economy, following a vote Fri- 
day. 

The French centre-right gov- 
ernment. which came to power at 
the end of March, sees the prog- 
ramme as the foundation of its 
policies to reduce state debts and 
boost the economy out of reces- 
sion. 

It is linked to a huge state bond 
issue, which is now underway in 
anticipation of receipts from pri- 


hind it. the government can press 
ahead with its programme to sell 
companies such as the Renault 
car manufacturer and Air France. 
It hopes to raise a total of 400 
billion francs ($70.2ibillion), and 
about 40 billion francs this year. 

The sale will be spread over 
several years, beginning in the 
autumn with two industrial 
ginats. the oil group Elf- 
Aguitaine and chemicals 
heavyweight Rhone Poulenc, the 
industry ministry indicated. 

. ..European privatisations, parti- 
cularly in France. Italy and Spain, 
are pxpected to be worth $100 


vatisation. billiofl_to_$150 billion in .the next 

The privatisation bill has pas- five years, according to a study by 


sed easily by the conservative 
majority in the national assem- 
bly, with 423 deputies of the 
neo-Gaullist Rally for the Repub- 
lic and the Union for French 
Democracy voting in favour. 
Ninety deputies from the opposi- 
tion socialist and communist par- 
ties voted against. 

With the final hurdle now be- 


the American investment bank 
Morgan Stanley in June, so there 
is a need to stagger sales because 
of the danger of supply exceeding 
demand. 

The privatisation law has a 
clause whereby foreigners outside 
the European Community will 
not be allowed to hold more than 
20 per cent of capital of a priva- 


tised company when it is first put 
on the market, a provisional pro- 
tection as shares will later be 
traded freely. 

Not for sale are state public 
service monopolies such as the 
EDF electricity company and 
SNCF, the French railways, nor 
ultra-sensitive companies in the 
defence sector, like GIAT- 
Indusrries, which makes the Lec- 
lerc tank. 

The list includes major banks 
like the Banque National de Paris 
and Credit Lyonnais, companies 
at the forefront of technology like 
Aerospatiale and France's last 
steelmaker Usinor-Saciolor and 
the last publidy-owned electro- 
nics manufacturer Thomson S. A. 

But it also includes companies 
in serious difficulties, like the 
computer - group Bull, which 
announced it was slashing 6.500 
jobs this week, and Air France. 
Also on the list is the tobacco 
company SEITA, which manu- 
factures Gauloise cigarettes. 

The most controversial priva- 


tisation is the sale of the Renault, 
which more'-than any other com- 
pany reflects; France’s economic, 
social and political history since 
1945. 

Nationalised in 1945 as a sanc- 
tion against Louis Renault be- 
cause he collaborated with the 
Germans during World War n, it 
became a showcase for French 
industry and invention over the 
years. 

Its status looked secure. But in 
the 1980s it made disastrous los- 
ses. A tough chief executive. 
George Besse, was brought in as 
president in 1985. But be has 
assassinated the following year by 
the terrorist group Action 
Directe. 

But he had laid the ground- 
work for his successor, Raymond 
Levy, who turned the company 
round, slimmed it down and res- 
tored its profitability, .so that by 
1992 it has back in the world class 
of automakers. 


izliikistan drafts plan to draw foreign investment 


TASHKENT (R) — Uzbekistan, 
smarting at the success of its 
neighbour and rival Kazakhstan, 
has drawn up a programme to 
attract more foreign investment 
to Central Asia's most populous 
state. 

A senior government official 
said the programme identified 
priority areas of the former 
Soviet republic's economy eligi- 


ble for five-year tax holidays — 
during which no taxes need be 
paid — and other preferential 
investment terms. 

Alisher Akhundjanov. head of 
foreign investment policy at the 
ministry of foreign economic rela- 
tions, also said that Uzbekistan 
was establishing gold and hard 
currency reserves in European 
banks to guarantee foreign in- 


vestments. i attracted less foreign investment 

Our previous programme was " since it became independent fro™ 

• ...... • i f _ ... *La Crvpmar CrtUlAt T Tnif*« in 1 QQ 1 


a little old.” Mr. Akhundjanov 
said. “When we tried to operate 
this programme with fore ^ii 
companies, they said it w' out- 
dated and contradicted their busi- 
ness philosophy." he told Reu- 
ters. 

Uzbekistan, which has a 
population of 22 million, has 


the former Soviet Union in 1991 
than its neighbour Kazakhstan. 

Mr. Akhundjanov said that ab- 
out $250 million had been in- 
vested in Uzbekistan by fore- 
igners to date, mainly in gold 
mining, vehicle manufacturing 
and cotton processing projects. 

Kazakhstan, mainly through 


major investments in its promis- 
ing oil and gas sector, is gaining a 
reputation as Central Asia's most 
vibrant market. 

Foreign diplomats here say 
rivalry runs high between the two 
countries, with Uzbekistan feel- 
ing that it is losing out. 

The five-year tax holiday for 
investment in priority sectors was 
decreed by Uzbek President 


Islam Karimov a year ago but 
because these priority sectors had 
not been officially identified, the 
decree had little effect. 

The new programme, which is 
to list specific projects as well as 
sector, identifies agriculture, 
energy, mining and tourism as the 
areas of the economy qualifying 
for preferential investor treat- 
ment. . 


“If I kiss my husband with peas stuck 
to my lips, maybe he'll learn 
to like vegetables.” 




Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
•our ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a by Henri Arnold 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


Yesterday’s 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Print answer hers: A X X X X 'l t v 

(Answers tomorrow) 

I Jumbles. SLANT MINOR FACIAL REBUKE 
Answer What the math genius with small kids knew al 
about— FORMULAS 



In 1990 it reached a merger 
agreement with Volvo, a process 
which Industry Minister Gerard 
Longuet has said he hoped would 
be complete by the end of August 
before Renault goes on the mar- 
ket. 


HORO 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JULY 11, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carrol 1 Righler Foundation 


LONDON (R) — Prime i Minister J 
John Major Friday predicted Bfi- -J 
tain’s economy would grow nop-.; 
strongly than previous treasury 1 
forecasts suggested this year. 4 . ; 

In a radio interview, Mr. Major 
projected economic growth of be- 
tween 1.5 and 1.75 percent m . 
1993, higher than a 1-25 per cept* 
forecast issued by the treasury in 
the March budget. j 

The message of stronger 
growth from the Britain govern- 
ment comes after a string of 
leading independent economi^te*. 
have upgraded their growth forjsp 
casts for the economy this year. 

"We are likely to have i.. 
growth this year of 1.5 of 1 .75 per 
cent and around 3.0 per cent next 
year, back to trend growth,” Mr. 
Major said in Tokyo. ; 

But his forecast, issued without 
warning or oeremony, is likely fo 
cause some consternation in the 
treasury, which is very particular 
about the compilation and timing 
of new economic forecasts. 

“It is going over the heads of 
the chancellor and his officials 
and is bad form in that sense. But • 
the actual numbers should be# 
fairly consistent with the treas- 
ury’s internal forecasts,” s^d 
Adam Cole, economist at Jan||s 
Capel. 

Mr. Major, in an upbeat mes- 
sage, portrayed Britain as the one 
bnght spot in Europe. ! 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A the morning arid put- 

triple Moon Square and Sun V™ u ™ e ,n making your home 
opposition signals a strong caution more attractive, tonight think how 
as even dose friends or associates 7°“ can mcrease P re} *™ assets, 
could lead you in the wrong direc- LIBRA: (September 23 to October 

tion. unintentionally. Be careful 22) This is the moment for you to 

with thar new acquaintance- who Sidestep a condition you do not like 

wants more time. " -• at home and instead to be off to' 

«*** * 
your finest tenets this monung J" 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
triple Moon Square and Sun 
opposition signals a strong caution 
as even dose friends or associates 
could lead you in the wrong direc- 
tion. unintentionally. Be careful 
with that new acquaintance- who 
wants more time. 



instead of engaging in some world- - 
ly activities which could be dis- 
appointing, later join outside' 
associate at discussions. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
New ideas would not be beneficial 
for you now but being direct in 
finding out what your mate expects , 
of you yields good results, then 
build up your health. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) An 
outside assodate can be very help- 
ful to you this morning eventhough 
a dose associate can do what con- 
fuses you. later enjoy a recreation 
that lifts your spirits. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A calculating outsider can 
cause you some muddied thinking 
early so avoid and do usual Sunday 
pursuits while tonight is fine for 
any home problems. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) Gel 
away from usual chores and be 
with proven congenial companions 
after which you can gel out in me 
world and see and be with char- 
mers. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Avoid going off on some enter- 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem 
ber 21 > Use much care in motion to 
avoid a poor. driver and study 
financial structure while in the 
evening you ate able to do what 
will please your mate. ’ 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21 J Get into long de-i" 
sired goals in the morning an<U 
don t get involved in material act# 
vities while tonight you can make ' 
progress in gaining intimate de- I 
sires. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to * 
January 20) An advisor can cue ■ 
you in on what is best for you early \ 
in the day and don't try to force ! 
personal wishes whiel tonight you ! 
can plan worldly activities. i 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 toFebru- »i 
ary * 9 ) A secret worry should he 
dropped by you early while you s 
some straight shooting friends for a 
pleasant morning while tonight be ■ 
off to new situations. \ 

20 IO March ' 
20) An older friend can be a drag ! 

£" gE ,n th f morning when the • 
° u „^' de wor| d is more advan- l 
/ or ■ vou while tonight you * 
can be happy with your mate. ' 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Harvey Chew 


ACROSS 
I Thick -Jic e 
5 Was priced at 
9 Ctr"*} on 

14 Israeli danco 

15 Contrary one 

16 Tehran native 
1? Eye pan 

18 Beienjeuse. e.g 

19 Summer TV Ijre 

20 Type of peach 

22 Untipy 

23 Bank employee 
2* Alton 1 of honor 
26 Pan of ni 



aaaaa 

ai ■■ 
aaaa i 

aaaaai 

aai 


iaal 
aaa 


aaaaaa 


33 Hoaa cooks 
3? e.t 

39 Zola none! 

JO Army chaplain 

Ji Cavia' oas** 

42 Frsn 

43 H s a cm to 
re;f — 

aj Name word 

45 Pester 

46 Encasement 

48 Sotitoquv start T , 

50 Bristle « e.jrr. 

S2 Most rr»c«nr 

57 Venetian Bl.nd 9 uSAF personnel 

c.??^ to muepenaent 

6o Oto-nme saloon author 

vm 1 1 

» Theater awards 1 2 Burflen 
6J GVYTW mansion 13 Wee 

65 Dull person 21 Perce™* 

66 When poplar 25 Employ 
b. Muslim cDiedam 27 Tropical loot) 

66 ancient Asun plant 

land • 28 Circa 

6® Thr 9* if the — 30 — a«s 

UP) 31 son Of Seth 

^ 32 humous 

' 1 lOen-jf-a! nun,.... 


■a > aaaaai 

aaaBaSSan 


1 Change gears 

2 Peior o' 

Casablanca 

3 Arabian gaaetw 

4 C>!v on the 
Rhine 

5 Cuban loader 

6 A *aio of 

7 La ore: 

8 Pooped 


accounian! 

34 Woody's 
"Annie ■— 

35 Actress 
Adams 

36 Ty^ fc ; 
Swimming race 

38 Canbc jay 
42 Puriom 
44 Seine 
J’ Ship 


355SI 


Yesterday’s Puala Solved 
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49 Indistinct 57 R 

I’ i h f. W 0 Tnf f»S — 58 T, 
b3 Hallow cylinders 59 Q 

54 - Gay 6 , H| 

»5 Hii the road' n, 

56 Topic of 62 n 
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Saudia to buy 60 
new planes —paper 

Arabia's state-owned Saudia airline has invited 
manufacturers to submit offers to supply it with around 60 new planes 
Saturday** 0 WUion, aircraft producers were quoted as saying 

, _ Asharq Al . Awsat newspaper, quoting officials from tbe U.S. 


. j. • — - — > r — *■»- uiuuvnira. aiiu raiuauu 

the airhne s fleet, would be the largest of its type in the region. 
Saudia, me biggest regional carrier, operates a fleet of 107 planes, 
week a French newspaper reported Saudi Arabia was about to 
sign an order for 44 aircraft from Toulouse- based Airbus Industrie. 
. An airline official declined to comment on either report. 


AMMJkM I-XMANCXAI^ pOLMGElT 
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T EIEPHONEi 660170 / 663170 WS Ssl/s 1 / 

mtojunmi market shark prick list for Saturday io/ot/iomvSu&t' 
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COHFAin'S RMS 


TRUSS PRCV. CPDUNB CLOSING 
vountr hosing price price 
JO PRICE 



. ARAB BANK 

493,635 398.000 

198.500 

197.500 




7.400 

7.450 

’.ISO 


CAIRO AMMAN BAN. 


45.150 

46.500 

46.000 


BANK OF JDBBAH 

U.4&0 

5.450 

5.350 

5.2D0 


MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

91,360 

2.310 

2.170 

2.350 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

535,753 

5.350 

5.400 

5.150 


me HOUSING BANK 

330,741 

£.650 

5-650 

6.320 


JONDAN KUWAIT BANK 


4.000 

1.980 

3.800 


ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT MUX 

6S.4B1 

4.780 

4.750 

4.560 


JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

43.130 

5.980 

6.9TO 

5.150 


ONION BANX TON SAVXHC L INVESTMENT 

17, JU 

5.350 

5.250 

5.300 


BUSINESS BANK 

93.213 

5.570 

5.570 

5.290 


JORDAN INVESTMENT t FINANCE BANX 

39,492 

7.250 

7.100 

7.200 


BEIT EUUU. 5A VINCE INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 

106.779 

5. 430 

5.400 

5.5b0 


AMOK BANX FOR INVESTMENT 

714 . 103 

2.1BD 

2.170 

:.aio 


ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

4, 033 

5.150 

5.JJO 

5. 030 


PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

55B.3J9 

3.390 

3.380 

3.220 


JORDAN INSURANCE 

69,947 

4.620 

4.600 

4.640 


UNITED INSURANCE 

2,400 

4.000 

4.100 

4. ICC, 


ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

SOB 

J.04D 

J. 040 

3.040 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

300.131 

4.100 

4.140 

C.040 


UNIVERSAL INSURANCE 

113 

2.350 

2.. '59 

2.250 


YAKMOUK INSURANCE £ REINSURANCE 

3, BOO 

J.80J 

3. SCO 

3. BOO 


ARAB LIFE E ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

74.453 

JS.dJ* 

3.370 

1.400 

3. <70 


JORDAN GULF INSURANCE 

3.650 

1.700 

J. IDO 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWEB 

160.333 

2.760 

2 .830 

£.710 


IHSID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

4. MS 

1.190 

1.400 

1.390 


arab ximcmtAxiamL hotels 

15.413 

5. BOO 

S.TW 

5.700 


JORDAN TOOPIStf t SPA COMPLEX 

13.230 

0.620 

0.610 

0.630 


RATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

179,609 

4.870 

4.500 

4.650 


REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

175,012 

1.830 

1.900 

1.920 


JORDAN GULF PEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

76.939 

6.630 

0.660 

0.620 


PETRA ENTHPRISES A EQUIPMENTS LEASING 

1.100 

3.230 

3.180 

1.3 80 


JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTEX 

14.000 

1 .980 

2. COO 

2.000 


MACRTVARY EQUIP. RENTING t HA CHTEMANCS 

30.S3S 

1.210 

1.230 

1.230 


JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALflA’I 

43.043 

17.750 

18.000 

17.200 


JORDAN PRESS L PUBLISHING /AD-DOSTOOA 

138,714 

10.100 

10.260 

9.600 


UNITED MIDDLE EAST L OOKKDOOKE HOTELS 

299.501 

2.920 

I.S-’O 

7.503 


ARAB INTER. FOR 1NVESTK8NT L EDUCATION 

15.035 

2.B6D 

2.900 

2.863 


ATTANQKEP CONST. MATERIAL HAN DFACTURXNG 

27,663 

2.340 

2.450 

2.460 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

1.692.666 

3.1O0 

3.250 

3.260 


JORDAN PHOSPHATE JUNES 

13,200 

4.480 

4.450 

4.350 


JORDAN PETROLEUM REFUARY 

US, 203 

12.150 

11.200 

32.320 


WOOLEN INDUSTRIE* 

11.545 

3.120 

3.150 

3.200 

*1 

THE INDUSTRIAL CCMMCKZJU. L AGRICULTURAL 

709.521 

8.500 



w 

. THE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 

45.222 




9 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURI IK 

1 , 160.440 





JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

151.437 

7.900 




JORDAN DAIRY 






JORDAN PRINTING £ PACKING 

11,037 

5.600 




THE JORDAN PIPES HAND FACTORING 

107,223 

4.120 




JORDAN PAPER G CARDBOARD FACTORIES 






THE PUBLIC MINING 

B25 

3.200 




ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

2H.170 

21.400 




SPINNING G WEAVING 






RAFIK INDUSTRIES 

5.618 

1.300 




JORDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 

21,773 

0.630 




DAP. AL DANA DEVELOPMENT S INVESTMENT 

76.603 

23.500 




ARAB INVESTMENT i INEJMCIOUAL TRADE 






ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

270,170 

11.250 

11.250 



ARAB PARED COMVERTINC S TRADING 


2.430 




NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

96.426 

5.790 

5.600 



INTERMEDIATE PETTO-CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

102,454 

4.440 

4.400 



JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES. 

56.780 

6.270 




JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

255.662 

2.900 

3.000 



UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

99.062 

9.400 

9.320 

9.400 


ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 






JORDAN INDUSTRIES S MATCH/ JIMCO 

93,740 

1.330 




JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 

6, 167 

0-510 

0.540 


- 

JORDAN WOOD INDUSTRIES / JVXOO 

12.S3B 

6.560 

6.750 

6.750 


NATIONAL CABLE t WIRE HAND FACTORING 

11,595 

11.130 


11-000 


JORDAN 5QLPH0— CHEMICALS 

33.758 

4.700 




ARAB CENTER FOR PHARH. E CHEMICALS 


4.380 




JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR AEHJ . E FOOD PROD. 

2 OR . 679 

1.900 



- 

EAWTHESl INVESTMENT 

54,425 

3.270 

3.200 

3.170 


UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

262,445- 

6.200 

6.210 

6.120 


U S A N D TOTAL ^ 

11,242.306 
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Oxfam deplores G-7 
neglect of Africa 

LONDON (AFP) — Britain's leading humanitarian organisation, 
Oxfam, has criticised the beads of the Group of Seven (G-7) 
industrial nations for failing to tackle the issue of African debt at 
■their just-ended Tokyo summit. 

The G-7 leaders had shown “neglect and inconsistency" in once 
again putting off decisions on Africa's massive debt burden while 
“generously responding" to Russia's plight, Oxfam charged here 
Friday. 

“The G-7 leaders see all too clearly that Russia’s reform 
programme needs external financial support, but where are the 
comparable initiatives to meet the needs of African countries going 
through similar charges?” asked Oxfam director David Bryer. 

. Mr. Biyer said that “ignoring Africa, the only region in the world 
where poverty is on the increase, while supporting Russia, is a 
shameful act of neglect.” 

The Tokyo summit represented “a huge missed opportunity” 
bythe G-7, Mr. Biyer insisted. 


Yavlinsky predicts 
Russian inflation rise 


MOSCOW (R) — Leading Rus- 
sian economist Grigory Yavlinsky 
has predicted the country's infla- 
tion rate would rise sharply this 
autumn and dismissed recent offi- 
cial declarations of optimism as 
ill-founded. 

Mr. Yavlinsky, head of Mos- 
cow’s Centre for Economic and 
Political Research and a political 
foe of President Boris Yeltsin, 
rejected government arguments 
that it was bringing inflation 
under control. 

“Our analysts shows the eco- 
nomy is working on a cyclical 
pattern and that in mid-summer 
or at the start of autumn, tradi- 
tionally, production will drop and 
at the beginning of autumn 
there'll be a sharp rise in infla- 
tion," be told Reuters. 

' Asked what level it might reach 
from its current official monthly 
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rate of 19 per cent, he replied: 

“I fear it will be 30 or 40 per 
cent ... I bope it won't go over the 
borderline (of hyperinflation)." 

The generally accepted thres- 
bhold of hyperinflation, a state 
where economic structures begin 
to break down as confidence in 
money evaporates, is SO per cent 
a month. 

Mr. Yavlinsky, a co-author of 
one of the first radical economic 
reform programmes, the “500- 
day plan,” announced recently he 
planned to run for the presidency 
against Mr. Yeltsin when the next 
elections take place. 

The 500-day plan was never 
implemented by former Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, but 
Mr. Yavlinsky has remained a 
prominent economist, nurturing 
plans now for a political career. 
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Kuwait report shows $500m 
losses in Britain and U.S. 


LONDON (R) — A secret report 
by a powerful Kuwaiti watchdog 
body into the state-owned Kuwait 
Investment Office (KIO) has re- 
vealed losses of around $500 mil- 
lion stemming from holdings in 
tbe United States and Britain. 

The Audit Board report, a 
copy of which was obtained by 
Reuters, said the KiO's British 
investment arm, St. Martins 
Holding Co. Ltd, showed 
accumulated losses of £201 mil- 
lion ($298 million)- for the year 
ending June 30, 1992. 

Tbe KiO’s American property 
company, Foster Lane, showed 
losses of $219 million at the end 
of 1992, the report said. 

The London-based KIO man- 
ages Kuwait's offshore wealth. Its 
losses have sparked a public out- 
cry in Kuwait, following a $5 
billion collapse of investments in 
Spain. 

Before the 1990 Iraqi invasion 


of Kuwait, the KIO managed an 
estimated $100 billion global 
portfolio as a hedge against the 
day Kuwait's oil ran out. But 
fcontributions to the allies in the 
Gulf war and social spending 
have drained the coffers. 

The difficulties in Spain have 
led to allegations of fraud and 
mismanagement with lawsuits 
flying across Europe against for- 
mer managers and assets being 
frozen in Swiss banks. 

The KIO was not immediately 
available for comment while St. 
Martins property declined com- 
ment. 

Some executives close to the 
previous KIO managers say the 
Audit Board failed to grasp issues 
and have made basic mistakes. 

The report, extremely critical 
of previous KIO's managers, 
shows the office invested £264 
million ($391 million) in St. Mar- 


tins, which owns about 60 other 
companies in the property, 
health, manufacturing, foodstuffs 
and service sectors. 

The KIO was forced to make 
provisions of £192 million ($284.5 
million) towards St. Martins' los- 
ses. . 

The report also alleges embez- 
zlement in two Dutch-registered 
St. Martins holding companies, 
totalling 824,200 guilders 
($427,000). No legal action has 
been taken uf recover this, the 
report said. 

It alleges St. Martins’ losses 
stems from its subsidiaries. These 
included St. Martins Hospitals 
Ltd, which lost £17.6 million (S26.1 
million), and St. Martins Proper- 
ty Co. Ltd., which owned 16 
firms, nine of which ceased trad- 
ing. 

Foster Lane, a ‘ Delaware- 
registered property holding com- 


pany, has lost money since it was 
formed in 1980 with capital of 
$1.1 billion, the report said. 

Following alleged losses of 
$219 million by Foster Lane and 
its subsidiaries, the KIO made 
provisions of £232 million. 

The report alleged Foster Lane 
financed its investments until the 
end of 1991 with external loans 
which led to liabilities of $1.5 
billion exceeding capital of $13 
billion. 

It could not afford to pay in- 
terest or principal payments, the 
report said. 

The main losses came from 
Bread Street Holdings, which was 
forced to borrow $874 million, 
including half a billion dollars 
from sister companies. 

The report criticised a deal for 
an external executive to manage 
U.S. properties to yield a mini- 
mum income, but which failed to 
do so. 


Fiat could skid into huge loss 


TURTN. Italy (R) — Carmaker 
Fiat SPA, battered by recession 
and Italy’s corruption scandals, 
has said it could skid into a one 
trillion lire ($652 million) operat- 
ing loss this year. 

Fiat Chairman Giovanni 
Agnelli, the white-haired pat- 
riarch of Italian industry, said the 
company would be forced to 
make asset sales to compensate 
for losses on its industrial activi- 
ties. 

Mr. Agneilli, due to stand 
down next year when he reaches, 
75, said Rat could raise up to two 
to three trillion lire (SI. 30 billion 
to $1.96 billion) through the sale 
of its retailer La Rinascente SPA 


and insurance unit Toro Assicur- 
azioni SPA. 

“We all expected a recession 
but not one of this magnitude,” 
he told shareholders at Fiat's 
annual general meeting. 

Asked at a news conference 
afterwards if he agreed with some 
analysts' estimates of a one tril- 
lion lire operating loss, Mr. 
Agnelli said: “unfortunately I 
have to.” 

Fiat, which made operating 
profit of 21 8 billion lire ($142 
million) in 1992, has suffered 
from a slump in its core car 
business. r - 

Mr. Agnelli predicted new car 
sales wold slide 22 per cent in 


Italy and 16 per cent in Europe 
this year. 

Initial figures for April and 
May “not only confirmed the 
recessional trend but show it 
worsening, at least in Italy," Mr. 
Agnelli said. 

Fiat accounts for around 45 per 
cent of all new car sales in Italy, 
down from a peak of 60 per cent 
in the late 1980s. 

But Mr. Agnelli said the 
group’s net turnover would be 
roughly in line with last year's 60 
trillion lire ($41.1 billion) and 
certain sectors would show an 
improvement later in the year. 

For months speculation has 
centred on the possible sale of 


rinascente and toro but this was 
the clearest statement to date that 
both could soon be on offer. 

“I cannot comment on who the 
other counterparities are. All 1 
can say is that Rinascente is 
highly desireable." Mr. Agnelli 
said. 

Rat, ensnared in Italy’s spirall- 
ing corruption probe as well as 
being hit by recession, had paid 
up to 50 billion lire ($35 million) 
in bribes to political parties in the 
last decade, Mr. Agnelli said. 

He admitted Rat's image was 
hurt by the scandal but said it had 
had a negligible impact on re- 
sults. 
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Clinton threatens U.S. action 
if N. Korea leaves nuclear pact 


SEOUL (Agencies) — U.S. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton Saturday 
warned North Korea the United 
States will take punitive steps — 
most likely an economic embargo 
“7 ^ it withdraws from a treaty 
aimed at stopping the spread of 
nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Clinton met South Korean 
Kim Young-Sam for talks that 
focused on the possible withdraw- 
al by North Korea from the nuc- 
lear non-proliferation treaty, 
which requires participants to 
open their pudear sites to outside 
inspection. 

He also vowed that there will 
be no reduction in the size of 
U.S. forces in the region as long 
as North Korea poses a danger 
and told the nation's National 
Assembly that “our troops will 
stay here as long as the Korean 
people want them here." 

Within hours after he arrived in 
South Korea following an econo- 
mic summit in Japan, Mr. Clinton 
sternly warned that he would not 
tolerate a nuclear threat from 
North Korea. 

“North Korea must understand 
our intentions,” Mr. Clinton told 
the Assembly. “We are seeking 
to prevent aggression, not to initi- 
ate it." 

“As long as North Korea 
abides by the U.N. charter and 


international non-proliferation 
commitments, it has nothing to 
fear,” he said. 

Although Mr. Clinton did not 
mention specific steps the United 
States might take against North 
Korea, administration officials 
said actions under consideration 
include economic sanctions im- 
posed by the United Nations. 

During an exchange with re- 
porters after the talks with Mr. 
Kim, Mr. Clinton said the possi- 
ble withdrawal "is of great con- 
cern not only to the United States 
and the Republic of Korea, but to 
all in this region.” 

“We are resolute to take addi- 
tional steps if they are required,” 
said Mr. Clinton, who has stres- 
sed U.S. determination to pro- 
vide security to the Pacific region 
during his trip to Japan and South 
Korea. 

The United States resumes 
talks with Pyongyang on July 14 
in a bid to persuade them to 
continue honouring the interna-, 
tional treaty that went into force 
in 1970. The pact requires inspec- 
tions of nuclear sites to ensure 
they are not being used for 
weapons development. 

“The key issue is inspections," 
said a senior U.S. official accom- 
panying Mr. Clinton to Korea. 


Asked if the United States was 
using a carrot-and-stick strategy 
towards North Korea, the official 
said: “The potential stick would 
be U.N. sanctions — economic 
sanctions." 

U.S. officials are concerned 
that North Korea's actions have 
been prompted by efforts to hide 
evidence of a nuclear weapons 
programme. 

“No spectre hangs over this 
region more darkly than the dan- 
ger of nuclear proliferation,” Mr. 
Clinton told the National Assem- 
bly. 

Saying that nearly 160 nations 
have signed the nuclear treaty, 
Mr. Clinton said it was "the most 
universally supported treaty in all 
history." 

He said North Korea's threat 
to withdraw represented the first 
time any nation has considered 
abandoning the accord. “We urge 
North Korea to reaffirm its com- 
mitment to the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 

The U.S. president said there 
would be no reduction in Amer- 
ica's 37,000 troops in South 
Korea .“as long as there is any 
outstanding question of security 
regarding this issue" of nuclear 
arms. 


Yeltsin attacks parliament as well as regions 


' MOSCOW (R) — President 
; Boris Yeltsin Saturday attacked 
the Russian parliament for claim- 
ing the Ukrainian naval port of 
Sevastopol, and Ukraine's 
ambassador to Moscow com- 
pared the move to the shot that 
triggered World War I. 

The- conservative parliament 
voted overwhelmingly Friday to 
proclaim Sevastopol — base of 
the Black Sea Fleet — as Russian 
' property and told the Ukrainian 
government to remove troops 
from the area. 

The vote threatened to damage 
1 relations between Riissia and 
.Ukraine who, after months of 
squabbling over what to do with 
' the fleet, had finally agreed to 
. divided the force equally by 1995. 

“I feel ashamed about this de- 
cision,” ITAR-TASS News 
Agency quoted Mr. Yeltsin as 
^telling reporters in the central 
.Siberian city of Irkutsk as he 
“ waited for German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl to arrive for two 
days of talks near Lake Baikal.. 

“The problems of the Black 
Sea Fleet and the town where it is 
based must be solved both calmly 
and gradually,'* he said. “Other- 
wise, what do you want me to do 
— fight with Ukraine?" 


Mr. Yeltsin, who wields execu- 
tive power in Russia, is involved 
in a power struggle with parlia- 
ment and is unlikely to pay the 
resolution much attention. 

But a fresh quarrel wit! 
Ukraine would be an unwelcom 
distraction as he struggles to drav. 
□p a new constitution for the 
country which would give him 
considerably more power. 

The vote sparked a predictably 
angry response from Ukraine. 

Volodymyr Kryzhanovsky, 
Ukraine's ambassador to Mos- 
cow, told TASS Saturday that the 
resolution could be compared to 
“Gavrilo Princip's shot in 
Sarajevo.” 

Princip, a Serbian revolution- 
ary student, assassinated 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 
Austria-Hungary in Sarajevo on 
June 2S, 1914, triggering World 
War I. 

TASS said Mr. Yeltsin also 
sharply criticised moves by three 
major Russian regions — Sverd- 
lovsk, Chelyabinsk and the far 
eastern Primorsky Krai — to 
declare themselves republics. 

Mr. Yeltsin needs the support 
of regional leaders to give final 
approval to a new constitution 
which would cut back parlia- 


ment's powers while boosting his 
own. 

But some of the richer regions, 
most of which are extremely 

owerfiil, are now refusing to 
sign until they are granted the 
same law-making rights as the 
country’s 20 ethnic republics. 

The regions say their protest is 
primarily financial and in re- 
sponse to what they describe as 
Moscow’s neglect of their econo- 
mic rights. 

Russia's government said Fri- 
day it would sack the leader of 
Sverdlovsk region for his insub- 
ordination. 

Mr. Yeltsin convened a special 
Constitutional Assembly last 
month to draw up the draft of the 
new constitution. The body is due 
to hold its final plenary session 
Monday. 

In Kiev, Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kravchuk Friday de- 
nounced as illegal 'Moscow 
parliament’s claim to Sevastopol 
as Russian property and said it 
threatened stability throughout 
the former Soviet Union. 

Mr. Kravchuk called on the 
international community to reject 
the resolution, approved without 
a single dissenting vote, and 


pledged Ukraine would react 
“appropriately" . 

“This decision violates all in- 
ternational norms and has no 
legal force, in accordance with 
the Helsinki and other accords,” 
Mr. Kravchuk said on television 
after an emergency meeting with 
top Ukrainian leaders.' 

“Ukraine rejects it as it is at 
variance with the interests of the 
Ukrainian people and violates 
our territorial integrity.” 

The United States Saturday 
criticised the Russian parlia- 
ment’s claim to Sevastopol, 
saying the port city was an integ- 
ral part of the Ukraine. 

"(Ukrainian President Leonid) 
Kravchuk has made dear his in- 
tention concerning good bilateral 
relations with Russia,” said a 
statement issued by U.S. Ambas- 
sador Roman Popadiuk. “This is 
no time for the Russian parlia- 
ment to be attempting to strain 
that relationship. Sevastopol is an 
integral pan of Ukraine.” 

Mr. Popadiuk's statement, del- 
ivered to the Ukrainian Foreign 
Ministry, was issued after Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsui disowned the 
action of his conservative parlia- 
ment. 


Georgia reports successes against Abkhaz Rebels 


TBILISI, Georgia (R) — Geor- 
gia said Saturday that its forces 
had mounted a successful 
counter-attack against rebels in 
the 'breakaway/ region of Abkhazia 
overnight, inflicting heavy losses. 

A Defence Ministry statement 
said Georgian. troops had retaken 
the northern town of Tamysh 
after heavy fighting in which 100 
Abkhaz rebels were killed and 
200 wounded. 

The troops also seized part of 
the main road running through 
the Black Sea region. 

“About 20 militants surren- 
dered. We also captured two 
tanks and two armoured cars,” 


said the statement. 

Fighting was continuing in 
several places north of Tamysh 
Saturday, it reported. 

The Abkhaz side flatly denied 
it had lost any territory, saying its 
troops had managed to repulse 
the attacks and were still in 
charge of the road. 

Georgia Tuesday declared 
martial law in the province, 
where hundreds of people have 
been killed since government 
troops were sent in last August to 
suppress nationalist demands for 
more autonomy. 

The Defence Ministry state- 
ment also said Abkhaz forces had 


shelled Sukhumi overnight before 
trying to seize heights around the 
town and land a commando force 
in two boats. 

The attacks failed with the loss 
of around 60 fighters. 

Georgian troops also shot 
down a Sukhoi SU-27 fighter- 
bomber belonging to the Abkhaz 
side which had been trying to 
attack a hospital in the regional 
capital Sukhumi, the statement 
said. 

But the Abkhaz Defence 
Ministry said its troops had man- 
aged to repulse the Georgian 
attacks and had recaptured the 
northern village of Shroma over- 


night. 

"Fierce battles are continuing 
in eastern Abkhazia,” said a 
, ministry statement carried by 
Russia’s ITAR-TASS News 
Agency. 

The U.N. Security Council Fri- 
day unanimously approved dis- 
patching 50 military observers to 
Georgia once a ceasefire paves 
the way for the first U.N. 
peacekeeping venture in the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

The resolution asks that U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
send an envoy to help establish 
the ceasefire and begin making 
preparations for the 50 observers. 


‘Romanov riddle’ solved, Anastasia mystery remains 


LONDON (R) — Scientists have 
solved history's 75-year-old 
“Romanov riddle” by identifying 
the bones of the murdered Rus- 
sian Tsar Nicholas II and his 
family but they have left open a 
mystery over his daughter Anas- 
tasia. 

British genetic scientists, mak- 
ing comparisons with blood from 
Queen Elizabeth's husband 
Prince Philip, a relative of the 
Russian royals, said Friday they 
were “98.5 per cent” sure that 
bones found in a forest near the 
Urals dty of Ekaterinburg were 
those of the Romanovs. 

The DNA tests solve what has 
been called one of the 20th cen- 
tury’s biggest mysteries — what 
happened to Russia's last 
sovereign after he was taken pris- 
oner by Bolsheviks in 1918 at the 
start of the Communist era. 

Although science has con- 
finned the fate of the Tsar, his 
wife and three of their five chil- 
dren, the question of whether 
jheir youngest daughter Anasta- 
sia or son Alexei escaped the 
slaughter remains unanswered. 

Alexei and one of his sisters — 
scientists could not determine 
which one — were not accounted 
for among the bones found in the 
shallow burial pit in eastern Rus- 
sia two years ago. 

British newspapers printed 
front-page pictures of Anastasia 
Saturday and mulled over the 
possibility that a woman called 
Anna Anderson, who insisted she 
was the Tsar's youngest daughter, 
might just have been Anastasia 
after all. 

Anderson was so convinced of 



File picture dated 1914 of Czar Nicholas II with his wife. Czarina Alexandra (back right). Prince Alexei 
(2nd right) and the Czar’s four daughters. 


her parentage that she brought a 
German lawsuit, •ultimately un- 
successful, to have herself recog- 
nised as the Romanov heiress. 
When she died in 1984 she left 
locks of hair which could be 
tested. 

Another royal claim rests on 
the notion that the Tsar's daughter 
Maria evaded the firing squad. A 
man in Spain, calling himself 
Prince Alexis, says he is her son. 

One theory published in 1989 
by a military historian holds that 
the tsar's daughter Tatiana was 
rescued by air from Ekaterinburg 


and lived in anonymous exile in 
Europe. 

The author, Michael 
Occleshaw, said his version of 
events was based on British secret 
service records. 

Contemporary accounts sug- 
gest a grimmer explanation for 
the missing bones — that the 
bodies of Alexei and Anastasia 
were burned while the others 
were buried after the family was 
shot and bayoneted by Us Bolshe-- 
vik guards. 

The scientists tested the 


Ekaterinburg bones for the same 
DNA pattern handed down 
through the female line to Prince 
Philip, whose grandmother Prin- 
cess Victoria of Hesse was a sister 
of the Tsarina Alexandra. 

They also held out the possibil- 
ity that the pretenders* claims will 
be put to the DNA test. 

“That possibility is under dis- 
cussion.** said Janet Thompson, 
director-general of Britain's 
Forensic Science Service, which 
carried out the tests on the 
Romanov bones. 
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Mr. Ginlon told reporters he 
believes “China can play a con- 
structive role” in trying to per- 
suade North Korea to honour the 
treaty. Peking is one of the few 
governments in. the world that has 
ties with North Korea. 

U.S. officials believe China has 
been exerting a positive influence 
on North Korea not to withdraw 
from the nuclear treaty. 

Meanwhile, more than 1,000 
South Korean farmers and stu- 
dents rallied at a downtown 
cathedral hours after the arrival 
of President Clinton here Satur- 
day to protest U.S. pressure on 
Seoul to open up its closed rice 
market. 

The protestors sat outside the 
Yongdong Roman Catholic 
Cathedra] chanting slogans and 
passing out copies of an open 
letter addressed t Mr. Clinton 
demanding that V- shington rec- 
ognise South Kori. s right to rice 
self-sufficiency. 

The colourfully dressed far- 
mers, some with thrir wives and 
children, then set off on a two 
kilometre march through ihe 
streets to the city's Pagoda Park. 
Riot police stood at a distance but 
did not try to stop them, witnes- 
ses said. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

CSCE mission arrives in Baku 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A CSCE mission on the war-torn enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh led by Mario Raffaelli arrived Saturday in 
Baku for talks with Azerbaijani leader Geidar Aliyev, the agency 
Interfax said. The Conference on Security aftd Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) mission — called the Minsh group — is then due 
to go to Yerevan in Armenia, as well as to Nagorno-Karabakh 
and the Azerbaijani town of Agdam virtually under siege by 
Nagorno-Karabakh's ethnic Armenia forces. Tne CSCE is trying 
to enforce a peace plan which has been accepted by all the parties 
in the conflict. Under the plan a ceasefire would be called, ethnic 
Armenia foroes would withdraw from the territory they have 
occupied outside Nagorno-Karabakh and negotiations would start 
on ending the war. The conflict in the Armenian-populated 
enclave broke out in 1988, and has now spread into southern and 
western Azerbaijan. It is the longest running conflict in the 
former Soviet Union. 

N. Korean team leaves for Geneva 

TOKYO (R) — A North Korean delegation, headed by First 
Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs Kang Sok-Ju, left Pyongyang 
Saturday for Geneva to attend talks with the United States, the 
official Korean Central News Agency said. The North’s chief 
delegate and U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Gallucd 
are due to resume negotiations Wednesday in Geneva in an effort 
to settle a dispute over Pyongyang's refusal to allow inspections of 
its suspected nuclear sites. 

N. Ireland bomb attempts foiled 

BELFAST (R) — The British army thwarted a car bomb attack 
close to Belfast’s City Hall and defused another car bomb in the 
east of the dty. police said Saturday. Police also said they fired 
plastic bullets at youths rioting in Portadown, southwest of 
Belfast. The attempted bombings appeared to be the latest in a 
series of strikes by the Irish Ireland busy this week. The bomb 
found in a stolen taxi near the City Hall Friday night contained 
around 300 lb (350 kg) of explosives and was made safe. The army 
also defused a 500 lb (225 kg) bomb planted in a stolen car early 
Friday outside a hotel in East Belfast. That bomb was near the 
gates of Stormont Castle, a symbol of British rule in Northern 
Ireland and a prime target of IRA guerrillas. 

Liberia peace talks open in Geneva 

GENEVA (XFP) — Peace talks to end the civil war in Liberia 
opened at the United Nations buildings here Saturday in the 
presence of mediators from the U.N. and the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU). The talks to end the threc-and-a-half year 
conflict in the devastated West African nation are being attended 
by all the main parties involved, and it is the first time that the 
U.N. and the OAU have joined the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) in the search for a peace 
settlement. U.N. officials said the talks, expected to last about 
one week, were aimed at “reducing tensions and establishing an 
atmosphere of trust,” so that the Yamoussoukro Peace Accord 
signed in Ivory Coast last October could be implemented. 

Miyazawftto step down when party decides 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, after 
winding up his duties as the Group of Seven summit host, said 
Saturday he was prepared to step down after July 18 general 
elections if requested by the ruling party. “It's up to the decision 
of party members," Mr. Miyazawa told Japanese reporters, 
according to Kyodo News Agency. “I was elected party president 
by the members and will continue in this post as long as I have 
their support,” he S3id. “If 1 don't have it, well then naturally I’m 
out.” Mr. Miyazawa was speaking in his Capacity as president of 
the long-ruling Liberal Democratic Party, a post that brings with 
H the premiership because of the LDP's lower house majority. 


Bosnian 
leaders 
expected 
to reject 
partition 


Serbian opposition leader Vuk Draskovic collapses after waving to 
supporters from the Belgrade dink window Friday after the 
announcement of his release from detention (AFP photo) 

U.S. welcomes release of 
Serbian opposition leader 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The been called off by organisers, the 
United States welcomed the re- agency Tanjug said, 
lease of Serbian opposition leader The news came after Mr. Dras- • 
Vuk Draskovic and his wife Dani- kovic and his wife were freed. , 
ca but said it was worried about The Serb Democratic Move- 
the dissident's health. ment (DEPO§) which includes 

The Draskovics were released Mr. Draskovic'^ Serbian Renewal 
Friday on orders from Serbian Movement said in a statement: 
President Slobodan Milosevic af- “After the decision by President 
ter doctors said Vuk Draskovic's Slobodan Milosevic to pardon 
health was deteriorating. Vuk and Danica Draskovic the 

Mr. Draskovic, 47, was re- presidency of DEPOS has de- 
port edly beaten during and after cided to call off- the demonstra- 
his arrest on June 2 following a tions set for Jiily 10.” 

.violent anti-government demon- But DEPOS rejected accusa- 
stration, and had begun a hunger tions made by Mr. Milosevic 1 
strike last week at the clinic against the opposition, 
where he and his wife being Announcing his decision to , 
detained. free the couple, Mr. Milosevic 

In a statement released Friday, declared: “Though I hold Vuk 
the State Department said it wel- Draskovic personally responsible 
corned the couple’s release “with for the events on June 1, and I 
great relief.” believe the Serbian people also 

But condemning what it called hold him responsible, my convic- 
police brutality and abuse during tion is that these events must not 
his detention, the department serve the anti-Serb campaign 
added: “We can only hope that being^ conducted by our ene- 
Mr. Draskovic will recover fully mies.” 

from this inhumane treatment, f Mr. Draskovic, who went on i 
and we look forward to his return hunger strike to. secure his re- | 
to vigorous participation in the. * "lease, and his wife are to remain 
political life of his country.” in the neuro-surgical hospital in' 
Demonstrations for Mr. Dras- Belgrade on doctors' advice in 
kovic which were due to be held order to recover, before being 
Saturday throughout Serbia have retir.ited with their family. 


ZAGREB (R) — The main body 
of Bosnia's collective presidency 
arrived in Zagreb Saturday and 
were expected to tell internation- 
al peace envoys they have re- 
jected a plan for the three-way 
ethnic partition of their country. 

•*We will tell them (the 
mediators) we want to go back to 
the London conference and stick 
to the basic principles of that 
conference,” Muslim Vice Presi- 
dent Ejup Ganic told Reuters. 

Mr. Ganic and five other mem- 
bers flew into Zagreb on a U.N. 
military plane and were whisked 
away to meet three other mem- 
bers already in the Croatian 
capital ahead of talks with 
mediators Lord Owen and Thor- 
vald Stoltenberg. 

The presidency was expected 
to ratify the unanimous decision 
of seven members in Sarajevo 
Friday to reject a Serbo-Croat 
plan to divide Bosnia into three 
mini-states. 

“The ethnic division of Bosnia 
has been refused,” Muslim Presi- 
dent Alija Izetbegovic told repor- 
ters Friday, adding that he would 
stay behind in Sarajevo because 
of “urgent business.” 

“The presidency has accepted 
the proposal according to which 
Bosnia-Herzegovina ’*'Ould be 
constituted according to a federal 
state,” be added. 

Mr. Stoltenberg, who flew into 
Zagreb to join Lord Owen at the 
meeting with the presidency 
Saturday afternoon, has said the 
alternative to negotiations is in- 
tensified war. 

It was not clear what time the 
presidency would meet the inter- 
national mediators. Mr. Ganic 
did not say what he expected the 
next step would be after their 
talks. 

Bosnian Serbs and Croats have 
threatened a two-way division of 
Bosnia if the Muslims fail to 
accept the plan. 

Mr. Izetbegovic also proposed 
reconvening the London confer- 
ence on Bosnia, saying that the 
.government's conditions for par- 
ticipating were a complete cease- 
fire and free passage of humanita- 
rian convoys. 

He rejected suggestions that 
, the Muslim-led Bosnian army was 
on its last legs after 15 months of 
civil war, saying: “The fight is 
only finished once you capitu- 
late.’’ 

Fighting continued Saturday 
.across the republic, notably in the 
northern tip of central Bosnia! 

The Croatian News Agency 
(HINA) said Croat troops and 
civilians in Konjic managed to 
break a Muslim siege and were 
beading towards Prozor. 

It said most Croat villages in 
the area were torched, all were 
looted and more than 20 ethnical- 
ly cleansed. 

The outright rejection of parti- 
tion by the Bosnian leadership 
was a surprise, as Mr. Izetbegovic 
had indicated in a radio interview 
Thursday that Bosnia might have 
to accept the plan, if it was 
imposed, to avoid endless war. 

The besieged capital was re- 
ported close to collapse, with no 
gas or electricity and diminishing 
water supplies. 

Bosnian Muslim Foreign 
Minister Haris Silajdzic, who also 
flew into Zagreb Saturday, angri- 
ly hit out at the West for its 
“policy of. containment” while 
Sarajevo was being strangled. 

“I expect the world to know 
people in Sarajevo don’t even 
have water and the policy of 
containment of the Bosnian con- 
flict is wrong and counter- 
productive for the peace talks,” 
he said. 

What we have in Sarajevo is 
genocide and this episode in Bos- 
nia will be one of the blackest 
spots in the whole of human 
history, he said. 

Relief officials say the situation 
in Sarajevo has deteriorated 
rapidly m the past two weeks as 
Serb forces have blocked and 
hijacked fuel deliveries, cutting 
off power for hospitals and water 
pumps. 

U.N. High Commissioner For 
Refugees Sadako Ogata said the 
population faced “the very real 
threat of death not only by bombs 
and bullets, but by thirst, disease 
and starvation.” 
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. The World Health Organisa- 
tion was expecting a shipment of 
two million chlorine tablets to be 
distributed to people drinking 
contaminated water. 

Croatian radio reported that 

f V 1 5 e ° p ! e bad a,read y con- 
tracted typhus and there were 750 

repstered dysentery cases. It pre- 
dicted that an epidemic was im- 
minent. 11 


English teacher .. 
eyes life as a 
millionaire 

FOND DU LAC, Wisconsin 
i AFP) — A 30-year-old English 
teacher apparently netted the big- 
gest lottery jackpot in U.S.. his- 
tory — and rushed off to Florida 
after finding out he had won $111 
million. Leslie Robins parents . 
confirmed a report in The Repor- 
ter of Fond Du Lac that their son 

apparently had drawn th©; lone^-. 
grand-prize winning ticket. 
newspaper, quoting _ unnamed 
sources, said Mr. Robins and his 
fiancee left town to avoid repor- 
ters. The only ticket to match all 
the numbers in the PowerbaB • 
game, played in 14 states and the 
District of Columbia, was bought 
at Sentry Food Store-South in 
Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin, accord- 
ing to the state's tottery office. 

The winner has 180 days to claim 
the prize. “I figure they have 
their reasons and are trying to 
step back and take a couple of 
clear breaths before they step 
forward and do something quite 
remarkable,” said state tottery 
spokesman Steven Madsen. Joe 
Sagen, a friend of Mr. Robins, 
said they went to a bar after the 
drawing to celebrate ■— adding tfk 
that Mr. Robins accidentally left 
his wallet — with the ticket in it 
— in Mr. Sagen ’s car until the 
next morning, when he collected 
it. “We talked about ideas and 
what he wants to do,” Mr. Sagen 
said. “He’s a generous guy. He 
will make the right decisions.” 


OBd masters sell 
for record prices 

LONDON (R) — A sale of old 
masters paintings produced re- 
cord prices for three artists, con- 
firming a demand for traditional 
painters and quality worksM. 
Christie's auction house saidr Air^ 3 — 
anonymous buyer paid £705,500 
($1.05 million) for Winter Land- 
scape by Salomon Van Ruysdaei, a 
cousin of the master Jacob Van 
Ruysdaei. Wood Landscape With 
Diana And Actaeon fetched 
£551,500 ($817,300) and Antonio 
Joli's Castel Sant' Angelo And 
Ponte Sant’ Angelo sold for 
£441,500 ($654,300). “This tradi- 
tional area of the market appeals 
to collectors rather than inves- 
tors,” said a spokeswoman for 
Christie’s. “The sale reaffirms an 
interest in traditional artists and 
quality.” Canaletto’s The Bacino 
Di S. Marco, although not a 
record, brought in the highest 
price at £716,500 ($1.06 million). 


Rome’s Via 
Veneto to become 
pedestrian zone 

ROME (R) — Rome's Via Vene- - 
to, the glittering backdrop fo^f j 
director Federico Fellini's 196? 
film La Dolce Vita, and once the 
playground for paparazzi in 
search of movie idols, will be 
permanently closed to traffic 
from Aug. I. "Closing the street 
is a first step toward improving 
life in Rome,” said Alessandro 
Voci, a dty official. The avenue, 
whose cafes once hosted film sta^s 
Marcello Masrroianni and Brigit- 
te Bardot, is now choked by 
traffic and offers few places to sip 
coffee. It is also notorious as Ja 
promenade in late night hours for 
transvestite prostitutes. Officials 
said they planned to make this 
street more sympathetic to visi- 
tors by planting flower beds, 
building park benches and giving 
cafes more space for their table^£ 

Falling body may 
have been Russian : 
stowaway— -police : 

PARIS (AP) — a man believed 

n “ ve fa from an airplane 
into a couple s garden may have 
been a Russian stowaway, police 
reported. Investigators found 55 
Russian rubles on the body, their 
. t major Clue toward identifv- 
mg the man who fell into Bern aril 
and Denise Bisson’s yard Thurs- 
day m Eaubonne, a Paris suburti. 

n?Jh?k n0led that an * ir Frande 
flight between Moscow and Paris 

flew over Eaubonne about U:3D 
a.m., the same time that Mrs. 
Bisson said she heard a huge thn<l 

'H ch hCr te,e P b °n ? 'SSL 

aead Glancing outside shalif 
found tree branches broken tele- 

and amaJ « 
oay imbedded about 15 cen- 
timetres into her lawn P(5faL. 
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success in Ire,and within two weeks 
Abdullah who said: “I feel 
am delighted. And well he might because the man of the 
moment in European horse racing has already won the English 
pSlTn ! 11 ! t J e champion Miler Zafonic and landed the 
Dwby donble with Commander In Chief. But he 
one major regret about the impressive victories of 
Comnwnder In Onefand Wemyss Bright — their sire, the Prix 

S«^HL\li noiDphe r nner 6andn S Brave, was sold to Japan 
before nts stud career began to sparkle. 

Agassi’s coach resigns 

NEW YO RK (R ) — Last year's Wimbledon champion Andre 
AgMS* has been dropped by his coach Nick BoUettieri, the New 
York Times reported Saturday. BoUettieri, 61, resigned as 
Agassi s coach by fetter, saying the distance between them made 
nis job too difficult. To help him get back to where he used to 
be, which was number three in the world, there would have to be 
close contact,” BoUettieri, 61, told the Tunes. Agassi, 23. lives in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, while Bollettieri’s base is h/s Tennis 
Acattemy inBradenton, Florida. “There's a space between us," 
be told the Times. “It’s not like it used to be. Whether he’ll ever 
reach his greatest potential, no one knows.” BoUettieri has 



his rather. However, Agassi has been getting tennis advice on an 
informal basis from former world number one John McEnroe and 
when entertainer Barbra Streisand became part of his support 
group too, BoUettieri felt displaced, according to the Times. 

Sabatinl shocked in Osaka semifinals 

OSAKA, Japan (AP) ■— Hard-hitting American Lisa Raymond 
upset top-seeded Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina Saturday in the 
women’s semifinals of the Gunze World Tennis tournament, 
while men's top seed Petr Korda of the Czech Republic breezed 
into the finals. Korda, ranked ninth in the world, beat Australian 
Mark Woodford 7-5, 6-2 in 67 minutes cm an artificial court at the 
Osaka Municipal Gymnasium in western Japan. Raymond, 19, of 
Wayne, Pennsylvania, ranked No. 49 in the world, shocked 
fifth-ranked Sabatini 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 in the women’s semifinals. 
Leading 5-1 in the third set, Raymond and Sabatini were tied 
30-30 when Raymond gained a point with a service and fired an 
ace to wrap up the one hour, 34 minute match. “It was a nice 
match. She played so well,” said Sabatini, who skipped a doubles 
match Friday because of a fever. Raymond faces South African 
Amanda Coetzer in the women's final Sunday. 


Novacek topples Muster at Swiss Open 

GSTAAD, Switzerland (AFP) — Karel Novacek continued his 
career-long jinx on Thomas as he scored his fourth victory m a 
row over the Austrian to reach the Swiss Open final here 
Saturday. Novacek, the third seed from the Czech Republic, 
frustrated clay court specialist Muster as he found the lines on the 
big points almost at will for a 6-3, 7-6 (7/S) victory. The second 
seeded Austrian needed beat cream treatment on his left shoulder 
after the first game of the second set, but the most successful clay 
court player this year still could’nt hide his frustration afterwards. 
“He was magic today,” the Austrian said. “He found the line on 
almost every big point. What can I do about that?" Novacek. 
ranked 14th in the world, moved into his fifth final of the year and 
credited his win to using a tried and tested strategy against his 
rival. “I played him exactly as I have played him before/' said the' 
28-year-old. “1 kept the points short and didn’t let him get into 
' any big rallies. 11 

Herrera goes on to Newport semifinals 

NEWPORT, R.I. (AP) — No. 2 Luis Herrera of Mexico 
overcame the heat and humidity to beat Arne Thoms of Germany 
7-6 (7-5), 6-7 (7-5). 6-0 in the quarterfinals of the Hall Of Fame 
Championships. With the victory, Herrera earned the right to 
play third-seeded Javier Frana of Argentina in Saturday's 
semifinal. Frana defeated amateur Brian MacPhie of San Jose, 
Calif., 6-7 (7-2), 6-4, 6-3 Friday. In the other semifinal match 
Saturday, No. 5 Alex Antonitsch of Austria will meet Greg 
Rusedski of Canada. 

Polish team may lose title 

WARSAW (R) — Polish soccer's governing body Friday recom- 
mended docking two points from league champions Legia 
Warsaw and second-placed LKS Lodz after a bribery scandal — a 
move that would strip Legia of the tide. The Polish Football 
Association (PZFN) board announced the decision after seven 
hours of talks but said it would not be final until the PZPN heard 
appeals by Legia and LKS at a special fmeeting. If the 
recommendation is accepted, the championship will go to Lech 
Poznan who originally finished two points behind Legia and LKS 
in third place, but have a better goal difference. 

S. African Grand Prix cancelled 

GENEVA (R) — The South African Motorcycle Grand Prix, 
final event of the World Championship on Oct. 3, has been 
cancelled, the International Motorcycling Federation (FIM) said. 
“The race was cancelled because of financial problems and die 
current political instability/' said FIM Secretary -General Guy 
'Maine. “For the moment we're looking for an alternative dale 
and venue but we have found neither yet.” Maitre said it was 
common knowledge that the Kyalami Circuit owners. Motor 
Racing Enterprises, had financial problems, but denied that 
circuit organisers were looking for an alternative venue only in 
Europe. Motor Racing Enterprises Managing Director Dave 
McGregor said on South African radio that he hoped the track 
could still host the meeting. 


Prost on pole for British Grand Prix 


SILVERSTONE, England (R) 
— Alain Prost, seeking a record 
•.50th Formula One win in Sun- 
v day’s British Grand Prix, claimed 
. pole position for the race Satur- 

— 

, Frenchman Prost, driving -a 
Renault-powered Williams, de- 
monstrated his supremacy with a 
fastest lap of one minute 19.006 
seconds at an average speed of* 
238. 13.kpb in the dosing stages of 
a thrilling session. 

Prost and his Williams team 
mate Briton Damon Hill were 
vying for pole throughout the 
tK final 12 minutes and they traded 
fastest laps and lead positions 
until the 54th minute of the hour- 
Tong session when Prost docked 
[.the quickest lap of the day. 

.. It was the triple world cham- 
pion's 28th pole position and 
Lgives him a perfect opportunity to 
;-xcore his half century and in- 


crease his 12-point lead in the 
Drivers' Championship. 

He will share the front row of 
the grid with Hill after the En- 
glishman was left with a second- 
best lap time of 1:19.134, which 
prompted some unscheduled 
arm-waving celebrations from his 
cockpit to the crowd. 

German Michael Schumacher, 
in a Benetton, recovered from an 
early accident in the session when 
he crashed fiis own car, to claim 
third place in his xeammates ; 
Italian Riccardo Patrese's 
machine. * 

Schumacher had gone off 
heavily at copse, but showed his 
strength, fitness and determina- 
tion by docking 1:20.401. 

Brazilian Ayrton Senna was 
fourth fastest and shares the 
second row with Schumacher, 
while Patrese took fifth place to 
share the third row with Briton 
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Martin Brundle in the leading 
Ugier Renault. 

Britons Johnny Herbert, in a 
Lotus, Derek Warwick, in a 
Footwork, and Mark Blundell, in 
the second Ligier, were seventh, 
eighth and ninth fastest respec- 
tively to ensure all five British 
drivers qualified in the top 10. 

The session was dominated by 
the two Williams with only Schu- 
macher and, briefly, Senna mak- 
ing any impression on their 
almost imperial progress. 

After Friday’s downpour, it 
was a relief for drivers and spec- 
tators to have much drier condi- 
tions in which prost was quickly 
into his stride. He set the early 
pace and stayed on top with his 
early time until Hill responded 
late in the session. 

Afterwards, Hill said: “I think 
Alain took it personally that 1 got 
pole position in France and so he 
got his own back here. 

“I have not been feeling too 
comfortable with all the attention 
I have been getting and I think it 
makes it difficult. 

“For me, it is ail new. I am not 


wed to this amount of attention 
and 1 am sure Alain is more 
relaxed than he was at Magny 
Cours.” 

Prost said: “It was very diffi- 
cult. I knew it would be very 
difficult anyway. I had a lot of 
small problems here in testing 
and this track tricky and fast. 

“You need a lot of confidence 
and I was never confident in 
testing. But this weekend my car 
has been going really well and 
this pole, for sure, has been the 
most difficult to win this year. 

L “l knew my first run was not 
Quick enough and that Damon 
could go quicker. My lap was a 
good one, I had no traffic and the 
car was handling very well so I 
really have nothing more to say." 

Schumacher said: “I must con- 
gratulate the team and give a very 
special thank you to Riccardo. It 
is not normal that team mates 
swap cars in the middle of the 
final qualifying session. But the 
performance of the team today in 
every way showed that we really 
do work as a team and have a 
very good working relationship. 
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* A K 10 9 
He bidding: 

East Smith West North 

Pan 1 * 1 * DU 

Pan 1 NT Pans 3 NT 

Pan- Pan Pan 

.Opening lead: Six of * 

' At the Second World Bridge 
Olympiad in 1964, a fresh-faced 
young man just out of college made a 
peat impact on the world bridge 
scene. Now 28 years later at the 
recently . completed Ninth World 
(%mpbul in Salsomaggiore, Italy. 

H t umn an is still showing the 
form; that makes >hixn tbe top- 
ranked American in the World 
Bridge .Federation standings. 

; The nne-dub opening bid was ai- 
tifiria^bawing a hand of at least 17 
jknhta. iSorth’s doable confirmed 
. some values and South's rebid de- 
scribed a balanced 17 to 20 points. 

■ North than boldly jumped to game 


in the expectation that his diamond 
suit and two entries (the king of 
spades was marked with West) 
would produce enough tricks for 
game. 

Sure that his opponents had 
spades web guarded, West elected to 
lead a low dub. Hamman soon 
proved that to be a fatal choice. The 
opening lead made it likely that 
West was 5-5 in the black suits, so 
declarer knew that the diamonds 
were not breaking. 

After winning the first trick 
cheaply, declarer led: a km spade. 
West shot up with the long to lead a 
heart, but it was too late. Declarer 
played low from dummy. East won 
the jack and reverted to a dub, tak- 
en with the king. On a low spade 
lead West was forced to spHt his 
honors, the queen winning. Next 
Hini i! the key concession of another 
heart. 

East won and returned a chib to 
South's ace. Hamman cashed the 
ace of hearts and tbe two high dia- 
monds, forcing West to come down 
to J 5 of spades and the queen of 
dubs. To complete a brilliant exhi- 
bition, Hamman threw West in with 
a dub. ftiwwting the nine of spades ' 
from the table. Now West was 
forced to lead away from the jack of 
spades into declarer's A 7 tenace. 
Hamman scored three spade tricks, 
one heart, two diamonds and three 
chibs in a bravura performance. 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 

Renault 19 G7Z - year 1990 - air conditioned. Mileage 
32,000 km - excellent condition. 

Price: JD 6,500. 

Tel. 642190/642878 


Soper Deluxe Furnished Villa and Apartment 

1 . Independent villa of six bedrooms, five bathrooms, 
salon, dining, sitting, and utilities, a garage that can 
accommodate several cars, with an area of 600 square 
metres, located in Abdoun. 

2. Apartment consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining, 
sitting rooms. 

Location; Swetfieh, near the American Embassy 

Please call tel. 645766/638415 Mr. Fara] 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

fr One bedroom, living room, K & B. 
fr Two bedrooms, living-dining room, K & B. 

* Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room K & two baths. 
Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th Circles.' 

Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Owner's telepho ne: 667862-693443 


Seles may miss U.S. Open 


NEW YORK (AP) — More than 
two months after being stabbed in 
tbe back, Monica Seles still can't 
hit a tennis ball and might not be 
able to defend the U.S. Open 
title she has won the past two 
years. 

“Doctors have told me there’s 
just no way to know,” her agent, 
Stephanie Tolleson, said Friday. 
“She’s continuing her rehabilita- 
tion, and there’s no real effective 
way to anticipate when shell be 
ready to play again/’ 

In a statement released 
through a publicist Thursday. 
Seles said: “I wish I could play 
right now. But the rehabilitation 
is a slow process, and I have not 
yet been able to hit the ball, let 
alone play tennis." 

Seles, undergoing rehabilita- 
tion at the Steadman Hawkins 
Clinic in Vail, Colo., said she 
would be unable to play in a 
tournament at Stratton Moun- 
tain, VT., July 26-Aug. 1. The 
Open will be at New York Aug. 
30-Sept. 12. 

A statement ‘ released jointly 
Friday by Drs. Richard Steadman 
and Richard Hawkins said. “Her 
shoulder continues to improve 
regarding motion and strength, 
and her improvement is moni- 
tored on a daily basis.” 

While reiterating they have 
never put Seles on a timetable, 
the doctors said Seles was work- 
ing bard to rehabilitate her shoul- 
der, which, “as it reaches full 
recovery, will let her know when 
she will be able to return to 
competition.” 

Reports persist that Seles' in- 
jury is more severe than original- 
ly thought: 

In May, rennis officials denied 
there was any truth to rumours in 


Museeuw 
leads in Tour 
de France 

CHALONS-SUR-MARNE, 
France (R) — Bjame Riis of 
Denmark won the seventh stage 
of the Tour de France in a break- 
away which saw Belgian Johan 
Museeuw take the race leader's 
yellow jersey Saturday. 

Riis surprisingly outsprinted ( 
two reputedly faster men. Italy's 
Maximiliian Sciandri and 
Museeuw, after a group of seven 
got away and maintained a lead I 
of more than two minutes over 
the main pack.' j 

But Museeuw was happy | 
enough to finish third as be took | 
the overall ' lead from another 
sprinter Mario Cipollini. The yel- 
low jersey has now changed 
hands for days in a row. 

Cipollini, in the same GB MG 
team as Museeuw, led the Pelo- 
ton home in a mass sprint some 
.two minutes 26 behind. 

Museeuw had started the day 
in 10th place, one minute 22 
seconds behind the Italian. 

“I wanted to take the yellow 
jersey today because it might be 
the only time in my career that I 
get the chance," the Belgian said. 








Monica Seles grimaces in pain after a spectator stabbed her with a knife at the Hamburg Open on 
April 30 (AFT* photo) 


Paris that Seles might never play 
again. And late last month, 
Seles and Tolleson denied reports 
in a German magazine that Seles 
would be out of action for the rest 
of the year. 

“The report is completely in- 
accurate,” Tolleson said. “No de- 
cisions have been made regarding 
the date of Monica's return to 
tournament play.” 

“My doctors and I have to see 
what happens in the next few 
weeks to determine if I will be 
able to play the U.S. Open,” 
Seles said. 

According to Tolleson, Seles' 
fans might have underestimated 
the seriousness of the injury, but 
neither her doctors nor Seles ever 
did. 

“I think ffom the very begin- 


ning, the doctors and Monica said, 
they had no idea how long it 
would take to recuperate/' Tolle- 
son said. “It’s day to day, and it’s 
a matter of rehabilitation. And 
that's what Monica has been 
doing, rehabbing. She's real dedi- 
cated but just not ready.” 

Seles was ranked No. 1 in the 
world when she was stabbed on 
April 30 during a tournament at 
Hamburg, Germany. Later, the 
knife-wielding German said he 
was a Steffi Graf fan who wanted 
to knock Seles out of the No. 1 
spot. 

Since then, Graf has taken over 
the top ranking from Seles, who 
remains upbeat about her recov- 
ery in part because of an outpour- 
ing of fan letters. 


“I have heard from - people 
throughout the world,” she said. 
“The messages are wonderful and 
range from other victims of sense- 
less crimes who tell me how they 
are coping, to people who say 
they missed me at tournaments, 
to the general public with their 
kind wishes for my return to the 
game. 

“I really appreciate the support 
I have received." 

Tolleson, who has spoken fre- 
quently with Seles during her 
recuperation, said Seles is frus- 
trated but not depressed. 

“She wants to be out of the 
court, so that's obviously frus- 
traing,' Tolleson said. “But die’s 
hanging in there and working" 
vecy hard, trying to gettaaled'so' 
she can get, back. to playing."—- 


Henkel predicts drugs at Stuttgart 


BONN (Agencies) — Germany’s 
Olympic high jump champion 
Heike Henkel predicts that some 
athletes at Oext month's World 
Championships in Stuttgart will 
be using performance- boosting 
drugs. 

“Some people will still be full 
of them,” she has told Monday’s 
issue of Der Spiegel magazine. 
“There will be a lot of negligence 
in the controls.” 

But she sympathised with Ger- 
many’s reigning 100m and 200m 
world champion, Katrin Krabbe, 
who has been banned for one 
year after foiling a dope test. 

“I sympathise with Katrin 
Krabbe because her life has been 
destroy^/' she said.. 


As for Henkel, her husband 
and coach Rainer Henkel said the 
29-year-old star has never used 
drugs. 

“She has never taken, does not 
take and will not take a banned 
substance,” said her husband, a 
former world swimming cham- 
pion. The Stuttgart cham- 
pionships run from Aug. 14-22. 

Meanwhile Germany’s top 
athletics official Friday called on 
the sport’s governing body to 
speed up a decision on the drugs 
ban on krabbe. Grit Breuer and 
Manuela Derr because of increas- 
ing legal problems. 

The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (1AAF) de- 
cided in May to postpone a deci- 


sion about the case until its 
November Council meeting. 

All three women have admit- 
ted taking the drug Clenbuterbl 
but a combination of both civil 
and sporting laws have turned the 
case into a legal marathon. ' 

But German Athletics Federa- 
tion (DLV) President Helmut 
Digel has called on the IAAF to 
decide on the case before the 
World Championships start in 
Stuttgart next month. 

“We want the council to come 
to a decision at a meeting just 
before the championships. Other- 
wise we could get legal problems. 
I think it would be in the interests 
of fair play to get a decision made 
quickly.” 16 


TWO DUTY FREE CARS FOR SALE 

1987 BMW 735i, 62000 kms, Blue Metallic Colour, Accessories. 

1988 Chevrolet Celebrity, 45000 kms, White, Accessories. 

For Serious Enquiries Only, Telephone 617227; 

Strictly Between 2.30 and 7.00 Post Meridiem 



'"TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS , WITH OR 
WITHOUT FURNITURE 


TWO FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor, each flat has a separate entrance, with 
garden, telephone and central heating. 

Location: Shmeisani, near the Czechoslovak Embassy. 

Please call tel. 661658 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Villa for sale in Athens-Greece. 

Location: Saronida Beach (40 kms, from 
Athens). 

Two floors, area 368 square metres in a property 
area of 765 sq. metres. 

For information call tel.: 

0030291-53326 

between 18:00-20:00 HRS Athens time. 


MERCEDES 200,1990, DUTY FREE 


1 - MERCEDES 200 , AUTOMATIC 1990, DARK BLUE, ABS, 

ELECT. WINDOWS & SUNROOF ; J.D. 13000 

2 - MERCEDES 200E , 1990 , ARCTIC WHITE , ABS, REAR 
HEADRESTS; J.D. 12750 

3 - MERCEDES 200E, 1989, DIAMOND BLACK , ORTHOP- 
AEDIC SEAT, ABS ELECT. WINDOWS & SUNROOF; 

J.D.1 2,300 

ALL CARS IN EXCELLENT CONDITION ACCIDENT FREE 
HISTORY, AND LOW MILAGE 


PLEASE CALL 823789 



Interior design office seeking to employ: 

1- Full time Interior Designer 
(3-4 years of experience). 

2- Draftsman. 


Qualified applicants should send C.V to 
P.O.Box 830674, Amman - Jordan 


AL-ZAMIL 

AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air conditioners that proved their high quality alt 
over the Middle East area. y 

provided with: 

fr Warranty for one year 
☆ After sale maintenance 
At) types & sizes are available at. 

MechanicaL Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, fax 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. Tel. 642722 


Tel.: 677420 Cinema 



DELINQUENTS 

Shows: 3 : 00 / 6:30, 10:30 

nowhere to run 

Shows: 12:00, 5:00. 8:30 



Cinema 



Tel.t 675571 


STALLONE - IN 
Dolpy Stereo 




Shows: 1230. 3:15. 5, 6:45, &30. Jft3Q 



FAR AND AWAY 

Sbowi; 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, II. -00 


'For the first time in Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre-- 
— the Gaza Strip — in a play entitled: 

The AsMMliurtftoii of HwitMtali 
by artist Sand Btter 



Nabil & HiBham’s Td - : 625155 


1 i f.M 1 ; I 


AHLAN NABIL AND HISHAM THEATRE 

The theatre will be dosed in preparation 
for “Ahlan Arab Summit” play which 
will be shown at the Jerash Festival for 
Culture and Arts. 
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Clinton, Yeltsin pledge 
further effort to boost ties 


TOKYO (AP). — U.S. President 
Bill Clinton promised Boris Yelt- 
sin on Saturday that he would 
sweep away the last vestiges of 
cold war of trade barriers be- 
tween the United States and Rus- 
sia, which he described as "much 
more alike" now than ever be- 
fore. 

Mr. Ginton also praised his 
“remarkable" relationship with 
Mr. Yeltsin and the Russian pres- 
ident said that "our partnership 
and our friendship is strengthen- 
ing day by day." 

Their breakfast meeting was 
the first since the Russian-U.S. 
April summit in Vancouver and 
Mr. Yeltsin's victory in a crucial 
referendum on his power and 
reforms that same month. 

Mr. Clinton praised Mr. Yelt- 
sin's bold steps to create a new 
constitution, which paved the 
way for billions of dollars U.S.- 
sponsored economic assistance 
from the Group of Seven (G-7) 
industrialised nations that met in 
Tokyo this week. 

Acknowledging that the two 
“still have some differences." 
Mr. Clinton said: “We represent 
two great countries that are now 
very much more alike than they 
have ever been in their history." 

Those differences include Rus- 
sia's discontent over continued 
Western trade restrictions and 


U.S. concern over Russian sales 
of missile technology to India and 
other countries. 

Mr. Ginton and Mr. Yeltsin 
have a lot staked on one another 
and have had an intense rela- 
tionship from the beginning. 

During this visit, Mr. Ginton 
several times reached out to Mr. 
Yeltsin, wrapping him in a one- 
armed embrace or clasping his 
hand at the end of their joint 
news conference. 

Both leaders want to keep the 
momentum of good relations 
going. Mr. Ginton said he had 
accepted an invitation to visit 
Russia, probably this year. 

Mr. Clinton also appeared 
optimistic when asked whether 
Russia had agreed to stop missile 
technology sales — a pet project 
of the powerful Defence Minis- 
try. 

The president said talks were 
continuing "intensely and im- 
mediately," and an aide said an* 
announcement was likely on 
Thursday in Washington. 

One of Mr. Yeltsin's main 
objectives in Tokyo was to per- 
suade the West to lift trade res- 
trictions left over from the cold 
war, when economic pressure was 
used to punish Russia for its 
political behaviour. But he came 
awav from the economic summit 
disappointed by the response. 


Mr. Clinton, however, offered 
Mr. Yeltsin fresh assurances, 
saying he had been working with 
Congress to eliminate “obsolete" 
could war barriers that still impede 
scientific, cultural and other con- 
tacts with Russia. 

“We have compiled quite a 
long list of them that we think 
cannot be justified anymore.” he 
said. “And there is a strong base 
of support in both political parties 
in the United States Congress to 
remove those laws ” 

On another issue, the two lead- 
ers spoke of prodding Ukraine to 
give up its nuclear weapons for 
dismantling, though the parlia- 
ment in Kiev has been unwilling 
to part with the arms. 

At their annual summit, Mr. 
Ginton and the leaders of Bri- 
tain, Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy and Japan endorsed a $28.4 
billion aid package for Russia 
that had been assembled in 
April, then added $3 billion to 
help finance the conversion of 
large state-run enterprises to pri- 
vate hands. 

As an example of the new 
partnership, Mr. Ginton noted 
that Mr. Yeltsin's wife had an 
interest in dental care, and the 
United States had arranged to 
deliver surplus military equip- 
ment to set up two dental clinics 
in Moscow. 


UNFPA urges improved 
living conditions for all 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Un- 
ited Nations Fund for Popula- 
tion Activities (UNFPA) Sun- 
day marked World Population 
Day 1993 with a call for in- 
creased initiatives to improve 
living conditions for people all 
over the world. 

Dr. Nafis Sadik. executive 
director of the UNFPA, in a 
message issued to mark the 
occasion, said: 

“World Population Day 
commemorates ou r aware ness 
of population issues. The day is 
also an opportunity to join in 
the worldwide effort to find a 
balance between population, 
development and die natural 
environment. 

“Local and national initia- 
tives to inform and give access 
to couples and individuals to 


family planning programmes, 
improve access to education 
and health, improve women's 
status and ensure equality of 
opportunity can influence 
population growth and dis- 
tribution. 

“Sustainable development 
can be achieved if we can agree 
on common approaches to 
issues affecting the world: 
Among the most important of 
these is population. 

-“In 1994, the International 
Conference on Population and 
Development will set the agen- 
da for a concerted effort over 
the next 20 years. Awareness 
creation must begin on World 
Population Day 1993. 

“Population issues affect the 
life of every one of us, whatev- 
er country we live in, and 



Dr. Nafis Sadik 


whatever its rate of population 
growth or level of develop- 
ment. World Population Day 
reminds all of us that the future 
depends on finding the balance 
between human needs and hu- 
man numbers.” 


U.N. posts $25,000 for Aideed 


Combined agency despatches 


MOGADISHU — The United 
Nations offered a $25,000 reward 
for Somali warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed on Saturday and 
warned “the days of Aideed are 
numbered.” 


A spokesman for General 
Aideed. in hiding since the U.N. 
issued an arrest warrant on June 


17 for the killing of 24 Pakistani 
peacekeepers, laughed at the 


U.N.’s latest “wanted" poster. 

"No-one would sell Aideed for 
$25,000. It must be a joke." said 
Hussein Dimbil. his press secret- 
ary. _ 


The U.N. showered Moga- 
dishu with 60,000 leaflets saying 
that thousands more U.N. troops 
were on their way to join 20,000 
in Somalia to arrest Gen. Aideed 


“as an international criminal." 

"There will be thousands of 
U.N. soldiers coming in to give 
U.N. troops in Mogadishu a band 
— and the result will be to seize 
the bandit Aideed," the leaflets 
said. 

"He will be destroyed and con- 
sidered as an international cri- 
minal... the U.N. will never leave 
Somalia and never negotiate with 
the bandit Aideed," they said. 

Gunmen shot and wounded 
three French U.N. peacekeeping 
troops at Mogadishu port Satur- 
day, a U.N. spokeswoman said. 

Major Leeann Swieczkowski 
told reporters they were hit- by 
snipers while overseeing the un- 
loading of supplies from a ship. 

Two were hit in the abdomen 
and one in the shoulder, she said. 
Their condition was not im- 
mediately known. 


It was. the second attack on 
U.N. troops in 24 hours. Four 
Norwegians were wounded when 
a mortar bomb exploded in the 
U.N. compound on Friday night. . 


The attack, the first to pene- 
trate the compound since the 
U.N. retreated there after the 
killing of the Pakistanis on June 
5, prompted an order that all 
soldiers in the complex wear flak 
jackets on Saturday night. 

“Four people were wounded 
last night. We are taking all 
necessary precautions,” said Maj. 
Swieczkowski. 


The compound groups the U.S. 
embassy, U.N. headquarters and 
about 3.000 troops from several 
nations housed in 3 defunct uni- 
versity dormitory complex which 
has suffered nightly sniper Are for 
about three weeks. 


Royal Decree sets off campaign 


(Continued from page 1) 


districts are maintained. Member 
of Parliament and former Prime 
Minister Taher AI Masri recently 
told the Jordan Times. 

If the one-person-one-vote sys- 
tem is introduced without chang- 
ing the constituencies, a mathe- 
matical possibility exists for a 
major difference to arise in the 
number of votes that carry each 
deputy to the House, observers 
say. 

The difficulty in redrawing the 
voting districts lies in defining the 
criteria according to which the 
new precincts would be divided. 


The current law divides Jordan 
into 20 voting districts based on 
administrative borders. And 
while these divisions are not con- 
ducive to equal proportional par- 
liamentary repraentation, they 
ensure geographic and demog- 
raphic representation of all sec- 
tors and parts of the country. 

Observers have questioned the 
feasibility of redrawing the voting 
districts to allow for proportional 
representation since such a 
change would lead to a major 
increase in the number of de- 
puties. They, however, called for 
dividing Jordan into 80 precincts 
to ensure the workability of the 
one-person-one-vote system. 


Husseini 

rejects 

offer 


(Continued from page 1) 


Ross upbeat after talks in Cairo 


after meeting Saturday with 
George Habash. leader of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said that if the 
United States persisted in exclud- 
ing Jerusalem from the talks and 
changing the basis of negotia- 
tions, “we will then demand the 
execution of Resolution 181 in- 
stead of 242." 


(Continued from page It 


nians rejected it largely on 
grounds that it referred to terri- 
tories occupied in 1967 — the 
West Bank, Gaza Strip and East 
Jerusalem — as disputed rather 
than occupied land. 

Mr. Musa said Saturday's talks 
centred on conditions for Palesti- 
nians during the interim stage of 
autonomy. He also stressed that 
Israel’s idea to deal later with the 
crucial issue of Jerusalem is not 


acceptable. 

"There are new American 
ideas and there are different ideas 
from Egypt and the negotiating 
parties, and that is what we are 
discussing with the Americans," 
Mr. Murfa said. 

“But ignoring the issue of Jeru- 
salem is not possible,” he added. 
“There is hope that there can be 


progress in the upcoming talks." 

Mr. Ross said the United 
States was “making every effort 
to make progress and find ways to 
najrow this gaps between the 
parties.” 

He avoided going into speci- 
fics, saying that “we are in a stage 
in this process where these kinds 
of discussions ... are going to be 
the most productive if we keep 
the details private.” 

Israeli officials said that a U.S. 
compromise proposal for break- 
ing the deadlocked talks would 
make Jerusalem an evenrua! sub- 
ject for negotiation, but Mr. 
Peres said he wants it totally off 
the agenda for now. 

In exchange, he said he was 
ready to give in to a Palestinian 
request to delineate a politically 
autonomous area that would 
establish the framework for fu- 
ture Palestinian self- 
determination. 


Mr. Husseini also rejected the 
U.S.compromise as a violation of 
the “terms of reference” under 
which the peace talks were begun 
in Madrid, Spain, in October 
1991. 

“We need to. . . talk about juris- 
diction and Jerusalem, saying 
that they are occupied territories 
not disputed lands.” Mr. Hus- 
seini said. He added: “Then we 
will be ready to discuss any of the 
points on the agenda.” 


Mr. Husseini said that despite 
the differences, the Palestinian 
delegation was prepared to 
attend the nexi round of Middle 
East talks, likely to convene in 
Washington next month. 

Mr. Husseini said he had sug- 
gested that future multilateral 
peace talks all be held in one 
European country at a time. 

Mr. Husseini made the sugges- 
tion at a meeting of the multi- 
lateral steering committee in 
Moscow Wednesday. 
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STATE OF ALERT: Israeli gunners prepare them- toaeli 

selves on top of their artillery on the border with South Lebanon (Air pnouw 
Lebanon as tension mounted Saturday after five 


Arabs and Israelis must show 


TOKYO (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher Friday renewed efforts to 
boost stalemated Mideast peace 
talks, saying it was time for Arabs 
and Israelis to show that they 
really care about reaching a set- 
tlement. 

In an interview with American 
reporters, he said he would be 
‘'surprised” if he did not make a 
trip to the Mideast in the next two 
months bat that would depend on 
the results of consultations under- 
way in the region by U.S. Middle 
East coordinator Dennis Ross 
and others. 

“I think we’ve reached a point 
where the United States needs to 
be active because the process 
seems to be either slowed down 
or stalemated,” Mr. Christopher 
said. 

“We're testing at the present 
time whether the parties really 
want us to make the commitment 
of time and energy,” he said, 
adding; “I think it's up to them to 
show sufficient flexibility to show 
that they care enough to justify 
our time and energy and commit- 
ment." 

The 10th round of Middle East 
peace talks ended earlier this 
month on a gloomy note, with 
Palestinians questioning the U.S. 
stand on Jerusalem and Israel 
faulting an American document 
aimed at identifying long- 
simmering differences. 

The Clinton administration, 
openly dissatisfied with the pace 
of these negotiations, sent Mr. 
Ross to the Middle East and 
Assistant Secretary of State Ed- 
ward Djerejian — who will be- 
come ambassador to Israel at 
year’s end — to try to revive the 
momentum. 

Mr. Christopher said he had 
not yet received a readout of Mr. 
Ross's trip and did not expect any 
decisive results at least for several 
days. 

“There will be careful probing 
with all the players in the Middle 
East," he said. 

Asked about his own plans for 
a trip to the region, Mr. Christ- 


opher said: “That depends almost 
completely on the results of the 
conversations (now underway). I 
would be surprised if Labour Day 
(Sept. 6) came and went without 
my having travelled out there but 
I can’t tell you exactly when." 

Mr. Christopher’s predecessor, 
James Baker, made repeated 
trips to the Middle East to get the 
first face-to-face Arab-Israeli 
talks started with the October 
1991 peace conference in Madrid 
and subsequently to keep them 
going. 

With this backdrop and the 
administration's promise to be- 
come more directly involved in 
the peace process, there has been 
frequent speculation about when 
Mr. Christopher might make a 
trip. 

He stressed, however, that the 
Ross-Dejerjian missions repre- 
sent a very strong U.S. commit- 
ment to try arid get the parties 
moving and begin to resolve se- 
rious substantive issues. 

“We want to use our efforts... 
with a strong role as an honest 
broker to get them to face the 
question as to whether they are 
interested in the peace process 
and if they are, won’t they get 
about narrowing the differ- 
ences," he added. 


co-sponsor in the peace talks, and 
asked whether the Russians re- 
view their contacts with the PLO 
with the U.S. vis-a-vis the peace 
talks, Mr. Snyder said: “We cer- 
tainly have extensive discussions 
with the co-sponsors on the talks. 
I can't say specifically whether, 
that one topic is covered, but we 
certainly do talk to them exten- 
sively about the talks.” 

Asked whether Russia urged 
the U.S. to open a dialogue with 
the PLO, Mr. Snyder replied: 4 T 
don’t know.” 


Arafat reaffirms stand 


‘No U.S.-PLO dialogue* 


PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
Friday urged the United States to 
withdraw its proposals for spar- 
ring the Israeli-Arab peace pro- 
cess, saying that they were 
unfair, the Palestinian WAFA 
news agency reported. 

WAFA also quoted Mr. Arafat 
at urging the other Arab delega- 
tions to support the Palestinians’ 
stand. 

Mr. Arafat made his remark in 
a monthly radio address marking 
the anniversary of the start of. the 
Palestinian uprising. The revolt 
began in December 1987, and 
Mr. Arafat said it would continue 
until victory over “the tyrant of 
our time.” 


State Department spokesman 
John ‘ ’ Friday the U.S. 

dele t til the Middle 

East diu . ^.an to meet with 
any Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials. 

“What I v H you is Ambas- 
sador Ross a., members of the 
peace team are in (occupied) 
Jerusalem where they're consult- 
ing with the Israeli leadership and 
with Palestinians," Mr. Snyder 
fold reporters. "We don’t have a 
dialogue with the PLO; I can tell 
you that. I find it inconceivable 
that Dennis Ross would be meet- 
ing with the PLO because we 
don't have a dialogue." 

Reminded that Russia has a 
dialogue with the PLO and it is a 


“The American paper blows 
away the basic rules of the peace 
process and leads the negotia- 
tions nowhere,” Mr. Arafat said. 

He called for the American 
paper to be put aside “because it 
makes the credibility of the Un- 
ited States as a fair sponsor ques- 
tionable." Mr. Arafat said that 
Washington bad backed down on 
assurances made fo the Palesti- 
nians before the talks began in 
October 1991. 


Mr. Arafat insisted that the 
paper could not be the basis for 
further talks. 

Mr. Arafat said the failure of 
the American plan to deal with 
Jerusalem was “a defiance and 
provocation to Arabs and Mus- 
lims." 
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S. Arabia: 
attempts 
to mediate 


Offices 


in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Saudi Arabia is crying to mediate 
between Pakistan’s President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan and Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif to end 
their paralysing six-month-old 
struggle for power, an official 
source said Saturday. 


Diana arrives 
in Zimbabwe 


Saudi intelligence chief Prince 
Turki AI Faisal arrived in Pakis- 
tan Thursday and has since held 
lengthy meetings with Mr. Ishaq 
Khan Mr. Sharif asking them to 
end- their confrontation, said the 
government official who declined 
to be named: 


they want peace — Christopher 


“Die Saudis are very con- 
cerned about what is happening 
in Pakistan and that this could 
lead the country to political chaos 
and anarchy,” the source said. 
“It was this concern that brought 
Prince Turki to Pakistan." 

The president and prime minis- 
ter were to meet Saturday even- 
ing as a result of hectic mediation 
by Prince Turki and several local 
religious groups, the source said. 


“While remaining within the 
diplomatic limits, the prince tried 
to convince the two leaders to 
sort out their differences mutual- 
ly” 


i Several other Muslim countries 
j have voiced concern about Palos' 
tan’s simmering political crisis. 

“There is certainly pressure 
from oth.er countries to end this 
confrontation," the source said. 
Several Muslim leaders raised 
their anxieties in talks with Mr. 
Sharif at this week’s meeting of 
tire Economic Cooperation Orga- 
nisation in Istanbul, he said. 

Mr. Ishaq Khan sacked Mr. 
Sharif on April 18 on charges of 
corruption and misrule only to 
see him reinstated in a landmark 
supreme court judgment 39 days 
later. 


He has since been working 
behind the scenes to destabilise 
Mr. Sharif’s government. 


Bhutto rejects offer 


A war by letter intensified 
Saturday when opposition leader 
Benazir Bhutto turned down an 
invitation from Mr. Sharif to a 
working dinner to resolve their 
differences. 

“I have time and again stated 
thataoiteto one meeting at your 
place is 'not possible until your 
government takes necessary steps 
to create a democratic atmos- 
phere by. ending political and 
economic : victimisation of the 
opposition," Ms. Bhutto said in a 
letter to Mr. Sharif. 


Mir. Sharif wrote to Ms. Bhutto 
on Thursday inviting to a working 
dinner, saying he was ready to 
discuss most of a list of 10 propos- 
als presented by the opposition 
leader in a letter to him last 
Sunday. 

In Saturday's letter she repe- 
ated her proposals and said she 
could agree on nothing less than a 
three-point agenda of a national 
government, constitutional re- 
forms to slash the power of the 
president to dismiss parliament, 
and fresh elections. 


Djibouti claims victory over rebels 


AI O Leary. Die body had been there for several days, he said. 


DJIBOUTI (AFP) — Government forces regained control of all 
the positions held in the country by Afar rebels. Defence Minister 
Ahmad Bouialeh Barreh said Saturday. According to the minister 
the positions were recaptured during an offensive launched 
Monday and the government forces had succeeded in “regaining 
total control of Djibouti territory.” Three soldiers died and six 
others were wounded during the operation, Mr. Ahmad said 
without saying how many victims there had been from the rebel 
Front for the Restoration of Unity and Democracy. Some 34 rebels 
and two French women, members of the Association for the 
Support of the Afar People, had been arrested, he added. 


Mexico rejects U.S. request to accept Chinese 


MEXICO CITY I AFP) --Mexico has turned down a U.S. request 
to take m hundreds of Chinese immigrants aboard three ships off 
?! ... < S“J he Ministry said that Mexico could not 

atxept the ; 659 Chinese because the ships were in international 
waters and that if the vessels came into Mexican waters, the 


— . . , — . — mtAiuLp wdKis, me 

SEE h? 1 ?.? c? P , atI S tcd ' In Mexico to accept the 

Chinese the U.S. State Department offered to pay the cost of 


Fiiipina maids flown home from Kuwait 


repatriating those determined to be economic refugees. Asked whv 
Mexico and not the United States should take in the Chinese 

J “ Snyd " Mid: ■" nie *** « taw- 


KUWAIT (R) — About 400 Fiiipina domestic workers alleging 
mistreatment by employers have been flown home in groups over 
the past two weeks, the Philippines embassy said Saturday. The 
departure of 101 Filipinos at around midnight Friday on a flight to 
Manila nearly completed a Kuwaiti-funded repatriation plan for 
424 maids who had been at an embassy-run refuge. Consul General 
Wenceslao Ouirolgico said by telephone about 20 maids remained. 
Most were ill and required farther medical attention before flying 
home, he said without elaborating. The maids had fled to the 
embassy alleging mistreatment including non-payment of wages 
and rape or other physical abuse. Some had lived at the refuge fora 
year. 


Thousands caught in U.S. nationwide manhunt 


Muslim policeman kids himself after taunts 


NEW YORK iAP) — The suicide of transit police officer 
Mahamoud Tamer took place kilometres away from the subway 
tunnels where he worked. But authorities are investigating what 
role the taunts of his co-workers might have played in his death. 
The body of the 26-year-old Muslim officer was found Friday. 
Authorities said he disappeared 11 days ago after enduring teasing 
from co-workers about ties to the World Trade Centre blast because 
of his religion. Authorities feared this might happen after the last 
time Tamer was seen: A June 28 incident where another police 
officer found wandering along subway tracks in Brooklyn and 
threatening to kill himself. He failed to show up for work that 
night, setting off an intense hunt which ended with the discovery of 
his body on the eastern end of Long Island, Tamer apparently 
drove his van to Montauk State Park, scaled a cliff to reach a ledge 
and shot himself once in the head, said Transit police spokesman 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — - U.S. police have caught nearly 6,000 
people in the past two months in a massive operation to roundup 
fijgitiv« throughout the country. “Operation Trident," the 17th of 
its kmd-m the past 12 years, targeted 37 U.S. cities over a 
mne-wcek period according to .officials who said that though it is 
P^ice m ) 1 continue to step up their vigiifnee in 
more than 20 cities. Cities in Texas. California, Tennessee aiS 
Pennsylvania as well as the capital were among those IMGdfo 
the massive manhunt one of the largest and most successful 

gcneralWebs ter Hubbell reported tiiat 
5.788 criminals had been caught. Those apprehended included 229 
charged or convicted wth murder, 398 for kexual assault ed ? 744 
for drug trafficking. Die oldest person was 80 and the^gest it 


French policeman held in assault probe 


P** IS < R ) T A f. rench magistrate has taken the rare steo of 
jailing a Pans policeman before trial on possible dan of 
seriously beating a young Bahraini in a restaurant iSTmont^ 
justice sources sard. Officer Francis Carry was jailed Wdav tfSr' 
bang placed under investigation by a magistrate 
student Tameen Taqi on June 30. French nnliraniMi < 


Ml 

accused by [he media „r j„ coun 0 f brutality again^'you^TanJ! 
Arab immigrants, are rarely held in ore-trial -i so*, 


Arabimmigrants, are rarely held 

Mr. Taqi, a "relative of a diplomat «?he KSuSHSLEu ?“*■ 
had filed a complaint to the police internal investiiratiom i" ?? ns - 
after being himself ; earl, emplaced » 

cumplaint by Mr. Catry. - ^'gabon on a 


HARARE (AFP) — Britain’s" 
Princess Diana arrived in Zmt|| 
babwe Saturday for a four-day ? 
visit during which she will meet 
AIDS patients, lepers and re- 
fugees, but caused an immediate' 
stir among British journalists 
covering the trip by appearing 
with a new hairstyle. The princess 
is in Zimbabwe on a working visit 
as patron of Red Cross Youth, 
Help the Aged and the Leprosy’ 
Mission. Bat the trip has tffi 
attracted some 60 British journal- 
ists who chronicle every move of . 
the British royals, and who Were, 
excited by her hairstyle aSsbc 
descended the steps of a sche- 
duled British Airways jet to re-, 
ceive a bouquet of flowers from a 
group of disabled children. The' 
children sang her a welcome and 
hundreds of British citizens izLthi&i 
former colony turned out to wave 3 
to estranged wife of Prince 
Charles, heir to the British 
throne. She was also greeted by 
Social Welfare Minister John 
Nkomo and Health Minister. 
Dmothy Stamps before leaving 
for the residence of the British 


High Commissioner, Peter Dales, 
1 in his green Jaguar. 


Duchess of York 
admits she goofed 


Hillary Clinton 
steals Kabuki show 


TOKYO (AP) — In a glittering 
finale to her visit for the annual 
summit of the world's seven richest 
nations, Hillary Rodham Clintop 
climbed up on stage with some of 
the biggest stars of Japan's Kainn 
h’ theatre. Mrs. Ginton joined 
famed actor Ennosuke Ichikawa 
and members of his troupe — still 
in full costume — for a curtain 
call after watching the final act of 
the love story Toryu Oguri -Haifa 
gan. “When she came in, tip 
applause was so loud we 
stop the play," Ennosuke'-said. ■ 
“She really stole the show.” Die 
theatrical setting was a fitting one 
for the American first lady to 
conclude her stay. Except for a 
cameo appearance at a banquet 
for the G-7 leaders Thursday 
night by Japan's new and in* 1 ’ 
mensely popular crown 1 ptm-. 
cess. Mrs. Clinton has deariy 
been the leading lady of the 
summit. Her photos have, been 
prominently featured in the nar 
tion’s newspapers throughout, 
Japanese television crews “are al- 
ways in tow, and crowds of 
admirers have swarmed around 


her at each stop. The media 
attention afforded Mrs. Clinton 


has even outstripped that given to 
Kirn Campbell, Canada’s 1 new 
prime minister and the only 
woman G-7 leader. 


Mother Teresa 
hospitalised witfc 
stomach trouble 


BOMBAY (AFP) — Nbbel 
Peace Prize winner Mother Tere- 
sa was admitted to a hospital4f re 
with stomach trouble, hospital 
officials said Saturday. Doctors at 
the Nanavati Hospital in north 
Bombay said the condition of the 
82-year-old founder of 
sionaries of Charity was stabk- 
■Dr. Brian Pinto said Moth** 
Teresa, who has been treatoP 
previously for heart problems 8 ** 
underwent heart surgery in 
had gastroenteritis. Dr. Pinto, & 


cardiologist, said her hearth? 
fine. “Everythin* is under cop-. 


fine. "Everything is under cop-, 
froi, she’s fine," he said. 
should be discharged 
days. 1 " 


LONDON (AFP) — The Duck 
ess of York admitted Friday that - 
she had made “huge mistakes’ ' in 
her personal life which led her 
into traps tike being photc&j 
graphed topless with her finandaw 
consultant. In her first long inter-' 
view on British television since-' 
separating from her husband. 
Prince Andrew in March 1992, 
the Duchess, Sarah Ferguson, 
talked mainly about her life since 
the publication in the tabloid” 
press last summer of intimate’, 
photos showing her topless with 
her American financial consul- 
tant John Bryan. Die duchess,’ 
33, told the ITV network: “ItV, 
made me very thoughtful and 
very much more aware of trying 
to control my spontaneity a little 
bit so that I don’t fall into awful 
great big pooh traps” — in a 
reference to popular children’s 
book character Winnie the Pooh. 
“I.bave made huge mistakes, but 
I have just got to live and learn.” 
Last week the royal couple's 
separation was made official, but 
the duchess said she was still in 
contact with Prince Andrew for 
the sake of their two daughters. 
"We speak every day and ft is 
very important we keep that huge * 
friendship." She said she was nqjgf 
devoted to charity. In June sBP? 
was appointed a “goodwill 
ambassador” by the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 
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